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THE PREACHER A8 TEACHER,

Bot the preacher has tp be o tescher as well as an
evengelist, Whether it is o development in accordance
with the prineiples of the New Testament church that
all public, oral teaching should be in his hands is &
question that does not couceru us here, We may freely
sliow that » higher idesl would be: ' When yo come
together, each one hath » psalm, hath a teaching, hath a
revelation," and yet see that the present order of things
is best for the present spiritual state of the church, and
be snre that as soon as that changes for the better, the
old osder will change with it, When the temperature
rises, there will be an outburet of spring flowers,

MESSENGER AND VISITUR.
To leave these behind i mot progress but decadence,
Not to get past, but to get more deeply luto, thees truthe
{nthe growth of the Christian life, Bees press them-
selves down futo the flowers from which they would
draw the honey, “‘and murmur by the howr" in their
bells, Waspe and other viigrant things filt past them
and got none, '‘Whoever goeth onward''—as John says,
witha flash of irony as he quotes the advauced thinker's
watchword--'‘aud abideth not in the teaching of Chriat,
hath not God,” The reminder would beuefit some mod.
ern successors of these proud, old iucipivnt Guostl
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More reasons than oan be enumerated, much less here
expanded, conour In enforcing this, In no other profes-
slon would the text-books be treated as the Bible some-
times is. There is no such discipline for the preacher as
the careful, miunute study of Scripture. Patlent work
with euch unapiritual implements as lexicon and con-
cordance ylelds rich fruits of spiritual discernment, gives
such grasp of great principles as nothing else will give,
opens out endless vistas into the deep things of God, as
witness such books as the Blshop of Dunham's priceless

To lead minds to ace the profound and far-reaching
truthe that underlie the gospel, what ita facta pre-suppose
of God and man, of the Father and the Kternal Word,
what they reveal of the heart of things, and of the Heart
at the heart of them ; to lead to the recognition, and etill
more to the application to individual and social and
natioual life, of the principles that flow from the facts, to
dlsclose to the minda and to lay on the hearts of men the
Incarnation and Sacrifice and Reign of Jesus as the
world.

But the teaching office of the preacher is depreciated
not enly io the name of an appeal to the primitive con-
dition of the church, but from the extreme other side of
the most wodern outlook on things, as belng superseded
by the hundred-voiced press, The men and women of
thie genmeration, we are toid, form their opinions from
books, not from sermons. I should demur to the word
" form," as expressing the process by which a large
propoytion of them arrive at what they call their opinions ;

desming power, as the revelation of the perfect
life for men and uations, to fiud aud exhibit in Jesns, the
suswer to all the questions of the intellect, the satisfac.
tion of all the needs of the hieart, the source and stand-

commentaries on John and Hebrews, A preacher who
hae steeped himeelf in the Bible will have a clearness of
outlook which will {lluminate many dark things, and a
firmness of touch which will breed confidence in him
amoug bis hearers. He will have the secret of perpetual
fresliness, for he cannot exbaust the Bible, No pulpit
teaching will last as long aa that which is given honestly
aud persistently to the elucidation and enk t of
Biblical truth, As the Scoteh psalm-book has it :

“In old when others fade

He fruit still forth shall bring,"

We have to do the work of Christian teachers under

remarkable conditions, On the one hand there is great
iguorance of Scripture and of systematived Christian

ard of ethigs, the f in of all wisdom, the t
of humanity, the purifier of soclety, the King of Men—
and to keep fast by the Cross and Passion of that Lord,
while he is following out the lasnes of his work to their
t ~these are the tasks of the Chris

I should consent to say ‘' get their opinions,” for it is
not a process of ressoned formation, but of more or less

