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RITISH BATTLESHIP PORI 
ENGLISH CHANNEL-

BLE BLOWN UP IN 
HUNDRED LIVES LOST

i.'i

I

jl British Navy Suffers Heavy Loss on New Year’s Mom—Not Certain 

« Yet Whether Mine or German Submarine Caused Disaster
Carried 750 men, Only 150 of Whom are Known to Have 
Been Saved—Several Fleet Officers Aboard—Heavily Armored 
and Carried 4 Twelve Inch Guns—Was Launched In 1898

FIGHTING IN THF WEST YESTERDAY 
CONFINED TO ARTILLERY DUELS

1SHFINDS
ISITT

HOLY 700 “JOBLESS” MEN Situation Virtually a Position of Stalemate In
Both Theatres of War—Germans Fail to 
Re-Take St George, on Belgian Coast— 

Both Sides Before 
Another General Offensive Movement Is 
Started—Germans Digging Themselves In, 
In Northern Poland, Until Hardening of 
Roads Facilitates Movement of Troops.

NEW YEAR’S 
TRAGEDY IN 

CIPE BRETON

London, Jan. 1The British battleship Formidable was 
sunk this morning in the British Channel by either a mine or 
submarine, according to announcement given out by the of
ficial Information bureau,

The text of the bureau's statement follows:
"The battleship Formidable was sunk this morning in 

The channel, but whether by a mine or a submarine is not 
yet certain,

i - "Seventy-one survivors have been picked up by a 
■ British light cruiser,

The British battleship Formidable had a displacement of 
15,000 tons, She was 430 feet long and carried a crew of 
750 men. She was heavily armored and carried four 12-inch 
guns, twelve 6-inch guns and sixteen 12-pounders. She was 
provided also with four submerged torpedo tubes,

The Formidable wee launched In 1888, and wee a eleter ahlp to the 
Irreeiatlble and the Implacable.

The Formidable had aealgned to her, according to the Brltleh ngvy 
Hot for December, varloua fleet office re, end coneeguently aha undoubt
edly waa acting ae a flagahlp at the time of her deetrpotlon. Her cep-
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Youth of Seventeen and Girl 
Companion Go Through Ice 
and are Drowned,

New York, Jan. 1.—Unemployed men 
and women in this city began the 
New Year with an outdoor demonstra
tion which culminated In a fight with 
policemen who lnterterred when an 
attempt was made to hold a parade 
with objectionably worded banners 
flung aloft

About 700 Idle men and women gath
ered In Union Square to listen to dis
cussion, In several languages, of their 
problem of welfare through the win
ter. The police-did not interrupt the 
meeting, which was orderly through
out, but later ordered the dispersal 
of marchers who, apparently, Intend
ed to parade to the Harlem headquar
ters of the League of the Unemploy
ed. T

London, Jan, 1,—The destruction of the British battle
ship Formidable in the English Channel today by a mine or a 
submarine boat, which, although it is one of those events 
Englishmen now realize must be expected, so long as the 
British navy is compelled to keep to the seas, has caused 
widespread grief, r

"This is due not so much to the loss of the ship, which 
was fifteen years old and cost about $5,000,000, as it is for 
the men—600 in number—who are believed to have gone 
down with her; TJiu&Tar only 150 men of fhe Formidable’s 

«to have beer—-
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cued are eight officers and six midshipmen.
UltaBLE TO SAY WHETHER MINE OR

Sydney, N. 8., Jan. 1—Norman Mo 
L/tod, aged seventeen, and Misa Lena 
MacDonald, telegraph operator, age 
eighteen, were drowned at the village 
of Fouschu, C. B„ yesterday. They 
broke through the Ice while skating 
and disappeared before the? could be 
rescued.

