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CANADIAN FASHIONS AT TORONTO RACES BALFOUR’S VIEWS 
ON SYNDICALISM
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; [HE ENGLISH STAGE: y.
(Times’ Special Correspondence) 

London, May 10—Rt. Hon. A. J. Bal­
four, in the function of president of the 
Sociological Society, took the chair at a 
recent meeting of that body, when eyndi- * 
caliem was dismissed.

As “one who is old-faahioned in thosa 
matters,” he listened attentively to a par­
ticularly brilliant paper read by Graham 
Wallas, and at ■ its termination freely ex­
pressed his doubts; did not denounce, did 
not grow indignant, but was openly and 

(Times’ Special Correspondence) frankly sceptical. He gave one the lm- 
- ,, 1K «rp. -rx- p,QnV#A»L pression that this grimly assertive new
London, May 5 e doctrine—for it remained uncomfortably

ers” has been duly produced and met with new even after thç lecturer had demon* 
a fairly enthusiastic reception. To my strated its origin in the old guilds—de* 
.nind it just miesed the mark, but I am preesed him somewhat, as though it ac- 
told that the piece suffered very materi- centuated the cleavage which must sunder 
ally at the hands of the censor, instigated blm from the coming generation. There 
thereto by members of the Rothschild was a suggestion of pathos, for he Was 
fatpily Dot fighting, but doubting; and he did not

Something of this I hinted in my last appear like the looks of things at all. 
letter, but it seems the mischief had gone .The lecturer opened with the aesnmp- 
deeper than that. I daresay Lord Roths- tion that the great mdustnes of today 
child and hie brother Alfred did not care were organized on a scale utterly unpre- 
to have their ancestors spoken of as “Jew cedented. Who was to direct or profit by 
money-lenders”—although in reality they this organisation, he aeked There were 
were nothing more nor less-and to have three claimanto-property, the state, and 
them shown up in a light not always of labor- The daim of the third of these 
the favorable nature. Stiff, if history is three was the result of a working-class re- 
to be falsified in order to spare the feel- action against the logical socialist poll­
ings of the sensitive descendants of weff- tical scheme, and wse taking the form 
known persons, we may as well start by not ot individualism, but of syndicalism.

Judas a saint and a martyr. Th* claim, he contended, was based on
On the other hand, there were some ob- a criticism of the electoral process as sup- 

vious and unfortunate mistakes in the crficial and half-hearted. He quoted Lord 
casting of the piece But the Bond street Rosebery- the Superman-in-the-Street,” 
libraries have answered nobly to the call as he called him— Politics at b»t are a 
made upon them and closed a deal with the gruesome study. There was a reaction 
Lyric management that will at any rate against collectivism, and the syndicalist 
ensure ‘The Five Frankforters" an eight alternative to the existing system of elec- 
weeks’ run That will give Michael Fare- toral representatives drawn frqm territor- ' 
dsSr breathing space in which to formulate lal areas seemed to be a nations! commit, 
his future plans. ) *“> consisting of delegates from organized

George Edwardes has his hands pretty ‘ndustncH 
full at present.. Both at Daly's and at T“en there was the belief that a man 
the Adelphi he has a new piece in rehear- worked with a deeper self than that with 
sal and is consequently compelled to share which he talked or voted. The lecturer 
his time between them. At the latter tried to show a relationship between syn- 
house, we are, if all goes well, to sec «Realist ideals with the philosophy of Berg- 
“Autumn Manoeuvres" this day week. ««"U which, agitated Mr. Balfour consid- 
But as he is by no means satisfied with erably, although it left him Imcbnvirietol. 
some of the musical numbers it is quite Aa for himself, the lecturer held that 
on the cards that a later date will be no wise decision would assign complete 
choaen control to either one of the three claim-

At Daly’S preparations for the produc- ants, but that two at least of those sec­
tion of Franz Lehar’s “Gipsy Love” are 
in full swing, and the piece may be expect­
ed three weeks hence. It probably will 
be called “Love in Bohemia.” Consider­
able alterations have been effected in the 
story and most of the big operatic num­
bers eliminated from the score. “If the 
public wants grand opera,” says Edwardes,
-they will go to Covent Garden for it.
From me they expect musical comedy, and, 
let the composer say what he may, that’s 
what I’m going to give them.”

