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: JAustrians Beaten Back at chenl Points with Heavy Losses

. =Italian Airmen Drop Four Tons of High Explosives
on Enemy Torpedo and Submlrine Works West of

" Fiume.

/

Rome, Aug. 2, via London, 425 p, m.—~The Austrians suffered a se-
« vere defeat In Monday's engageMents on the Astico Valley, the war of-
fice announced today, Their attacks on the Italian lines at Monte Selug-

glo, Castellatto and Mom’ Cimone were repulsed with extremely heavy

losses for the attacking forces, the official statement declares.

"An Italian aerial squadron dropped four tons of high explosivés on *
the Whitehead torpedo and submarine works west of Fiume yesterday,
serlously damaging the plant, the announcement adds. }

The text of the statement follows:
“Further information received shows
fthe serious nature of the defeat suffer-
«d by the enemy in the fighting in the
Astico Valley on Monday. After a

/heavy bombardment of the whole line
between Tovo and the Assa Valley,
/the enemy made demonstrations on
"Monte Seluggio and on Castellatto and
attacked in force on Monte Cimeno,
tbut were defeated with very heavy
loss.

“In the Tofana region the enemy
rn.uln made fruitless efforts against

celia Wood, and afterwards bom-
ft¥rded Cortina D’Ampezzo, Our heavy
wartillery replied by bombarding vil-
|1ages in the Drave Valley.

“In the Upper Degano Valley the
penemy artillery fired on Fornie Avol

trl with incendiary shells. We re-
taliated by partially destroying Mau-
thon, in the Gail Valley.

“As enemy aircraft had on July 27
attacked Italian open towns on the
Lower Adriatic without any military
object, one of our strong Caproni
squadrons yesterday bombarded the
Whitehead torpedo and submarine
works, three kilometres west of
Fiume, In spite of the heavy fire of
anti-aircraft artillery and attacks by
enemy aeroplanes our aviators suc-
ceeded in dropping four.tons of high
explosives which did much damage to
the works, and set them on fire. Dur-
ing the aerial engagement one enemy
aeroplane was brought down above
Muggia. One of our Caproni machines
was observed landing mnear Volisca.
The others returned safely.”

t A WEEK WITH
3 THE
t MINE SWEEPERS

Some Thrilling
Experiences in
The North Sea

By Gordon Bruce.

(Special Correspondent of the New
York “Tribune.”)

Duty, courage, and efficiency—
jthese three words are the summary
of my week's trip in the North Sea
aboard a British mine-sweeper. It is
hazardous work, this sweeping the
seas for enmemy mines laid under
cover of darkness by the small boats

f the Genmans. - .

On my arrival at the paval station
f! was received cordially by the com-
)mndone in mmand. At mess that
)ni&hl there Were a nuwmber of visiting
officers from various: branches of the
‘ gervice, and during the evening I got
fsn'.tme fresh ideas of what the British

Navy stands for. These men told of
jthe most thrilling experiences in the
most casual manner. And each one
seemed to consider the other fellyw's
Job most dangerous.
t y told me much about mine-
swigeping. They explained the method
b ich the seas are %kept clear.
They drew diagrams to illustrate the
mechanism of the mines, paying due
|trlbute to the ingenuity of the enemy.
1 was amazed at the detailed knowl-
edge which they had of German activ-
|ities. They told me when and where
jthe deadly explosives would be placed,
and certain prophecies made at that
'table turned out later to be correct.
{But what impressed me was the
bravery and optimism of the men.
Fear is not in their vocabulary; yet
there were present four officers whose
.ships had been sunk under them. It
was all in the day's work.

y “Fishing.”

It was somewhat startling to learn
{how many hundreds of boats and
thousands of men are engaged con-
.unuounly in harvesting those murder-
jous sea bombs. “Fishing,” they call
1it. So next morning 1 went “fishing.”
1t was a hopeful start, because as we
| put out from the quay in the dim ligat
!of early morning the captain of the
i eper promised faithfully to take
) where the “fishing” was good—

ere he was certain the Germans
ihad laid mines.

