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Balance _Sheet, 31st December,’ 1901.

DR.
. £ s, d. £ s. d.
o Caphtal ... e e e 1,000,000 0 0
20,000 shares of £60 each fully paid.
Mo Reserye BNA . .0 .. - 0 G aiiiiiae e e 265,000 0 0
To Deposits and Current Accounts .. o 3,151,128 10 0
To Notes in Circulation .. .. .. .. «o cooesers oo oo 501,139 18 2
To B'fll}’l‘lzl’n?ablz an{} Other Liabilities, including Pro-
n for Contingencies .. .. .. .. scccoes oo oo 2,059, 2
TO Rebate Account .. .. .. .. «: +o o “i?',,go(‘% 1: 6
To Liabilities on Endorsements .. .. ........ £450,280 11 2
To Profit and Loss Account—
Balance brought forward from 20th June, 1901 .. 40,662 4 5
Dividend paid October, 1301 .. .. .. .coooe o0 oe 30,000 0 0
| : 10,662 4 &
Net profit for the half-year ending this date after
deducting all current charges, anil providing
for bad and doubtful debts .. .. ...cee e e 38451 8 1
49,13 1
Deduct: i Ay
Transferred to Reserve Fund .. ........ £15,000 0 0
Transferred to Officers’, Widows' apd
Orphans’ Fund & .. . (. . oo g - 18612 0
Transferred to Officers’ Life Insurance
Pund ool bl B ar v v seie e 364 12 11
Transferred to Officers’ Pension Fund.. 1,103 7 €
16,654 12 5 :
Balance available for April Dividend ...... .. .. e 32,459 0 1
£7,724,706 611
CR.
£ . d £ 8. d.
By Cash und Specie at Bankers and in Hand.. .. .. 717,96314 0
By Cash at Call and Short Notice .. .. ..eoov oo oo 1,501,815 16 -6
! 2,300,768 9 6
By Investments—
Consols £200,000 at 90 .... .. cees..£180,000 0 0
National War Loan. £50,000 at 90.... 45,000 0 0
Exchequer Bonds £25,000 .. .. .. «... 24,546 17 6
Other Securiti mw'“&“ E
OF SECUMLIES .. oo co se o0 on se se sseeis ee oo 2 1
; 493,79 1 7
‘By Bills Receivable, Loans on Security and other
CROGBIE . e Sl e 4,801,000 8 0
By Bank Premiges, etc., in London, and at the
Branches.. .. . oo se so as oo s serveriseses oo e 120,140 7 10
£7,724,706 6 11

the 30th November, 1901, and the figures

The balance of

Note.—The latest monthly returns received from Dawson City and Atlin, are those of
of those returns are introduced

into this_ac-

the transactions for December with. those branches has been

gou
carried to a suspense account, pending the receipt of the December accounts.

We have cxamined the
tiffied Returns from the Branches,
affairs,

London, 20th February, 1002.

above Balance Sheet with the
and find it to present

Books in London, and the Cer-
a true statement of the Bank’s

BDWIN WATERHOUSE,
GEORGE SNEATH,
Auditors.
Of the Firm of Price, Waterhouse & Co.,
Chartered Accountants.

"The 66th yemrly general meeting of this
bank was held on Tuesday at *the office of
the corporation, No. 5 Gracechurch street,
E. C., Mr. E. A. Hoare presiding.

The secretary (Mr. A. G. Wallis) having
read the notice convening the meeting,

The Chairman said: Before reading the
potes which I have prepared respecting the
business of the bank during the year 1901,
I desire to welcome you to our new pre-
mises. 'When we last met a year ago in
Clement’s Lane, I had the pleasure of show-
fng these mew offices to some of you who
were then present; but they were at that
time in a very incomplete condition, and it
was difficult then to form an idea of how
they would finally turn out. 1 hope, how-
ever, that you will take this opportunity
of inspecting them, and I trust that the re-
sult will be that you will be as well satis-
fled as we are oursclves; for since we have
been located here we have found the offices
to be in every way most convenient. We
have secured a long lease, which does not
expire until the year 1963, so that the pres-
ent gencration of shareholders and directors
need not fear any further disturbance in
their time. We have entered into an agree-
ment for the sale of the lease of our old
premises in Clement’s Lane. and the matter
ts at present in the hands of the bank’s
solicitors, and will no doubt shortly be com-
pleted. The price realized for 'the lease,
which is lower than we expected, will then
appear in reduction of ¢he premises account
in the next half-yearly balance sheet. I
will now proceed to e some comments
upon the report and accounts for the half-
year ended December 3lst, , and for
the purposes of comparison I will take the
figures of the corresponding half-year in
1900. The reserve fund at the end of 1900
stood at £350,000. We have now added to
it £15,000, making a present total of £365,-
000. Respecting this item in the accounts,
1 ehall have something more to say later on.
~osits and current accoums show an in-

-» of £27,000; mnotes in circulation an

« of £8,000. payable show
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000 acres, compared with 71,000 acres in the
preceding year, and we are informed that
the demand has by no means been satisfled
by these large sales, but that there is still
2 continuous stream of settlers to the agri-
cultural lands. The traffic receipts of the
Canadian Pacific Railway are also remark-
able. In 1901 the aeggregate gross earnings
from July Ust to the end of December ex-
ceeded those of the preceding year by $3,-
613,000, and the aggregate mnet profits by
$1,651,000. Passing on to British Columbia,

| wa learn, from a statement issued by the

Minister of Mines ,that, notwithstanding ser-
ious labor troubles in the Rossland and

] —In this city, on March 23, to
the wife of Dr. E. J. Broderick, & son.