idental and uar d acquisition, The opinions do
wot grow, are uot shaped by patient labor, but are im-
ported into the pew owner's mind ready made, ‘' in
Germany,” or elsewhere, but certaluly not in his own
workshop, But grenting the influence of the press, if it
supersedes the pulpit, it is the fault of the occupant
thereof. A cerlain minister once told a shrewd old
Scottish lady that he was engaged to deliver an address
on the power of the pulpit, and asked what her views on
the subject were. She answered : ' The power o' the
puipit | That depends on wha's in it.” Which is a
Buth o be lald to beart by all preschers. No man s
sperseded byt through his own deficlencies, There
st be weakuess lu the wall which the storm blows
down, The living voice bas all lis old power to-day,
whes it bs o voloe, and not an echio, or &« mumble. 1f a
man bas saything o ssy and will say it with all hie
beart and with all bis soul and with all his strength, he
will wot laek auditors. Books have thelr province and
pronshers have thelis, snd nelthor can efface the other
o supply the place of the other. The eory that the
pulpht is ¢ fete comes mostly from guarters who do not
deaplae the puipit so much s dislike the truths which it
tenches only too powerfully for thelr lking.

We may, thes, turs to consider thet aspect of the
peancher's work uodisturbed.  And the first thing that |
deslee to lay strese on ia, that the educational is never to
e separaied from the ngelivic office. True, * there
are diversities of operstions ;' and idiosyperacies and
apiritasl gitte, which for the most part follow in thelr
Hee, may mark out vne man more sapeciatly for the ome
kind of work. sad another for the other. We must all
rejoice thet there mis bethren among us who are endowed
with remarkable gifts of presenting the Good News,
which clearly disclose Christ's purpose for them. 8illl,
it remadane true snd importast to keep in view, that the
truest tesching wust be svangelistic, and the truest

gelizing wust be ed I, The web s made up
of warp snd woof., The geli which sppesls to
smotion only is false to the gospel ; for God's way of
moving men is 1o bring trath to thelr und di

tian preacher in his capacity of her, All knowledg
may come into his aphere, There is room for the widest
culture, The teacher may elaborate hia theme with the
closest thought, or may adorn it with poetry and imagin-
ation, There is room for all gifte in the building of the
great temple, Bezaleel was taught by the Spirit of G d
to execute his works of artistic beauty, aud Hiram's work-
wen bad to hew loge iu Lebanon, But the wider the
teacher aweeps his circle, the stronger must be its centre.
The more he lengthens his cords, the more must he
strengthen his stakes,~and the middle prop that holde
up the tent, is the Cross with Christ upon it. *‘Him first,
bim Jast, him midst and without end." All that the
teacher has to teach is summed up in one word—Christ,
His whole theme is ‘‘the truth as it is in Jesus."

As the theme ls Christ, so the text-book ls the Bible.
Whatever the higher criticlem has done, it has not
touched the main substance of the gospel which we have
to preach, nor do even its advanced positions seem to me
striously to affect the homiletic worth of Scripture. The
truthe of the Bible remain, even il extreme theories as to
date and of origination of it» | parts were
much more undeniably proven than they are. I venture
to use the privilege of age and appeal very earnestly to
my younger brethren especially, b hing them not to
be temupted by either the mistaken notion of incressiug
the attractiveness of their preaching, or by the satum!
wish of youth to do something originel and break away
from conventions. Couventional usages were instinet
with life and meauing when they were new, and it is best
to try whether their original significance is worth saving,
before we resolve to shake them off. The habit of pre-
facing & sermon with & text is, no doubt, a survival, and
it s sumeti lng enough, but it lss witness
that the sermon’s true purpose Is to explain, confirm and
enforoe Seripture.  Once the text was followed by & ser
mon dealing with it. Would thet it were always s0 now!
Better to put new life into the old form by makiag a
text rexlly what it le meant to be, than to break through
it in & flight after something ‘‘fresh and unconven-
tional.*

It does not follow from the Bible's being the text-book

which shall then set their emotions st work, and so p:n
o8 10 move the will, the directress of the man, and thus
ot last effect the actions. As Whichoote says, ' Religion
begins with k ledge ; it pr ds to per, and ends
in practice.”” The evangelist who is not & teacher will
bulld nothing that will last, And not less one-sided, and
thecefore iranscient, will be the work of a teacher who is
not an evengelist, He will give husks instead of the
bread of life, notions that may rattle in skulls like seeds
in dried poppybeads, but not convictions which burn all
the more because they are light us well as heat.