Another boat, a sister to ours, left
harbor at the same time. She was
lour other half—for British mine-sweep-
ing operations require two boats,
while tre Germans employ but one.
\The boats travelled along for many
'hours side by side. I stood on the
'pridge with the captain, who seemead
|mlways there. Presently a deck hand
|came up the ladder and handed up
{two pneumatic lifebelts. The cap-
‘tain silently passed one to me. Thea
he gave a command, and a signal was
'flashed to the other boat.

The other boat nosed easily along-
gide. There was a clanking of ma-

chinery and she made off again, carry-
ing one end of a heavy steel cable.
Several hundred yards away she re-
eumed her course, with the cable sas-
ged far down beneath the surface of
the water. That was all—we were
sweeping.
A Catch.

“Now then,” said the skipper, “we
.are oh the job. TNe Germans sneak
out @ night and sprinkle mines
fiere, here, and here,” indicating the
/ tions on the chart. “They adjust
E‘: mooring cables so that the mines

Il be just under the water atlow
/tide, and a ship canmot possibly have
,any warning. Devilish thing, isn't
1"

So we ploughed along very slowly
keeping abreast of the other vessel,
and with nothing to show that we
were connected except a few feet of
cable where it ran down the side into
the apparatus which keeps it below
the surface. ;

It was late in the afternoon that

e our first catch., A sudden

{

tightening of the cable made it clear
that we had hit an obstruction. There
was just a slight tremor all through
the boat. Everybody stepped to the
rail and gazed intently into the water.
“That'll be one,” said the commander,
as the cable relaxed. Sure enough, it
was “one.” The Boche mine broke
the surface of the water and floated
free, its mqoring of one-inch steel cut,
off as cleanly as if with a mighty pair
of shears. As it rolled lazily in the
swell it remin ¢d me of a great black
turtle with s} es on its back.

“Now,” said the captain, “is where
our, fup comes in.” The boat man-
oeuvred until the mine lay about
eighty yards to starboard. Four of
the men lined up at the rail. As many
Winchester rifles spoke. Then the
men bent eagerly forward to see what
would be the effect of the volley. Luck
was theirs that time. The steel bui-
lets had punctured the air chamber
of the mine, and slowly, almost re-
luctantly it seemed, .the ugly thing
sank from sight. The young comman-
der smiled as he directed the renewal
of operations, *“There goes two hun-
dred pounds of good German T. N.
T."” he chuckled.

German Infamy.

Then he told me an astounding fact.
Under The Hague regulations, to
which Germany was a subscriber, all
mines are fitted with a device which
renders them harmless when they
have broken from their wmooring
cables. But, he said, while the safety
attachment may be found on the Ger-
man mines right enough, somehow it
fails to work. Springs and valves
may be so tampered with that the
mine is quite as deadly when floating
free as when properly moored.

Néxt morning we caught another
one. As the shout from the look-out
announced that the mine had come to
the surface, the commander sent be-
low for two rifles. When they had
been brought he produced several
boxes of cartridges comtaining leaden
bullets. “It may take some time,” he
said. “But we will try to explode this
one. The lead will not penetrate the
steel walls of the air chamber, and
after a bit we may hit one of the
horns,” It did take some time—thirty
minutes, to be exact. At eighty yards
those five tiny horns, plungers or trig-
gers, as they are variously called, do
not present much of a target. But at
last a chance shot from one of our
rifles found one of them,

There was an explosion that made
our teeth rattle, while a huge volume
of black smoke belched upward into
the still air, and a shining column ot
water shot straight up through the
black cloud to a height of fifty or sixty
feet. It was a refiarkable sight. Above
the ominous smoke cloud the column
of water glistened in the morning sun;
below it was dull and grey, and both
parts of this perpendicular jet were
visible at one time—just for a fleeting
second. Then the water poured back
through the smoke, and the grim cloud
drifted off over the waste of the North
Sea.