ALLAN—At 106 Elliott Row, on March 21,
the wife of Robert Allan, of a soD.

WALKER—On Tuesday, the 18th ult., at
Leytonstone, England, the wife of Mr. Wm.
Walker, of a ®o

VLEY-

n.
FIN —On March 20th, to the wife of
F. H. Finley, a daughter.

DEATHS.

WILSON—At Roxbury, Mass., March 23,
Amanda M., wife of Willlam Wilson, aged
57 years.

MALONEY—In this city, on Friday, March
21st, Patrick Maloney, aged 60 years.

HAY—At Barnesville, Kings county, on
the 19th inst., after a short lllness, David
Hay, in the 90th year of his age, leaving a
widow, two sons and four daughters to

their loss.

HARRISON—At the residence of her son,
Morton L. Harrison, No. 57 Celebration
street, March 24th, Hannah M., relict of the
late F. G. Harrison, in the 85th year of her

age.

COSGROVE—In this city, on the 24th inst.,
Patrick J., eldest and beloved son of Thomas
and the late Ellen Cosgrove.

JACKSON—In this city, on the 24th inst.,
after a lingering illness of consumption,
Richard T. Jackson, in the 48th year of his
Bge, leaving a_wife and one child to mourn
their loss. —[Boston papers please copY.
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SHIP NEWS.

PORT OF ST. JOHN.
Arrived

Friday, March 21.

Stmr Sellasia, 2263, Purdy, from New
York, Wm Thomson & Co.

Stmr Dunmore Head, 2203, from Liverpool,
Wm Thomson & Co.

Saturday, March 22.

Stmr St Croix, 1994, Pike, from Boston,
W G Lee, mdse and pass.

Coastwise—Schr Temperance Bell, 76,Tufts,
from Alma.

Sunday, March
Stmr Lord Roberts, 4166, David, from
Talbot, Schofield & Co.
Stmr Parisian, 5395, from Liverpool
Halifax, Wm Thomson & Co.
Monday, March 24.
Coastwise—Schrs Lena Maud, 98, Giggey,
from Point Wolfe; James Barber, 81, Ells.
from Quaco; Thelma, 48, Miiner, from An-
napolis; Selina, 50, &eelyédfrmn Point Woife.

eared.
Saturday, March 22
Coastwise—Schrs Murray B, Baker, for
Margaretsville; Tasmania, Loye, for Lunen-
burg; Garfield White, Matthews, for Point
Wolte; C J Colwell, Ag:xnnder, for Alma.

Friday, March 2L
Stmr Lake Michigan, for Cape Town.
Stmr Ulunda, for London via Halifax.
Saturday, March 22.
Stmr Ionian, Brown, for Liverpool via
Halifax; stmr Wyandotte, Richards, for Lon-
don via Halifax; stmr St Croix, Pike, for

Boston.
Monday, March 24.
YSchr James L. Maloy, Whelpley, for New
ork.
Coastwise—Schrs Nellie I White, Seely, for
Apple River; Chieftain, Tufts, for Quaco; R
1, Kinney, Priddle, for Hillsboro.

OANADIAN PORTS.
Halitax, March 21—Ard, stmr Benedick,
from St John's, Nfid.
Cla Preston, E

—Stmr Hebe, for Dg.
Cl4 20th—Stmr Pro Patria, for Pierre,

Miq.
Halifax, March 2—And, stmr Aguila, from

Shields.
Cld—Stmrs Bratsberg, for Bermuda, ‘West
Benedick,

23.
Port

via

Indies and Demerara.
Sld—Stmrs Hebe, for Preston;