The true theologian ever brings his doctrines to bear
on.the emotions, and then on the will, and then on prac-
tige., Thet “theology' suffers utder the i fon of

that preaching is to be expository in the technical sense
of that word, though I confess to a bellef that if we had
more of that, we should have a robuster type of Chris-
tian, with & firmer grip of his professed creed, then is
common today. The days of protracted exposition are,
for good or evil, over. There will be no more courses of
sermons like those which the painful and reverend Mr.
Caryll perpetrated on Job, and published in three thick
double-col d, if my y is correct,

The widest scope is to be given to varieties of mind
sud ways of assimilating Scripture, but that ministry
only is true to its duties, and up to the height of its large
possibilities, which makes its main purpose the drawing
out into clear statement, and the supporting by forceful

foll

being abstract, dry, remote from lite in the fault of the
\eacher, not of the subject. The preacher is not to dupli-
eate his part, like au actor who sustains two characters
in a play, and to come on the stage at one scene as
evangelist, and in another as teacher, He is to be both
ot onee and to be both always.

For the most advanced instruction that can be given or
reosived does not leave the most initial truthe behind.

L4 les in the
mode of viewing it, and the purpose for which it is con-
sidered, The last book of Euclid rests on the axipms

and postulstes that precede the first. No Christian

i

thought can ever beyond the Incarnation, Saerl-
fios, and Ascension of Jesus Cbrist; the Indwelling

€ snd the impressing by emotional pleadings,
what it has pleased God to say to men. If it was worth
his while to give us the Book, it is worth our while to
toll to fathom ite depths, to saturate our thinking and
feeling with its truths, and it is our highest function and
office to interpret them to our brethren. We shall “‘shine
as lights in the world” if we '‘hold forth the Word of
Life.” There are nebulae, as well as brilliant stars, in
the firmament of the Word. Itis for the preacher to
show men that the stars are suns, and the nebulae galax-
fes of light. How unworthy itis for him to direct his
telescope from the heaven of the Word to the low levels
of current topica ! I shall have to speak presently of the
place which the latter must hold in the preacher’s work,
but they will hold their right place, only if he is true to
?MMquMdmnniMdmwﬂ

truth g our congregations, and we are perpetually
in dang over-eatimating the of knowledg:
on which we may reckon, Otherwise well.educated men
and women have bat the vaguest notions as to Scripture
facts and the most confused apprehensions of Christian
idess. I for one beli that a iderable percent: ge
in . every congregation in the land is unaffected by
our sermous becanse it does not understand what we
are saying. We have to aim at simplicity, notto be
afraid of being elementary, and to say as Paul said : “To
write the same things to you, to me indeed {a not grievons
and for you it is safe.” Oa the other hand, we have to
speak to people who have considerable education, and
some who think they have more than they really have,
who have been fed on a miscellaneous collection of
scraps, De ibus vebus—el guidbusdam aliis, in mage-
zines and handbooks, and it is hard to get an entrance
for solid Christian truth into such minds, Short sermons,
this Suuday's having no connection with last Sunday's,
and based on of Scripture, the meaning of which

consequence, correspond to the week's diet
of desultory reading. And withal there is the heaving
swell of intellectual w

which affects all our
tions. How are we to di our tesching mt in
e face of all this?

Maln), the strong, sympathetic presentation

pol'ln’lrut . Contro: s ::dhl, gu

efficacions. [t convinces the already con: . Better
though they

u negations,
will be branded s dogmatiom. Speak the truth, «s you
kuow it and feel It, and lot it work. There are two ways
of ng rid of weeds, ~to grub thew up, or to sow
uﬁ‘. which will aid olear the ground, And
most never that, w st we Bave to teach
is mo philosophiy for the the few, no system of dootrine
ll‘ﬂ‘l t

for trained but the for the
world, When one of Luther's dmpﬂ' ':-Iu ashed

him for some o 1o how he should presch
before the 8 the said, Al your s
mons should be of the o s ot ragard the
bul the stwple, stu rude and unloarned

E-. sre out out of the same cloth as the prince. 1If,
h" d-«'ulnh “‘"l.m-:h.

t my eye,

nnd‘g:t 1 preach the sim why to the 4
and it suite everybody." of our hearers are edu
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In the purest white, and the flush of rose,

Oh, the world is sweet in the days of June,
mmmamm beats ll{hcndyouu.
And the birds through the happy, sunny hours.
were ever
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