And we went on sweeping.
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SIA FREDERICK BORDEN
S RECOVERED

Halifax, Aug. 2—S8ir Frederick Bor-
den,. who was slightly indisposed
while returning from Ottawa to his
home at Canning, last week, has re-
covered and has been out motoring

('. mad overy day this week.
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THE BAITISH

Two More Enemy Craft Ac-
counted for Yesterday-—
British  Artillery Doing
Great Work.

London, August 2.—The British

official statement issued this evening
8:

“There is nothing to report. The
day was comparatiyely quiet, except
for hostile artillery activity against
Trones Wood.

“During the last 24 hours our artil-
lery, in co-operation with the flying
corps, destroyed seven “gun emplace-
ments and six ammunition dumps
near Grandcourt, and aléo further em-
placements on other parts of the
fromt.

“A few hostile aeroplanes crossad
our lines for a short distance, but
were quickly driven back. One was
brought down and another damaged.
The enemy appears anxious to avoid
aerial combats.” »
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NEARLY 4,000
K.0F G3 GATHER
T DAVENPORT

Supreme Convention Knights
of Columbus Re-elect Old
Board of Directors.

Davenport, Iowa, Aug. 2—The su-
preme convention of the Knights of
Columbus today re-élected the four
members of the board of directors
whose terms expired, including Dr. N.
A. Dussault, of Quebec. About 4,000
members of the order and Visiting
ladies are in attendance. Buffalo, N.
Y., and Old Point Comfort, Va., are
the strongest contenders for next
year's convention.

e —

MAJ. GAULT
AGAIN UNDER THE
SURGEONSKNIFE

London, Aug. 2.—(Montreal Gazette
Cable.)—Major Hamilton Gault of the
Princess Patricias underwent today a
further operation, found necessary for
the comfort of his amputated leg. He
has been making watisfactory progress,
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CONFIRMATION AT
PARRSBORO, N. S,

Special to The Standard.

Parrsboro; N. 8., August 2.—The
Sacrament of Confirmation was admin.
istered last evening at St, Bridget's
church to about sixty persons by
Archbishop MecCarthy, asgisted Ly
Rev. Dr. Curren, of Halifax, and Rev.
A. Donohue, of Kentville. His Grace
and party left this morning by ‘auto-
mobile for Joggins Mines where con-
firmation will be administered this
evening, stopping on the way to con-
firm a class at the Indian Reservation
at Halfway River.

Another Sunday school excursion
from Springhill this morning brought
a large number of visitors. This is
the third Sunday school excursion
from Springhill to Parrshoro within
a fortnight.
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A5 WELL AS MILITARY AIMS

Resolved to Wage Economic War Together and Prevent
German Attack on Markets of Allies, as well as Neut-
rals, After the War—Belgium and Serbia Must be Re-

¢ stored Materially and Economically to Former Status.

Londéon, Aug. 2, 450 p, m—Premier state for home affairs, expressed
Asquith, on opening the discussion in [ d0ubt whether all the free trade mem-
the House of Commons on the resolu-| 227 in the cabinet approved the reso-

lutions and he warned the House
tion of the Paris economic conference, | ggainst being hurried into an approval
said the British government had enter- | of the resolutions, which might have
ed the conference with two objects in | “consequences very different from
view. The first was to convince the |those expected in a spirit of righteous
Central Powers that the Entente Al-|indignation with a despicable foe.”
lies, whatever their views on the eco-| He also warned the House to do noth-
nomic policy, were resolved to wage |ing likely to shift the trade centre
war in complete unity and determina- |of the world from Great Britain to—
tion, in economic as in military (say America. ,
spheres. The second was to make Colonel Winston Spencer OChurch-
preparations for the period following |ill, formerly home secretary and ex-
the declaration of peace in view of |first lord of the admiralty, said, in his
the known attitude and will of the |opinion, it was a good war measure,
Germans. and the government proposals de
“Our eyes have been opened,” sald |served whole-hearted and spontaneous
the premier, “as to the meaning of the | approval.
manifold ramifications of the German| The debate drifted into a discussio:
system of economic penetration and|Of the free trade question. Andrew
commercial and financial control of | Bonar Law, secretary for the colonies,

vital interests and the use to which,j2dmitted that Great Britain had a°-|tember.