for New York.
Ard March 22—Stmrs Silvia, from New
from St John, N B; schr
{Banks

Kootenay districts and notwithstanding a
fall of 20 per cent. in the price of coppsr,
the mineral production of the province show-
ed an increase of 25 per cent. over the pre-
vious year. The output of the chief metals
being as follows: Gold, $5,600,000; silver,
$2,600,000; copper, $5,000,000; lead, $2,000,000,
and coal, $4,500,000. As you are aware, we
have branches in Rossland and at Kaslo;
and now that the labor troubles are at an
end, and that more economical production
and treatment may reaspnably be- expected,
we hope that notwithstanding the vicissi-
tudes which are inevitable in mining dis-
tricts, those branches may have a prosperous
future. On the Pacific, ecast of British Col-
umbia the salmon pack has been the largest
on record, and there has been a real broad-
ening out in the lumber trade of the prov-
ince; but the conditions of trade generally,
and especially in Victoria, have not been so
favorable as elsewhere in Camada. Tt is
difficult to assign a reason for this excep-
tional state of things—eome are of opinion
that it is owing to political unrest. while
others think that the gold discoveries at
Dawson led to.an inflation 'at these points,
from the after effects of which they are now
suffering. Whatever may be the cause, there
have been failures in Victoria, and I deeply
regret to say that by one of them our bank
has sustained a serious loss, one of our old-
est customers having compelled to
make an assignment. The person to whom
I refer has been long resident in Victoria,
and has always been regarded-most highly
amongst the commercial community. He
has throughout dealt with the bank with
apparent frankness, and hes submitted to
the bank statements respecting his affairs
which are now proved to have been abso-
lutely fictitious. When the eassignment
was made, it was found that for ten years
past the books of account had not been
properly kept, and it has been necessary for
the assignee to bring in a considerable staff
of book-keepers in the hope of being able
ultimately to unravel the tangled state of
his affairs. When speaking about the ac-
counts, I said that 1 should refer again to
the diminished profits for the half-year and
to the smailer appropriation to the reserve
fund. This loss is the reason for both those
disappointing results. Had it not been for
this loss our profits would have equalled
those of the corresponding period, and the
amount transferred to the reserve fund
would have heen £25,000, instead of £15,000.
Under the circumstances which I have de-
scrib to you—circumstances which de-
mand and are receiving the closest investi-
gation—it is impossible to say what our
ultimate loss may prove to be; but it will
at least be a satisfaction to you, if there
can be any satisfaction in such a wretched
tale, to know that whatever the loss may be
it is fully provided for, and you need be
under no apprehension so far as this account
i8 concerned that there s any further dis-
appointment in store for you. I wish that I
could speak more hopefully respecting busi-
ness in Victoria generally, but at the pres-
ent time there is no doubt a feeling of un-
eaginess in that place and on the Pacifc
Coast. I have spoken to you about one fail-
ure because we have only suffered by that
one, but there have been others, and we
know how contagious this state of émngs
becomes. I can only assure you that we are
well and strongly represented at that point
by a manager who is exerting himself to
the utmost to safeguard the interests of the

bank, and in whom we have complete con-.

fidence. Proceeding nonthwards to Dawson
City, it will interest you to know that we
have done a considerable business in the
export of gold, and that our general banking
business is watisfactory. The Government
estimate of the amount of gold shipped
from Dawson during the year is $23,000,000;
but our Dawson City manager, who is now
at home on vacation, tells me that he thinks
these figures exceed thé actual total, and
that there has been an Inaccuracy in the
figures issued by the .department. That,
however, 48 not important to us now;, we
are not so much concerned with the amouot
of gold that has been brought out as we
are with the amount which is left in, and
upon which alone the future prosperity of
Dawson City depends. As to the future life
of the goldfields, 1 notice that the opinions
of experts who have visited the place and
made their observations on the spot differ
widely and you will not, therefore, expect
any opinion at all from me. I will only say
this, that we do not expect to see any in-
crease in the output, and that if the ex-
ports of gold continue upon the present scale
we shall be content. Last summer our gen-
eral manager, Mr. Stikeman, visited this
country, and. although he was only here on
furlough, and not upon the business of the
bank, we had the great advantage of many
interviews with him, which were most valu-
able to vs. I do not think I have auy
further observations to offer upon the re-
port and accounts, and 1 therefore beg to
move that they be adopted, adding that 1
shall be happy to reply to the best of my
abillty to any inquiries swhich you may wish
to nput to me.

Mr. Henry R. Farrar seconded the motion,
which was then put and carried unanimously.

The retiring directors—Messrs. F. Lub-
bock, H. R. Farrar and E. A. Hoare—were
unanimously re-elected, Mr. Edwin
Waterhonse and Mr. George Sneath were re-
apoointed auditors.

An exiraordinary gemeral meeling was
then beld. Mr. Hosre again presiding, at
which Mr. Maurice Olyn waa elecled a di-
Fector. C e A
. 3

York; Wyandotte,

fadonna, from Gl ester for (to
land a sick man.)

Halifax, March 2{—Ard, stmr Bonavista,
from Boston: schrs Rachael H Boyd, from
Fajardo, P R; Valkyrie, Alice R Lawson,
Blue Jacket, Henry M Stanley, W E Mor-
risy and Fernwool, all from Glouce ster,

Mass, for Banks, put in for bait.
Cld—Stmrs MacKay-Bennet (cable), for
New York.
Sld—Stmrs Jonian, for Liverpool; Silvia,

for St John’s, Nfid.

BRITISH PORTS.

London, March 21—Ard, stmr Manchester,
Bhipper, from St John via Halifax,
Moville, Maroh 21—Sld stmr Tunisian,
trom Liverpool for St John via Halifax.

Glasgow, March 23—Sid, stmr Almora, for
St John.
”Marderlu, March 20—Sld, stmr Magda,

alifax.

Port Talbot, March, 22—Sid, stmr Briar-
dene, for Halifax.

for

Preston, March 22—Ard, stmr Hugin, from
S& Joham.
- \ e e
FOREIGN PORTS.
Boston, March 21—Ard, stmr Bostonian,

from London; St Croix, from St John via
Eastport and Portland.

Sld—Stmrs Teutonia, for Rotterdam: Vir-
g nian. for London; Boston, Jor Yarmouth.

Boothbay, Me, N h 21—81d, schrs W 8
Jordan, for New York; Hazel Dell, for New
York; Annie S Kimball, for Southwest
Harbor.

City Island, March 31—Bound south, stmr
Horatio Hall, from Portland. -

Bound east—Stmr Silvia, from New York
for Halifax and St John's, Nfid.
Gloucester, Mass, March 2—Ard, stmr
Chicklade, from Trapani.

