CHRIST’S mmns.
A Sermon Preached uww
BY ALEXANDER MACLAKEN; D.9D.
~Text: Ye are my friends itge dowhatsd
mand you, etc.—-]ohﬂ 1551 o
A wonderful word had ilut *&1 e w
lips when he spoke of Iaying down his
He lingers on it as if the idea conveyed was too great and
" gweet at once to be-taken in, and with soothing reitera-
tion he assures the little group that \hev. even thev.
his friends,
1. 'Notice what Christ’s fneudl do for him.
hy friends if ye do whatsoever I conimand you,"
former ‘verse ‘‘friends” means chiefly those whony “he
loved. Here it means maiuly those who love him. They
love him because hie loves them. In this verse the idea

“Ye are

of friendship to Christ is looked at from the human side. -

And he tells his disciples that they are'his Tovers as well
as beloved of lim, on condition of their doing whatso-
ever he commands them.

How wonderful that stooping tove ot his in, wh(ch con-
descends to grray itself in the garmems of ours, Every

form of hunan love Chirist lays his hand upon, and claims |

that he himself exercises it in a transcendent degree.
‘‘He that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven,
the samie is my brother and sisterand miother.” That
which is even sacréder, the purest and most complete
union that humanity is capable of—that, too, he con-
sderates ; for even it, sacred axit is, is capable of a high-
er consecration, and, sweet as it is, receives a hew
sweetness when we think of the Bride; the Lamb's wife,
and remembér the parables in which he speaks of the
Marriage Supper’ of the (‘.ren( King and uu forth him-
self as the Husband of 1 . And, \g from that
Holy of Hoties out into this ouler court, he hyl his hand,
too, on that more familiar, and yet precions thihg—the
bond of friendslip. ~The Prince makes a friend of the
heggar

The peculiarity of Christianity is the strong personal

tie of real Jove and intimacy, which will bind men, to the
end of time, to this man that died 1900 years ago. We
look back into the waste of antiquity ; the mighty names
rise there that we reverence ; there are great teachers
from whom we have learned, and to whom, after a fash-
ion, we are grateful.
* us and the best and noblest of themn ! Bat here is a dead
Man, who today is the object of passionate attachment
and a love deeper than life to millionk of people, and will
be till the end of time, There is nothing in the whole
history of the world the least like that strange bond which
ties you and me toJesus Christ, and the paradox of the
apostle remaitis o unique fact in the experience of hu.
manity : *'Jesus Christ, whom, laving not seen, ye love."'
We stretch out our hands across the waste, silent cen.
turies, and there, amidst the mist of oblivion thickening
round all other figures in the past, we touch the warm,
throbbing heart of our Friend, who lives f{orever, and
forever is near us” We here, nearly two millenni
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But what a_gulf there is between <

them
% hedrd or the

> fact that wn-m-eve: He
Tather he had made known to them,
Jesus Christ, then, recognizes the obligation of nbnolule

- frankness, and he will tell his friends eversthing that he

can.  Hvery one of Christ's friends stands nearer to God
thian ‘0id Moses at the'door of the Tabertiacle” when the
wondering camp beheld hinr face to face with the blage
of the Shekinah glory, mu} dimly heard / the; thunderons
1 of the Godhead as he spak: Lo him a8 a san
speaks to his friend.

Ought not that thoughit of the ntter frnnkucu of Jc-un
make us very patient of the gaps that are left'in his com:
mnmadom and in our knowledge >  There ar¢ so many
things that we should fike to know-—things about the
meaning of all this dreadful mystery in which we grope
onr way-when it ‘were 50 easy for him to have lifted a
tittfe corner of the veil and ‘flet a little more of the Hght
shine out. "Why does he thus opéir ‘ope finger ‘instead of
the whole palm? Because he loves, A friend exercises
the right of reticence as, well as the prerogative of speech.
And for all the gaps that are left, oh ! let ns bow quietly .
and believe that if it had ‘been better for us he would
have spoken,  *‘If it were not so I would liave told you,"

And that frankness may well teach us another Jesson
—the obligation to keeping our ears open and our hearts
prepared to receive the speech that corites {vom hjm. If
we kept down the noise of that “household jar within,'
if we sil d pa biti selfishness, worldliness,
if we withdrew ouml\!e!, as we ought to do, from the
Babel of this world, and hid ourselves in his pavilion,
from 'the strifé of topgues, snd were accustomed to
“dwell in the secret place of the Most High," and to say,

“‘Speak, Friend, for thy friend heareth,” we should more
often understand how real today is the voice of Christ to
them that love him,

Such rebounds the bnward ear -
Catches often from afar :

Lhtun } prh,e them, hold them dear, i
God—of God !—they are. &

1L
80, und why they
( Verse 16,)

10 sll cases of friendship between Christ and men, the
origination and initiation come from him. “We love
him because be first loved us.’'  He hastold us how, by
Iils divine alchiemy, e changes by the drepping of his
blood our enmity into friendship, In the previous verse
he has said, “‘Greater love hath no man than this, that a
mun Tay down his life for his friends.” - Sisce he has
thus by the blood of the cross changed men's émmity in.