Mise Macaektll, another member of 
the party, wae rescued.

detail* 
, whose

ed t

tain was Arthur N. Loxley and her commander 
Captain John C. Deed waa In command of the marines on board, while 
tho fleet surgeon wae Godfery Taylor and the fleet paymaster P. J. 
Ling. The chaplain la given ae the Rev. Gee. D. Robinson. On board 
the Formidable were alee sixteen midshipmen.
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WITH SEAS RISING THIRTY FEET HIGH 
CREW Of TRAWLERS RESCUE SEVHITY Of 

SURVIVORS FROM THE FORMIDABLE
WISEST ■mm res-was not the

such a suggei , as the note was not 
originally Intended for the press. It I charged with assault and disorderly 
is understood that Ambassador Page 1 conduct. Men and women attacked 
had anticipated such mistaken impres- the police In an effort to liberate 
slons by assuring the British govern- Druer, and were driven off by reserves, 
ment Informally that the 
States was thoroughly in earnest

Incidentally, the Ambassador cabled 
that the British government had cor
rected some English newspaper re
ports which, spoke of a discourtesy 
in premature publication. Mr. Page 
reported that Lord Haldane. In charge 
of the foreign office, was informed of 
the purport of the communication be
fore even the first Intimation of the 
contents of the note was published.

The general belief in Washington 
is that a common ground will be reach
ed In future diplomatic correspondence 
whereby definite arrangements will be 
put Into effect to relieve American ex
porters of uncertainty.

Dtuer. He

Î-A
SUBMARINE CAUSED THE DISASTER.

The British Admiralty has not announced the locality 
where the disaster occurred, and declares that it is unable to 
say whether the ship struck a mine or was torpedoed,

The news from the front was dwarfed today by this 
latest loss to the British navy, although battles of consider
able proportions are taking place along the two lengthy 
fronts.

United

POLLING IN 
ONTARIO TOWNS 

YESTERDAY

4 “London, Jan. 1—The Tor Bay trawler Providencl has landed sev
enty additional survivors from the battleship Formidable. They were 
rescued by the trawler during a terrific storm this morning. This 
make* the aggregate number of saved, as far ae la known, 141.

The rescue wae effective under dangerous and exciting circumstan- 
"cea^ The crew of the trawler were amazed while running before the gale 
for shelter, to find a email open boat driving under their lee through 

with' an oar hoisted, bearing a sailor's scarf. Af-

At New Year's Banquet of St, 
Stephen Curling Club—Giv
en Splendid Reception,

Special to The Standard
St Stephen, Jan. 1—The Thistle 

Athletic Association held a smoker 
and banquet in Odd Fellows' Hall as 
the old year passed and the new ar
rived. The affair was largely attend
ed and the most enjoyable of many 
excellent functions held by this or
ganization composed mostly of the 
young men of the place and conduct
ed entirely by them. W. F. Higgins 
who had filled the presiding office dur
ing the year, occupied the chair. Hon. 
George J. Clarke, Premier of the prov
ince, who has been a member of the 
association for a long prelod of years, 
was the guest of honor and was given 
a most enthusiastic reception by his 
brother members at all creeds and all 
Shades of politics. The Premier made 
an excellent address and other splen
did addressee were given by leading 
citizens.

Brewer Edwards was elected presi
dent of the association for the com
ing year.

F. O. Sullivan, Principal of the 
Grammar School, is a patient in Chip- 
man Memorial Hospital, where he 
underwent a successful operation 
Thursday afternoon, tirom which he 
is making a successful recovery.

At a meeting of the Directors of the 
Agricultural Society held last even
ing, it was decided to hold the annual 
exhibition at St. Stephen on the four 
days, September 14th to 1M,

mountainous waves 
ter strenuous efforts those on the trawler succeeded in getting a rope 
to the cutter, and brought her, with great eklll to berth at their stern.

Tho naval men began to) jump aboard, but even then there waa flan- 
gar of losing man, as the seas were rising thirty feet high. After thir
ty minutes' labor, however, all Were aafely rescued. One lad of 19 waa 
so exhausted by exposure that he required Immediate treatment to save 
his life. When all had left the cutter her rope waa cut, as she was full 
of water, having a hole under her hull which had been stuffed with a 
pair of trousers, of which one man had divested himself for the purpose.

Some of the rescued men had no trousers, and these were cared for 
In the warm engine room. The naval men had been In the cutter for 
nearly twelve hours. The crew of the trawler distributed hot coffee, 
food and tobacco among the sailors. When they landed, the residents 
brought blankets, clothing and boots for the aurvlvora, and housed 
them In comfortable quarters.