Frederikstad, March 14—Sld barque Gammea
for Ship Harbor.

Boston, March
from Glasgow; schrs R. Carson,
E Merriam, from“Diligent River;

2—Ard, stmr Norwesian,
from Quaco;
Adelaide,

trom Cheverie.

Sld—Stmr Merion, for Liverpool; Bona-
vista, for Halifax.

Ard March 23—Schrs Wm C Carnegie, from

Baltimore; J L Colwell, from St John.

Sld—Stmrs Sagamore, for Liverpool; Iber-
ian, for London.

City Island, March 23—Bound south, stmr
North Star, from Pontland, Me; schrs Oro-
zimbo, from Calais, Me; Sarah A Reed,
from Calals, Me; Viola, from St John, N B;
Wm Mason, from Stonington, Me.

New London, Conn, March 22—Sld,
Alaska, from New York for St John.

New  York, March 23—Ard, schrs Charles
K Buckley, from Darien, Ga; Frank W Mc-
Collough, from San Juan and (or) Baracoa.

S1d—Ship Atlas, for Hong Kong.

Portland, Me, March 22—Ard, stmr Alder-
ney, from Louisbourg, C B; schr St Anthony,
from Parrsboro, N 8.

Cld—Stmr Ottoman,
sailed. ‘

Ard March 23—Schr Senator Grimes, from
Calais for New York.

Vineyard Haven, Mass, March 23—Ard,
schrs Avis, from New York for St John;
Abbie Verna, from New York for St Johu;
Clayola, from Edgewater for Halifax.

Ard and sailed March 23—Schrs Edward
E Briry, from Baltimore for Boston (lost
jib); L T Whitmore, from Perth Amboy for
Gardiner; Ravola, from New York for St
John; Manuel R Cuza, from Port Readirg
for St John.

Ard—Schrs T A Stuart,
boy for Eastport; Maud Seward, from
Vinal Haven for New York.

Sldi—Barque John S Bennett; scbhrs Clif-
ford I White, Abbie Ingalls, Donzella,
Sarah Potter, Roger Drury, rry K Knowl-
ton and Abbie Verna.

Passed—Schr Alaska, from New York for
St John.

Cape Henry, Va, March 24—Passed in, schr
Wm B Palmer, from ®Portland for Balti-
more.

Boston, March 24—Ard, etmrs Manxman,
from Liverpool; Peconic, from Mediterranean
ports; schrs Silver Wave, and Abana, from
Quaco; Willie H Child, from Apalachicola;
Josephine Elicot, from Brunswick, Ga, via
Vingyard ven.

Sld—Stmr St Croix, for St John; achrs
Audaciux, for Yarmouth; Fraulein, for St
John: Thistle, and Howard A Holder, for
St Johm; Centennial, for Nova Scotia; D P
S, for Annapolis and Kingsport, N S.

Sld from roads—Schr Stanley Mac, for St
Pierre, Miq. ’

Sld—Schr Emma McAdam, for Bridgeport.

City Island, March 24—Bound south, schr
Annie Gus, from Calais.

Hyannis, Mass, March 24—Ard, schrs Abbie
Ingalls, for Portland; Alaska, for St John.

At Bass River, schrs K D Perry and Roger
Drury, for Boston.

New London, Conn, March 24—Ard, schrs
Freddie Eaton, from Port Reading for an
eastern port; Emma S Briggs, from Osborne,
N Y ifor eastern port.

New York,March 24—Old, stmr Daphne, for
Halifax; schrs Rosa Mueller, for St John;
Freddie A Higgins, for St John.

Philadelphia, March 24—Cld, tug Douglass
H Thomas, for Halifax.

Portland, Me,
man, from Liverpool; schrs Phoenix, from
Parrshoro, N S; T W Allen, from Calais for
Boston; Clara Jane, from Calais for New
York. R

Salem, Mase, March, 24—S1d, schrsEmpress
and Charlie, for New York; Wm Marshall,

schr

for Liverpool, and

from South Am-

March 24—Ard, stmr Nor-

for New Haven; Walter Miller, for Provi-
dence.
Vineyard Haven, Mass, March 24—Anrd,

cehr Ann L Lockwood, from New York lor
Caladd. >
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MARCH 26, 1902.

GENERDUS SHOW IN THE SENATE,

Organization of Committees—Veteran Senator Wark Warmly
Welcomed—Budget Debate Continued in House.

Ottawva, March 20— (Special)—Before de-
btae on the budget was taken up in the
house today,Mr. Henderson (Halton) intro-
duced a bill respecting the James Bay
Railway Company, which was read a first
time. Mr. Hyman withdrew the bill re-
specting the Ontario, Hudson Bay & Wes-
tern Railway Company.

Mr. Flint introduced a bill to amend
the Canadian Temperance Act, which was
read a first time.

Mr. Blain (Peel) resumed the debate
on the budget. He started out with a
defence of tne year book prepared by
George Johnson, which Sir Richard Cart-
wright showed ‘the other evening was so
erroneous in its figures that the popuia-
tion of Canada was given in that publica-
tion more than®en years ago to be nearly
as many as it is today, or as the minister
of trade and commerce put it, put tea
vears ahead of the time. He declared
that the present tariff was unsatisfactory.