Arthur Collins has at length come to 
the definite conclusion that it may be 
/wiser to give the usual form of Drury 
Lane drama a rest for a while, so for his 
autumn novelty he will not, as he origin­
ally intended, rely upon Cecil Raleigh and 
Henry Hamilton as heretofore. How these 
gentlemen will receive the news is a mat­
ter for speculation, although from what 
I know of him the second is hardly like­
ly to be moved by it to tears. Hamilton, 
in short, finds the royalties which come to 
him from work of the kind very welcome, 
but he takes—how could he, indeed? — 
very little pride in the work.

Raleigh’s disappointment will he much 
keener. It is not the only rebuff he has 
had of late inasmuch as bis version of “Le 
Petit Cafe,” commissioned by Arthur Col­
lins, was promptly declined by Cyril 
Maude after perusal. However, Collins 
gave Maude a free hand to choose an 
adapter of his own, and Maude accord­
ingly took the piece away in his pocket.

Collins’ present intention is to give ns 
“Everywoman’’ ss the autumn attraction 
at Drury Lane. I have very little doubt 
that over here it will be a popular eu>

I knew the author, Walter Browne,

Financiers’ Susceptibilities Respon­
sible for Eliminations From 
Original Manuscript—Arrange­
ments for Production of Every 
Woman at Drury Lane

:

HI55 T1F BOWES A PANNIER GOWN
MR? REINHARDT 

A7VZ) HER DAUGHTER 
THE BARONESS-VONSemtN >5

Among the most striking gowns seen at the Woodbine track, Toronto, were those worn by Mrs. Rheinhardt and 
her daughter, the Baroness Von Senten, as illustrated in the centre photograph. Mrs. Rheinhardt was in purple satin with 
a fillet tunic embroidered with gold, and the baroness wore black, satin faced with scarlet and draped with white silk 
embroidered with gold, and black hat with oeprey. On the right is seen one of the fashionable pannier gowns, which 
was much admired, worn with a smart hat, with flower mount. Miss Elf Bowes on the left, is in dainty white silk, with 
black and .white qtrij>e, and touches of scarlet, and with a panama hat.
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ENGLISH MOURNING OVER 
LADY TOPPER'S DEATH SEGHES AT THE LEANING TOWER

MAY GO TOO FARoie OFWas Always Anxious te Return 
to Canada—A Tribute te Sir 
Charles ..

Commission Urges Steps to Pre­
vent Repetition of What Befcl 
CampanilecncLi. (Times Special Correspondence.)

London, May 14—London learned with 
great regret on Sunday of the death of

toss ftssisgs&r *• tr *
Through the year*,j»t»hej:. residence here | C. M. Hays With the Titanic 

Lady Tapper retain** a great interest in _H(m Mf M(£ride

Milan, May 25—“The Leaning Tower of 
Pisa is not, we think, in immediate dan­
ger; nevertheless hurry up with your pre­
ventive' measures if you wish tq avert an­
other such catastrophe as that of -the Ven­
ice Campanile.” -

Snch, in substance, is the conclusion 
which a royal commission experts have just 
presented to the Italian government. The 
worst menace to the safety of the famous 
structure is due to the presence of strong 
currents of fresh water athwart the base 
of the tower. These currents undermin­
ing the foundations must have already 
created notable hollows in the subsoil and, 
what is more serious, no effectual means 
have hitherto been devised for checking 
than.
' Since British architects, Messrs. Creey 
and Taylor, examined the tower in 1817, 
its leaning propensities have increased five 
and a half centimetres to the lineal metre, 
and under the influence of a north wind 
the leaning tower is subjected to the enor­
mous pressure of about 300 lbs. to the 
square yard.
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Canadian affairs. When I was last at 
Bexley Heath, Sir Charles informed me 
that both he and Lady Tapper would dear­
ly like to return to Canada, but The phy­
sicians would not permit the voyigq, 
ing that it would be extremely dangerous 
to the aged lady. The frequent visits of 
her sons from Canada were looked for­
ward to with great pleasure by Lady Tap­
per, who was particularly proud of the' 
legal attainments of James Stewart Tap­
per of Winnipeg. In announcing the death 
the Daily Telegraph took the opportunity 
to review the career of Sir Charles Tap­
per in the following words:

“Sir Charles Tupper, who will be ninety- 
one on July 2, is,the last survivor of tile 
statesmen who in 186M7 originated and 
carried out the idea of the confederation 
of the Provinces of British North Amer­
ica into the Dominion of Canada—in the 
opinion of many competent judges the most 
admirable federal government in the world. 
In that historic deed Sir Charles Tupper 
took a leading part, and he has lived to 
see the wonderful progress of the domin­
ion from that date onward. We trust 
he may survivfc to celebrate its jubilee in 
1917.

I

r~ *'
(Times Special Correspondence. )

London, May 14—The Canada Club din­
ner held at the Prince’s Restaurant, Picca­
dilly, on Wednesday, May 8, was in every 
respect one of the most successful and dis­
tinguished gatherings ever held by this 
well known and popular dub. There was 
a more than usually large attendance of 
Canadians and well known imperialists.
Sir Charles D. Rose, Bart, M. P., was in 
the chair.

The toast of the imperial forces was pro­
posed by the Hon. J. H. Turner, agent 
general for British Columbia, and respond­
ed to by General Sir E. L. Elliot, K. C.
B., and Colonel Jeffrey Borland.

Sir Charles Ross, in proposing the 
of the evening, “The Dominion of Can­
ada, and His Royal Highness the Gov­
ernor General,” paid a feeling tribute to 
the loss that had been sustained by Can­
ada and by the club owing to the death 
of Charles M. Hays, the president of Can­
ada’s Grand Trunk Railway. He referred 
to the great progress which Canada had 
made since confederation, and to the many 

“He and Lady Tupper could recall early statesmen past and present, who had been
identified with the development of the 
country.

The Hon. Richard McBride, prime min­
ister of British Columbia, responded, and
in the course of an elqqfient address spec- Mr. McBride also mentioned the visit of 
ially mentioned the presence of the lord the Forestry Association to British Co- 
mayor and referred to visits made by His lumbia in the coming autumn as an event 
Lordship and previous lord mayors, in of some importance.
their official capacity to foreign countries Speaking of the Duke of Connaught, he 
and expressed a hearty wish that some drew attention to the visit that was to be 
day a lord mayor of London would spend made by Their Royal Highnesses, the Duke 
some little time in Canada during hia terra and Duchess of Connaught to the Pacific 
of office. coast in the autumn and said they would

He referred to the growth of the do- have a magnificent welcome, 
minion and British Columbia and said that The toast of the visitors was proposed 
there was ample room for the Cana«liau by Donald Macmaster, K. C., M. P., and 
Pacific Railway, and other trans-continental responded to by the lord mayor, Sherfff 
roads that were now under construction. Hanson and Sir Hugh Graham.

say-

ial forces should be considered and pi* 
tided for. That syndicalism was griping 
ground he felt convinced. Men who pos­
sessed the "sense of the state” hail been 
beaten by the men who possessed the 
“sense of industry,” and the “sense of 
their craft.’”

Mr. Balfour found a pathetic element in, 
the revolt against the representative sys­
tem, in the suggestion that this lyatem 
was “played out”—only fit for Tnrkev or 
China.;’

“It is, I believe, vain to hope that i n- 
der representative, or syndicalistic, or any 
other system," he said, “you will -cally 
bo able to avoid the kind of criticism 
which has successively been poured by dis­
appointed humanity upon the incompetent 
or sometimes the corrupt, rulers for whom, 
directly or indirectly, it is responsible.

"The syndicalists have apparently lonad 
a new philosophy in Bergson and a uaw 
theory of right, under which a conscious 
minority have rights over an uncons :ious 
majority! I doubt Whether this is to have 
■more success than the extreme view of 
abstract rights which was fashionable » 
century ago.”

Mr. Balfour thought that people had 
got into the habit of talking as though 
the competition and conflict of interests 
in modern industrial society was exclu­
sively between capital and labor. A more 
essential and universal and necessary com­
petition was that between different indus­
tries—between those who make and those 
who buy, those who extract coal and those 
who have to use coal—and no rearrange­
ment of industries within themselves was 
going to diminish a conflict which, so far 
as he could, sec, was inevitable.