The plight of these survivors from the Formidable la almoat Indes
cribable. For hours before being rescued they had been battling 
against the storm, hoping against hope, until the brown sails of the 
providence hove in eight. During the height of the storm they were 
almost continuously engulfed In great waves.

The fighting In Flanders and Northern France has been confined 
largely to artillery engagements, except near Bethune, where the Ger
mans claim they have taken a British trench. They admit, however, 
the lose of Saint Georges, near the Belgian coast, which the official re
port from Berlin says It was decided not to re-take owing to the high 
level of the water there.

In the Argonne region, where the battle has been almoat continuous 
for weeks past, the Germane claim to haVe made a little progress, as an 
offset to which, however, the French declare they have continued their 
advance In Upper Alsace.

Toronto
Toronto, Jan. 1—Thomas Langton 

Church, Controller for five years, was 
today elected Mayor of Toronto over 
Jesse O. McCarthy, Controller for the 
past three years, by a majority of 
6,469.

John O’Neill is the only Controller 
re-ele<ïted, the other three members of 
the Board of Control for 1916 being: 
Thomas Foster, Frank S. Spence and 
Jos. E. Thompson.

Ill I SINGLE USE 
IF INTEMPERANCE 

ÏMCEEE TO CANTEEN STATEMENTS IN BOTH THEATRES.
On the whole the situation seems virtually to have reached a po

sition of stalemate. Neither side has been able to make any great im
pression on their antagonists’ lines, both being very strongly entrench
ed, It Is considered unlikely that either the Germans or the Allies will 
attempt another general offensive until superiority Is attained by rein
forcements. *

Much the same situation prevails in Northern Poland, where the 
Germans are reported to have found it impossible to get across the 
Bzura and Rawka rivers, and equally unsuccessful in advancing along 
the Pillca and are said to be digging themselves in preparatory to re
maining until the hardening of the ground by the frost mak-t the 
movement of troops less difficult.

The growth of the British army is shown by an army order issued 
tonight constituting six armies of three army corps each. Thus, several 
Generals who commanded army corps at the beginning of the war now 
find themselves the heads of complete armies.

I
London

London, Ont., Jan. 1—C. M. R. Gra
ham, Mayor of London for Jlhe peat 
three years, and 
fourth term, was defeated at the polls 
itoday by Dr. H. A. Stevenson 
ning with the endorsatlon 
Trades and Labor Council, by a ma
jority of 642.

Gordon Wright, a brother-in-law of 
N. W. Rowell, the Ontario Liberal 
leader, running as an Independent 

temperance candidate, made a poor 
showing in a three-cornered contest.

Berlin
Berlin, Ont, Jan. 1—Dr. J. E. Hett 

was today elected Mayor, defeating A. 
L. Briethaupt by a majority of 749.

Hamilton
Hamilton, Ont., Jan. 1—Chester S. 

Walters, was elected Mayor today, de
feating Controller Gardner by over 
1,803. Both candidates are Liberals,

Service Journals Reply to 
Criticism that Many are Dis
missed for Falling Under 
Temptations Which Should 
Not Have Been Put in Their 
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« SX VEST ATTACKS 
GERMANS TAX TO REGAIN 

TRENCHES TAKEN BYAWBUlElIllentrai ii mon

London, Jan. 1—Already bitter feel
ing has been caused to Canada through 
the dismissal of many of our men for 
falling under temptations which, it is 
said, should not have been put In their 
way. Service Journals reply that not 
a single case of Intemperance Is 
traceable to the canteen, 
regulations guarding He 
strict; HNW 
many to substitute beer for the whis
key obtained in saloons outside the 
camp, which, when the canteen was 
opened, General Alderson put out of 
bounds.

It is also urged that the canteen 
taught self-control superior to com
pulsory abstinence more fitting to 
prisons than camps.