Mr. Charlton, after reciting how he
struggled with MacKenzie in 1878 to in-
crease the tariff and how MacKenzie re-
sisted his and others demands, proceed-
ed to say that he would like
to see once more a meeting of the joint
high commission so as to try to get an-
other chance of a reciprocal treaty. He
did not believe that ever Britain would
give a preference to Canada that would
be of any use to us, nor would €anada
bind herself to any scheme of self defence.
What she would do would be voluntary.
He recited his position in regard to the
United States, which he has already
stated many times. As for Mr. Borden's
amendment he would have none of it.

Mr. BEdwards (Russell) gave a free

trade speech. He said Mr. Charlton start-
ed life as a protectionist then became a
free trader and afterwards took up com-
mercial union which he deserted for reci-
procity and now he was back to protec-
tion. {
Aulay Morrison (New 'Westminster) con-
tributed an excellent speech to the bud-
get, speaking principally from an A B C
standpoint.

Mr. Brock replied to Mr. Robinson and
Ralph Smith moved adjournment of the
debate.

In the senate today Hon. Mr. Wark,
father of the senate, took his seat with ap-
plause from both sides of the house.
Senator Wark bowed his acknowledgment
and took his accustomed place at the
table by the assistant clerk.

The senate committees organized today,
the chairmen being: Internal economy
and confingencies, Hon. Mr. ‘Watson;
banking and commerce, Hon. G. Drum-
mond; railways, Sir C. A. P. Pelletier; de-
bates,Hon . Mr.Poirier; standing orders, Hou.
Mr. McKay, -Truro; printing, Hon. Mr.
Gibson; private bills, Hon. Mr. Landry;
divorce, Hon. Mr. Gowan.

This gives five chairmen torthe Conserv-
atives and three to the Liberals, very dif-
ferent treatment to what the Oonservatives
gave the Liberals.

Hon. Mr. Fitzpatrick gives notice of a
Dbill to provide for the appointment of as-
sistant judges to the supreme court in
certain cases. This is a bul similar to
one introduced by Mr. Mills some time
ago and will provide judges to act when
there is no quorum in the supreme court,
through illness or otherwise.

Mr. Borden (Halifax) is moving for

papers, correspoadence, etc., in connec-
tion with the Treadgold concession in the
Yukon.

Mr. Pawell, ¢x-M. P, (Westmorland),
is here.

Ottawa, March 91—(Special)—In the
house today, Mr. Flint introduced a bill
to incorporate the Cosmos Cotton Com-
pany. Tiwo bills were introduced for rail-
ways from the Pacitic coast to the Yu-
kon.

Ralph Smith (Nanamio, B. ©.), made a
most interesting speech on. the Chinese
immigration. He said that he heard a
good deal about protection of manufactur-
ing industries, but while it did not fol-
low that such would increase wwages of
employes, he believed in that kind of pro-
tection which kept servile labor out of
the country for protection of Canadian
British subjects here. He was not only
opposed to Ohinese and Japanese immi-
gration, but also to that other class of
objectionable immigrants which took away
work from our own people.

He asked that such restrictions be plac-
ed on Chinese and Japanese immigration
as the Toyal commission adked.

Mr. Qlarke (Toronto), followed, com-
plimenting Mr. Smith on his temperate
and moderate speech.

Mr. Hughes (P. E. 1), replied to Mr.
Clarke and. said he was the best debater
on the opposition side of the house. The
trouble was that Mr. Clarke had poor
claims to advocate. If the policy of pro-
tection was to be pursued farmers eand
fishermen in his province would demand
bounty.

Mr. Johnson (Cardwell) followed Mr.
Hughes and Mr. Oliver (Alberta) replied,
after which Mr. Bell (Pictou) moved ad-
journment and the house adjourned at
11.50.

Ottawa,
number of

March 24 — (Special) — A

bills were introduced
in - the house today. Mr. Guth-
rie introduced a  bill respecting the
C. P. R.; Ool. Thompson one to incorpor-
ate the Ross Rifle Company; Mr. Bel-
court one to incorporate the Knapp Tubu-
lar Steamship Company, and Mr. Tegris
one to incorporate the Montreal Cotton
Company-

Mr.  Fitzpatrick introduced a bill to
further amend the pilotage act. He also
introduced his bill to provide for appoint-
ment of assistant judges of the Supreme
Court of C:nada in certain cases. These
assistants will be selected from the prov-
ince or district from where the judge who
is temporavily absent comes- If an On-
tario judge is absent, them an Ontario
lawyer will take his place until he returns.
The same thing will happen in the case
of Quebec or the maritime provinces. The
territory west of Lake Superior has no
representation in the court:

Some time was spent in commitiee dis-
cussing Mr. Emmerson’s bill to incorpor-
ate the Sprague Manufacturing Company.
The bill was held over to permit the
question of municipal rights being looked
into. Mr. Fitzpatrick incidentally men-
tioned that he was not prepared to say
but the Bell Telephone Company Wwas
amenable to municipal control.

Belore the orders of ibe day wewd J

reached, Mr. Larivicre protested against
the half-breeds being called Indians on the
census bulletin. They should be classed as
Metis.