with advantage, this system could be|Cumulated enormous wealth under
put in time of war.” free trade, but reminded his hearers
Germany, Mr. Asquith sald, would |that Great Britain's command of the
be animated with the same spirit sea did not depend on free trade, and
when the war was over. The Germans if they could imagine Great Britain
already were organizing their indus- placed in Germany’s position, of hav-
tries for an attack on the markets of | \08 81l external trade severed, he
the Entente allies, he sald, and for a| "0Uld ask how long Great Britain
vigorous, i possible, attack on neu- would have been able to do what Ger-
tral markets. many has done in carrying on the
i war, from the viewpoint of military
Enemy Starts with a Handicap. B"éngli)hi

e believed the effect of the tarift
vlTha (;:rm:::”wo[\‘ﬂd start lwnh ob-| was greatly exaggerated on both sides.
tl:::da thsr?)ugh 'me‘!‘: a‘:“;iﬁ‘x e;-n ‘:;‘s" It was really a question of organiza-
. " | tion, he said, and th -
troying the works and factories in the | jutions s:allym:nme: F:?‘::;ic‘fgrisl?e
invaded countries, and because of the| Allies independent of Germany with
;Mtt m:ftel;h‘:x’n:ad dﬂ large mﬂﬂlim: regard to vital industries hitherto con-

eet 8 rned in German an

Grand Orator, H. H. Schaefer, Shediac;

trolled by Germany.
neutral ports, it would be necessary

Are the Four Fruits Used In

GRAND COUNEIL
ROVAL ARCANIUN i ke
ENDS SESSIONSEEEEEE S

other remedies and they did me no
good.” Om the other hand, the fact
io. | that “Fruite-tives” is entirely differ
Increased Rate‘ to be Dis- M e e T
cussed at Adjourned Meet- | world, is just why you should give it
Y @ falr trdal, in any trouble of the
ing Next Month — Grand | geomach, 1iver, Bowels, Kidneys of
Skin. ‘“Fruiltaetives” is composed of
Officers Installed. the active principle of fruit and the
@greatest merve tonic ever discovered.
60c. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size, 260
At all dealers or sent postpald by
Frpit-a-tives Limited, Ottawa.

Special to The Standard.

Fredericton, Aug. 2.—The anmual
sesglon of the Grand Council, Royal
Arcanum, for the Maritime Provinces,
was completed this evening. Many of
the delegates left for their homes to-
night.

At this afternoon’s session Rev. F. T. ’
McFaden, D. D., of Richmond, Va., A “ :
past supreme regent and rgpresenta-
Leod

tive of the Supreme Counkcil, was
heard in connection with the increase
in rates which has been suggested by
the Supreme Council. Rev. Dr. Mec-
# London, Aug. 2.—Capt. W, Mc
Faden explained in brief why ‘the su- Moore, who has reliquished his duties
preme body dgemed the increase ad- as officer in charge of Beachborough
visable. The increase has not gone|p,.. pogpital, Shorncliffe, has now
been transferred from the Canadian
Medical Corps at Bramshott, where he
had received a commission in the 4th

into effect but will be finally consid-
ered at an adjourned meeting of the

Divigion, and has been attached to the
10th Brigade.

cil is W. H. Studd, with H. H, James
of St. John as altéFhate.