CREATE SIX ARMIES UNDER 
REORGANIZATION PLAN

and that the 
use are too 

that the canteen compelled
Parle, Jan. 1^-Thls afternoon’s official statement was aa follows: 
“From the eea to Rhelme there wae yesterday hardly anything

____than artillery engagements. The enemy bombarded, without result,
the village of St George and the head of the bridge position organiz
ed by the Belgians at a point south of Dlxmudo,

"Spirited cannonading resulted advantageously for us between La 
Baeeee and Carency; between Albert and Roys; In the region of Ver» 
neetll, and In the neighborhood of Blanc Sablen, which la near Craonne. 
At this last mentioned point we alto demolished certain German earth-

SEES END OF 
10 THIS YEAR

Each Composed of Three Army Corps — Gen. Sir Douglas 
Haig in Command of Firslj and Sir H. L. Smith-Dorrien 
in Charge of the Second.mm PRESS ACCLAIMS 

HONORS Sll ÎE0.EMEÏ 
Ml SIH T. H. GREENWOOD

Buenos Aires, Jan. 1—La Prenne to
day prints a despatch received from 
Formosa, Argentina, stating that a 
revolution has broken out in Para
guay, an artillery regiment having 
taken the field.

The despatch adds that Dr. Eduardo 
Scherer, president of the Republic, is 
a prisoner.______ _________

FIFTY MILLION I88UE OF
FRENCH TREASURY BILLS

ON LONDON MARKET

London, Jan. 2 (1.45 a.n>.)—It Is an
nounced that arfangemnts have been 
concluded to Issue publicly, on the 
London market, $50,000,000 in French 
five per cent treasury bills. The 
official announcement of thte le expect
ed to be toned within a flew days.

“In the region of Perthes and of Beaueejour we have held the gains 
made by ue on December 30. During all the day of December 31, the ac
tivities of the opposing artillery forces wae Interrupted.

“In the Argonne the enemy attacked violently almost the entire f front, In the forest of La Grurie. At certain points he advanced for a 
distance of fifty yards, but counter-attacks were at once delivered.

“In the region of Verdun there have been violent artillery engage* 
mente.

London, Jan. 1.—An army order Issued tonight announces that the 
present organization of the army will bo further developed by the cre
ation of alx armies, each of which will consist generally of three army 
corps. The first army will be commanded by Lieut. General Sir Doug
las Haig, who headed the first army corps of the expeditionary force; 
the second by General Sir Horace L. Smlth-Dorrlen; the third by 
Lieut. General Sir Archibald Hunter; the fourth by General Sir . Ian 
Hamilton; the fifth by General Sir Leslie Rundle, and the sixth by 
General Sir Bruce M. Hamilton.

Major General Sir Charles C* Monro, Lieut. General Sir Charles 
Ferguson and Lieut. General Sir H C. O. Plumer have been given 
command of the First, Second and Third Army Corps respectively.

This re-erganlzatlen follows on the authorization of Lord Kitchen
er's army into the regular army.

Paris, Jan. 1, 2.16 p. m.—The belief 
that the year now beginning will see 
the ending of the war was expressed 
by President Poincare In an address 
today to members of the diplomatic 
corps who went to the Palace of the 
Elysee to present New Year’s congrat
ulations to the president.

“I do not doubt that next year, at 
this traditional reception, we shall 
celebrate together the establishment 
of a beneficent peace v'hlch, solidly 
based on rectitude and respect for In
ternational treaties, will give neces
sary security to the nations,” said the 
president

“Between the Meuse and the Moselle the Germans delivered, during 
tSe night of December 30-31, and on the morning of the 31et, no less 
than six violent counterattacks for the purpose of re-taking trenches 
captured by us on December 30. Each of these attacks was brilliantly

;

London, Jan. 1. (Gazette Cable).— 
The entire press acclaims the honor 
done Sir Thomas Hamar Greenwood 
and Sir George H. Perley. The Globe 
considers the latter’s knighthood spe
cially complimentary to the recipient, 
after he had only had a brief tenure 
of office as Acting High Commission-

« ;/
-Our aviator, have bombarded, at night, the railroad atatlena at 

Mats and at
We continue to make progreea foot by foot In Stelnbeeh. Here the 

artillery of the enemy ahowed great activity during the morning of De
cember 31, but In the afternoon of this day our batterie, wan e dletlnc-
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