In reply to Mr. McCreary, Mr. Fisher
said that the dominion government had
not been officially informed that the col-
onies were excluded by the war depart-
ment from tendering for the supply of
beef for the army, but the forms of con-
tract indicate this. Lord Strathcona was
communicated with in regard to this mat-
ter. There is nothing to indicate the
reason for any such regulation.

In reply to Mr. Kemp (Toronto), Sir
Wilfrid Laurier said the dominion gov-
ernment had equipped and outfitted two
contingents for South Africa at its own
expense. In regard to the others, the ad-
ministration did what the imperial gov-
ernment asked. In regard tc the reason
for this course, if Mr. Kemp was not sat-
isfied he could affirm his own policy in a
motion and submit it to the house.

In answer to Mr. Borden (Halifax), Mr.
Blair said the cost of the new ferry ser-
vice between Mulgrave and Point Tupper
up to date was $419,000. The ferry boat
was delivered on Sept. 28. The new boat
wag tested and of sufficient strength to

.confront the ice conditions in winter- No

trains were yet transferred by the boat.

The budget debate was resumed by Mr.
Bell, of Pictou, who spoke two hours and
a half- He was a little more emphatic
than his leader, Borden, in favor of higher
duties. In regard to the British prefer-
ence he was also a little more explicit- He
maintained that the British preference
should be dropped if it was found that it
interfered with the industries of the coun-
try. At the same time he admitted that
it was difficult to interfere with the prefer-
ence.

The burden, however, of Mr. Bell's re-
marks was that what Canada wanted was
a declaration of policy of protection in
regard to the tariff. If that were secured
he would not have so much to quarrel
with the present tariffi He then pro-
ceeded to take up Sir Richard Cart-
wright’s charges against the census of 1891
and asked that an enquiry be made into
the same and this, in his opinion, would
show how injustifiable were the charges.
Mr. Bell also defended Mr. Johnston’s
year book.

Mr. Johnson (Cape Breton) followed.
He admitted there was a large expendi-
ture but such was necessary to .develop
the resources of the country. It was said
the debt was increased but the trade of

the country was increased to a greater ex-’

tent. He said the charge was made that
the expenditure on the Intercolonial was
heavy. It was true that there were ex-
penditures on 'the road but such were
necessary to put the road in running order
and increase its earning power. 'No one
was satisfied with the condition of the
road in 1896. Today the passenger ser-
vice between Montreal and Halifax, if
speed was left out, was the best in the
world. That could only be done by the
expenditure of money. In this connection
Mr. Johnson made the declaration that
the government should continue owning
the Ilntercolonial. It might not be a
money earner, but the canals were not
money earners. But both in regard to the
railway and the canals a comparsion be-
tween the late government and -the present
was favorable to Mr. Blair. For the five
years previous to 1896 the annual deficits
on the Intercolonial averaged $88,282 and
for the five years since the average deficit
was $51,358. The earning power of the
Intercolonial increased 100 per cent and
that could not be done except by expendi-
ture. The deficits on the canals for five
years previous to 1896 averaged $208,841
and since 1896 $238,655, which was also fav-
orable to Mr. Blair.

Mr. Blair gives notice of a bill to re-
vise and consolidate the laws respecting
railways.

In the Senate.

Ottawa, March 24—(Special)—In the
senate today a motion was put to bring
the minutes of the striking committee pe-
fore the senate. There are of course no
minutes to be brought and if there were
the senate has already adopted the report
of the committee. However, the matter
was discussed and the result was that the
motion was adopted by 24 for to 20
against. The government was therefore
defeated.

“SYLVY’S PIANNER.”

By Mrs. Mary A. Denison

“‘Abner, I do think now you’re prospering
real well, you might git Sylvy a pianner.

This was said by Mrs. Dow, on a Monday
morning to Abner, her husband, as he fin-
ished his second cup of coffee, and gave a
little cough, preparatory to moving back his
chair. Abner Dow was a thin, wiry man,
with a not very prepossessing countenance
save when he smiled. That smile always
made mother and daughter ready to con-
done many an offencs thoughtlessly given.

The room was the large kitchen of a farm-
house, scropulously clean, and fu'l of sun.
shine.

Outsife—was it the song of some strange
bird, caroling? No, only the musical voice
of *Sy vy,” as they always called her, sing
ing beside ths morning glories, as she swung
and rubbed and wrung out the clothes of
the day’s wash. It was a voice utterly un-
trained, yeb sweet, ringing, vibrating—trill-
ing like the canary, warbling like the night-
ingale,

“Ma, now don’t bring that up agsin.
Sylvy is the daughter of plain farmer folk.
I don’t want no notions put in her head of
that sort. Let her go as she’s going; she’s
doin’ well enough for u:. Bymeby she’ll
marry some good man a little forehanded, I
hope, and then she won’t want no pianner.
I wouldn’t hev one in the house.”

“Seem’s if she might eave somethin’ she
wants,” said his wife,

¢ d’no; I guess she has everything she
needs. Didn’t I git her twu bran new
dresses, last week? Don’t she look’s well
as any of the girls about here? Don’t she
sing in the choir? What else does she
want?”

«‘Well, 'tain’t quite that,” said the mother;
“gshe ain’t like the other girls, not most-
ways, Sylvy ain’t. And you ain’t & poor
man, nather. You could afford a couple of
hucdred dollars or more, for what would
give her 5o much pleacure. She’s savin’ up
herself, poor child. and she’s got more’n
fifty dollars just on the eggs and the garden
things. Is’pose by the time she’s thirty
shelll have money enough to buy cne her-
gel,” said the woman with a dreary smile.