are wo. ‘‘Ye Hhave not chosen,' etc,

after the words fell on the nightly air on the rond to
Gethsemane, have them coming dirdet 1o our hearts. A
perpetual bond unites men with Christ today ; and for us,
as truly as in that long-past Paschal might, it is true, “Ye
are.my friends.” !
But notice the condition, "If ye do what I conmunand
you,! He commands, ﬂmuuh he is Priend ; though le
commisds hie is Friend. *'Ve are my Meudn if ye do the
things whih 1 command you,”" may either porrespond
with his former saying, “'If a man Jove me he will keep
my commandments,”’ or with his latter one, which im-
mediateély precedes it, *'1f ye keep my commandments ye
shiall abide fnmy love,” For this is the relationship be-
tween Jove and obedience, in regard to Jesus Christ, that
the 1dve is the parent of the obedi and the obedience
is the guard and the gharantee of the love. - They that
fove will obey ; they. who obey will strengthen the love
by acting secording to its dictates, and will' be in o con-
dition to feel and rehlize more’ the warmth of the rays
that strenin down upon them, and to send back more
anwwering obédience from their hearts. Not in mere
cinotion, but in mere verbal expression, tiot in mere self-
ish reafizing of the blessings of his friendship, and not in
mere mechanical, external aets of conformity, Hut in the
flowing down and melting of the bard and obstinate iron
will, at the warmth of his great-love, is our love made
perfect. Obedience, whiich inthe child and the preserver
of love, is something far deeper than the mere outward
conformity with the externally apprehended command-
ments, To submit is the expression of love, and love is
deepened by submission.
11, Secondly, note what Christ does for his friends.
“Heneceforth | call you not servants, for.the servant
‘knoweth not what his lord doeth.” The slave may see
. what $is lord does, but he does not see hils purpose in his
acts. - “Their’s not to reason why,'' Inso !ut as the re-
lation of master And servant’ goes, and still Moré in that
of owner and slave, there is simple command on the one

-

to friendship, it istrue universally that the antity be.
tween us and Christ comes entirely from him.  But there
in mote than that in-the words. 1 do not ‘suppose that.
any muan, whatever lis theological notions. and stand-
point may be, who his felt the love of Christ in his own
heart in 1 feeblea but will say as the
apostle sald, ‘1 was apprehended of Christ,”’ Itis be-
cause e Tuys his geeking and drawing hand vpon- us that

10w

'I‘hirdly. noﬁce hiow Christ s friends come to be -

" gince,”!

frignds. We care Aifeless
things that & dear friend has cared for ; books, articles of
nse of various sorts. If they have heen of htlm
mqmcmmm;md
are living wen and women, in a1l
angd- mhnwhh this
—&hﬁa'nfmﬂmhvmd-admb;ﬁm And how
can we be indifferent to those to whom Christ s not in-
different ?  We mknltwd by that bond, Oh,
. brother, we are but mmm
feel that all which -&':o“ddnoumh “dedir'to sl Let us
feel the electric ‘thrill which otght to pass through the
whole Tinked circle, and let us beware that We slip not our
tands from the grasp of fhe geighbor on either side, lost
parted from them, we should be ivolated ‘from him, and
Tose some of the love which we fail to trapsmit.
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REVWAL&—'HYWM?
hY REV. THEODORE I, CUVEER, |
Powerful revivals are not nm&ﬁu M«
as they once were. me»mmw.
the fact remaing, Tm% e
ican pulpit, Dr. Storrs, in his mw
recognizes ‘‘a in 1 ﬁnﬁ:
feeling Whlchhll presages ¢
denices, of this drift he sdys ﬂnt !
secular spirit in the churches at 'large is mo e
protiounced that i the simpler, WM&;'I
marked by the great revivals, of sixty, fifty or forty years'
1f this be so, then there is all the
just such spititual quickening.  They are justas possible
as they ever were, - Can the chawchies have them if they
seek for them in the right way ? mmma-n

we ever come 0 Jove him, and that the Shepherd always _,ybn us, , That Spicl

comen to seek the sheep that in loat in the wilderness,
This; then, is Kow we come to he hig friends | becanse,
when we were enemies,lie loved us and gave hhmelf for us
and ever since bas been sending out the ambassadors and '
the messengers of his love to draw us tohis heart, And
the purpose for which all tlis forthgoing of Christ's init-
inl and originating friendship has Yiad in view is set forth
in'words with which I can only tovch in the lightest pos
sible manmner.  ‘‘That ye may. bring forth fruit." He
goes back for a moment 1o the aweet emblem, with which

this chapter begin, and recurs to the fmhagery of the vine -

and the fruit. “'Keeping his commandments’ does ot
explain the whole process by which we do the tiings that
are pleasing in his sight. ~ We must nlso take this other
metaphor of the bearing of fruit, Neither un effortiess,
instinctive bringing forth from the renewed nature and
the Christ-like disposition, or a painful and strennous
effort at obedience to his law, if we take the two this
weparately, describes the whole realities of Christian ser-
viee, “There must be effort ; for. men do not grow Christs
like,in character as thie vive grows ite grapes, but there
must be, regulatel aml disciplioed by the effort, the in-
wad life, for no mere outward obedience and tinkering st
dm.d“n: mudwjola? will produce the fruit- ¢

¢ res amd Tre 10 have, Pirst, unity of
with Bim ; and thén effort, Tuke oare of uodern tescl
intge that do not recoyiiiae thent two a8 hotly *&‘
the compiéte idenl of (! service, the spoutaneoys
fruft-heartiig, and the » effort after ;

“Phat your fruit should  remain.’

o .

quickening, converting 8
He did at lm