Supreme Council to be held in Sep-

The next session is to be held at
Amherst, N. S,
Just before the close of this after-

noon’s session Rev. Dr. McFaden in- Sl[’ Sam Sees Ca_nad]an

stalled officers as follows: Grand Re-

gent, W. B, Studd, Halifax; Grand “Iood “l, ]
ViceiRegent, H. A, Porter, St. John; smen at Ork 1

Grand Secretary, J. P. Allison, Sack- Bl’ltlSh Crown Lands
ville; Grand Treasurer, E. F. Hartt, e

Halifax; Grand Chaplain, C, H. Perry, London, Aug. 2.—(Montreal Gazette
Sussex; Grand Guide, G. G. Wetmore, | Cable.)—Canadian foresters in full ac-
8t. John; Grand Warden, T. H. Fran-| tivity, hewing down timber on Crowa
ces, Halifax; Grand Sentry, W. A K.|lands, were visited by Sir Sam Hughes

McQueen, Dorchester; grand trustees|and his staff today. The minister also

remain the same as before, Hiram | visited the Duchess of Connaught hos-

Goudey, Yarmouth; T. H. Frances,|pital at Cliveden, being received by

Halifax; C. A. McLennan, Truro. The| Col. Gorrell and giving a cheery talk
representative to the Supreme Coun-|to the men.

to make preparations for the coming
of peace and the resolutions of the
conference represented the general
lines upon which these preparations
would proceed. -

Premier Asquith repeated that it
was an essentlal condition to peace
that Belglum and Serbia be restored,
not only politically, nationally and
diplomatically, but materially and eco-

NEVER WAIT

nomically, to the positions in which
they stood before the war. The devas-
tated districts of France and Poland

This illustration Shows
Greatly Reduced Size

till the last moment to clip your

would be similarly treated.

Dealing briefly with the measures
proposed for the course of the war
and during the period of reconstruc-
tion, the premier said it was the
bounden duty of the Allies to take
every step to secure for their own
use the supplies produced by their
own country. As for permanent meas-
ures for mutual assistance anfl col- o S
laboration among the Allies, these ) S oL
would be left to each country. He N
emphasized the point that the reso-
lutions were not aimed at neutrals.

Bright Omens For Future.

As far as Great Britain was con-
cerned, continued the premier, the
omens for the future were very en-
couraging. Their industries had shown
extraordinary enterprise and re-
sourcefulness and there was a greater
disposition among manufacturers to
use all resources of the country to in-
crease the output amd improve the
organization.

Certain commercial changes, said
Mr. Asquith, amounted to revolution.
The board of trade was angaged in a
scheme to render the country inde- ; Rl
pendent of supplies from hostile bel- ) .
Hgerents in respect to dyes, spelter,
ete,

The government, added the pre-
mier, was in consultation with labor
representatives with a view to the
formulation of an aftexthe-war policy
in social and industrial matters in-
tended to secure a fairer distribution
among all classes of the results of
modern industry.

Reviewing the situation in general,
Premier Asquith emphasized two
points, first, the determination of the
Allies to obtain reparation for the
devastated areas; second, that “these
resolutions are not - aimed at neu-

BNNRRE s

trals.”
“The attention of the government,” b § _17‘ Sl
continued the premier, “has been MDA Rl ALY B bl

called to the fact that some appre- by

hension has arisen in meutral coun-
tries, more especially in the United
States, with regard to these resolu-
tions, that the resolutions might be
directed against neutrals. That is e
not the case. The resolutions con- \.‘:“.".::'r\
templated only necessary measures i =X \.—vnz:a
of self-defense against economic ag- Bt
gression threatening the Allies’ most
vital interests, and in carrying them
into effect every endeavor will be
made to epsure neutrals against suf-
fering.” 2

There was no more handened free
trader than he, said the premier, but
no one could be blind to the fact that
this war, with its upheaval of social,
political and industrial conditions,
suggested new problems and modifi
cations im the solution of all prob-
lems.

Sir Edward Carson expressed gener-
al approval of Premier Asquith’s state-
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ment, and said the questions of tariff
reform and free trade were mot con.
cerned. If these resolutions were put
into operation, the Ulster Unionist
leader said, it would be as vital a
victory for Great Britain as any that
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