«“She works hard enough, if that's all,
an’ she’s willin’, If I was her father ’stead
of her motner, she should hev it, butI don’t
hold the purse-strings,” and she sighed
again.

The voice and the sigh followed the mian
all that day. Abnmer was what is called
close—*“Yes,” said his Quaker neighbor,
¢*friend Abner is a very ‘near’ man.”

“Why, mother, what is the matter?”
queried Sylvis, standing back among the
morning glories, a happy light in her laugh-
ing gray eyes, as ker mother took her place
at the rinsing tub  ““You look for all the
world as if you'd been crying.”

“It’s the smoke, I a’pose,” was the quick
reply, as the woman’s gray head bobbed up
and down. It alleys reds my eyes,” and
Sylvy, satisfied, went on singing. What
mattered it to her that every minute of her
time was filled up with homely duties? she
had her voice, sweet, clear, electrical, and
it obeyed all her moods ~ Eome time she
would have the dearest wish of her heart
gratified—if she lived long enough, she
could buy a piano for herself, no thanks te
anybody. She knew her father was con-
sidered a rich man, but some way it never
seemed to enter her mind to ask "him for a
piano. If only there were fairies now! she
sometimes thought; if only some wonderful
thing might happen !

Meantime, Abner, tired with his morn-
ing’s work, sat down under the shade of a
fine chestnut tree, and the subject upper-
most in his mind was *ylvy’s piazner. It
had been rung on so many changes by his
wife, the last three or four years, that it
ame to be the last thought at night and the
first one in the morning.

] don’s see what the girl wants of it,”
he mustered. ‘‘A new pianner ’ll need new
carpets and cheers to keep it com’p’ny, and
lots of other things we don’t meed. The
idee of a piancer! it's a piece of extrava-
ganse!”

Still hie wife's sad face haunted him, and
Sylvia’s sweet face and glorious voice and
dutiful ways all seemed so many incentives
pressing him toward his duty. He saw the
very place where the piano would stand be-
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Shipping Notes.

Digby, March 22—Schooner Josephine is at
Bear River for Boston.

Schooner Annie Pearl,
at Syda & Cousins’ wharf.

Brigt. Dixon Rice is chartered by Clarke
Bros to load lumber at Bear River for Cien-
fuegos. She is at present at St. John.

Schooner Hattie C. is off Digby with wood
and piling from Bear River for Boston.

Barquentine Sunny South, Capt. McDonald,
is due at Digby from New York for Annpa-
polis to load lumber for Cuba; chartered by
Pickles & Keith.

Tern schooner Bessie Parker towed from
Gilbent’s wharf to Annapolis yesterday to
finish her cargo of lumber for the West
Indies.

Two coasting shooners are being re-toped
at Plympton, the Gazelle and Geo. R. ‘War-
ner, the work on the former is in charge of
W. K. Smith, of that port, and the latter is
Rcharge of Mr. McCaully, of Belliveau's

ve.

Capt. Starratt, is

Schooner Arizona, lying at Plympton.
will sail in a few days with wood. and

piling for Boston.
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tween the little old cabinet, brought from
abroad by his Swiss grandfather, and the
cupboard in the coraer, made and carved by
his father; two veritable works of art, of
which he hardly knew the value. Taking
an old letter and the stump of a pencil from
his pocket, he began to fill the former with
figures, and then, smiling and frowning to-
gether, he got up and went in to dinner.

“I’m goin’ to the city to-morrer, Liddy,”
he said that night, ¢‘you kia get out my
best things, for I s’pose I must oall to
Saml’s.” :

“How I'd like to go there!” ha!f sighed
Sylvia; ‘“‘and I wish you would buy me a
little red feather—just one. The girls will
tell you what kind, if you ask them. They
know all about such things.”

“Yes, I'reckon they do,” said her father,
grimly. *They show what dressin’ to kill,
and pianner playin’ an’ all that brings gals
to—” he added with an attempt at severity.
«I don’t want you to be like them, Sylvy.
I don’t hanker to go there either, but Sam’s
my brother, and though his wife ain’t to
my notion, nor his daughters ither, still I
s’pose I must do my dooty.”

Abner went to the city, feeling very un-
easy in his high hat, and pulling off the
gloves Sylvia had coaxed him to wear, the
minute he reached the cars. From one
musio store to another he plodded his weary
way, mentally enraged at the prices asked.

$“Why, I could buy Jo Steddard’s twen-
ty acre piece for less'n that money,” he
muttered again and again. ‘That’s com-
mon senge, for I shall leave it all to Sylvy"
I ain’t a-goin’ to listen to mo more of their
nonsense, that's all about it.”

With slower steps he approached the

i i
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palatial mansion of his merchant brother,
a splendid hou e, beautiful withount and
within,

“Urcle Abner! good gracious!” exclaimed
Rosa, the oldest girl, as she rose frem her
geat in the upstairs sitting-room. ‘Well, I
suppose we must male the best of it- he is
such a country gawky. Ihateto have h'm
to dinner. I know Hawkins will laugh at
him,”

Hawkins did laugh at him in his sleeve,
as the saying is. Hawkins was one of the
most aristocratic of serving men and the
whole household stood in awe of him. Ard
no$ only Hawkins, but Mrs. Dow, resplend-
ent in diamonds; Lily, the bLeauty and
youngest of the family, and the superb Miss
Rose, all laughed at their country relative
His mistakes were many, and some of them
lalicrous. He would eat with his knife,
and scrape the crumbs up, and ask what the
fin zer bowls were for, and all with such
utter unconsciousness of wrong doing that
intensified the absurdity.

Of course he talked of pianos.

“The idea of getting a piano for that
mean little house!” said Lily, sotto voce, to
her sister.

I wich he would buy ours,” was the re.
sponse; ‘‘then paya would be obliged to get
us & new one, and 1’d coax him for a grand.”

“Yes,” said Mrs. Dow after dinner; ‘“and
there's that lovely Swits cabinet that I have
always coveted, and it is utterly out of place
in that country house. Mrs, Jenks gave
$wo hundred and fifty for hers—not half as
valuable, for we know where this one came
from, and it has a veritable history. If they
could only be exchanged ! We've had
twelve years’ wear outof the piano—and
twelve years from now that cabinet in our
family would be well nigh priceless.”

The idea was broached to the merchant,
who se'zed upon it at once. Thenand there
the old piano, magnificent as to polish and
proportions, but sadly wanting as to its in-
terior arrangcments, was exhibited; the
farmer brother appeared delighted; the mat-
ter was talked over.

« guess I'll do it,” he said; “and as or
the cabinet—as you call it—1I call it a closet
—why I don’t set all the world by it, though
Sylvy does. Bhe reads all the magazines,
you see, and she's got some queer notions
about the value of old things, and rubs it
an’ polishes it as though it was gold. Yes,
I guess I'll do it—but 11l sleep on it a night;
that’s my way, you know, Samiwell—an I'll
let you know in a day or two.”

“Any old thing will do for her.”

These were the talisminic words that did
the business for Sylvia. Why Abner should
suspect what and whom they were meant
for, as they came on the echo of alaugh
down the wide stairease, when he was just
leaving, who can tell? - But all at once he
felt his blood on fire, as he stopped on the
steps of marble, and looked about him. He
thought of the airs and graces of his nieces,
their quiet, almost studied contempt of him
and his homely manaers.

“Any 1d thing'll do for her, will it?
Not if you know yourself, Abner Dow,”
and without waiting for his indignation to
¢ool, he went "into the first music store he
came to and paid four hundred dollars in
cash for & new, and fortwnately good, in-
strument.

“They wanted the old cabinet, did they?
—to brag over, 'c use it came from a foreign
country; well, they can’t have it,” he mut-
tered as he entered his own sunny parlor,—
¢sto him that hath shau’t be given this time
—not, with Abner Dow’s consent.”

Not a word did he say to the women folks
about his purchate but when the great van
drove up to the door onthe day after, a
happier girl or s more delig! ted woman than
Sylvia and her mother it would be hard to
find. i

¢ knowed it,” said Mrs. Dow, the tears

running down her cheeks, “I felt. it in my
bones. Abner ain’t the man to do things
by halves—he’s got something you may be
proud of.”

Abner was somewhere in the blokground,
rubbing his hands and smiling grimly to
himself, but when he felt two soft, round
arms about his neck and such sweet kisses
on his tanned cheeks he hardy knew
whether the tears he wiped from his old
eves were his or Sylvia’s, but he did feel
tgnt he had never been so happy in his life.

Sylvia made the most of her charming
gift. It was not many years before she was
able to impart to others the instruction she
had gained.

One morning Miss Rose Dow read the
following from the citv papers:

“The dwelling, barn and outhouses of an
estimable farmer in Briarville, Mr. Abner
Dow, were destroyed last night by fire, the
inmates barely escaping with their lives.”

“Good 'gracious !’ said Mr. Dow, the
brotherly instinct rising in the crisis to a
clear sense of duty, ‘I must have them all
here at once. W hat a loss it will be to Ab-
ner! He must come here till he gets on his
legs again.”

“ 1f he ever does,” muttered Rose, under
her breath.

Protest was useless. In affairs of moment
Sam Dow was master in his own house, and
before night the sufferers were lodged be-
neath his roof, and his women folks m.de
the best of it. As for Sylvia, She, at least,
entered upon & glozious campaign. Neither
of her cousins could play as she did and her
voice made her hosts of friends Her mother
kept in the background, but Sylvis, with
her youth, and something better than beau-
ty, her grand voice, that needed now but
little cultivation to in ure her a competence,
captured hearts wherever she went,.

ven her simple dresses, chosen with con-
summate taste, always set off with roses
instead of jewels, made her the more the rage.

Before many months had gone by she had
accepted a situation as leading soprano in
one of the best churches, at a salary that
soon placed Abner and his wife in a home of
fairer proportions than the old farmhouse.

And the farmer was wont in after years,
when Sylvia’s fame bsame almoat world-
wide, and he, through her care, lived sur-
rounded by comforts and even luxuries, to
say with that sweet smile that so rarely
lighted up his homely face, that the best
day’s work she ever did for himself was
when he boight ‘‘Sylvy’s pianner.”

Prayer
much @
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lould sound of ‘“‘thank you'' as
i pleane,”