While being the last person to under­
rate the importance of the problem of dis­
tribution, he said, later, he did most seri­
ously hold that there was a yet greater 
problem to be dealt with—and that con­
cerned the amount produced. Important 
and vital as was the question of how 
what we produced was to be distributed 
over the whole community, the bigger 
question was how they could increase the. 
amount produced. “Now,, if that he true 
thèn we must consider how jthe o^anir* 
tion of our industries is going to improve 
their quality; to absorb, so far as possible, 
the inventive and creative brains of the 
community; how we are going to carry 
on not merely old-established work, but 
perpetually to develop our new forms of 
enterprise—new ways of doing old things, 
new ways of doing new things. I have 
never been able to understand how

toast

Aviator’s Close Call 
Rock Island, Ills., May 25—Victor De 

Younekheere, a Belgian aviator, one of 
the few who have crossed the English 
Channel in a monoplane, fell while making 
a trial flight here yesterday and was caught 
under his wrecked machine. He escaped, 
however, with bad cuts about the head and 
a severe shaking up.

aÏ
«

days when the great western territory was 
an unknown land to most Canadians, a 
vast region, possessed in the main by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, when British Co­
lumbia was a crown colony with 10,000 in­
habitants, and the Rocky Mountains were 
an almost impasasble barrier between east 
and west. Now that land is traversed by 
great railways, and is filling at an unpre­
cedented rate with British and American 
farmers who are making of it one of the 
most promising granaries of the world.

“Sir Charles was made a baronet in 1888; 
lie has served in five ministries; has twice 
represented Canada as high commissioner 
in London ; and has been prime minister 
of the dominion. The latter post he held 
for a few weeks only.”
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in his early days when he was a member 
of the German Reed Company, and I was 
writing pieces for them.

I had no idea then that Ite had any 
ambition to shine as an author; that, 
I fancy,, only came 
As a comedian with a fair baritone voice 
he earned a not too luxurious livelihood 
in this country.

Henry Savage, whb owns the rights of 
“Everywoman,” has been making a trip 
to Japan, but lie is expeced in London 
next week, when things will be finally 
fixed up between him and Collins. 

“Othello,” is not fated to be numbered 
Tree’s conspicuous successes at Hia

fife
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i

« to him in after life.
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Majesty's. Business has been showing a 
drooping tendency and Tree, I fancy, is 
rather pleased than otherwise that the 
usual Shakespeare festival necessitates the 
removal, partial at any rate, of “Othello” 
from the evening bill in order to make 
way for the customary series 
of “The Merchant of Venice,” “Julius 
Caesar,” and so forth. Very soon after 
Whitsuntide he will put on Somerset 
Maugham’s version of Moliere’s farce, “Le 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme,” entitled “The 
Perfect Gentleman.” That, there can be 
little doubt, will run him to the close of 
the season. It will also prevent him from 
carrying out his scheme of taking H. B.
Irving in for a brief period. As to the 
autumn, he will probably reopen in Sep­
tember with the Hungarian piece, “Pro­
phet,” about which I have already given- 
details. On artistic grounds he would would cost something like $50,000, and the 
very much like to have done Pierre Loti worst of it is there is not a part in the 
and Judith Gautier’s play, “The Daughter play that Tree really considère suitable 
of Heaven,” but the production alone to him
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Hearts of Oak (b. c., 2 year old by Bassetlaw—Lady Light foot). This coll won the Coronation handily at the Wood­
bine, Toronto, on the third day of the meet, and becomes at once the most promising prospective candidate for the King’s 
tUate next year 4

m you
can get thoroughly efficient organization 
for carrying on new work on any princi­
ple, which does not strive to put at the 
head of these competitive industries men 
of the highest creative business efficiency.

“I have never been one of those win 
think that the representative system, votes 
by ballot, will effectively carry out that 
task. I do not believe that syndicalism 
will effectively carry out that task.”

In the struggle about the division of 
interests Mr 
far too apt to forget the interest of the 

(Continued on page 13; first column)
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MAKES TINY WATCH
I
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Paris Jeweller Holds 
Novel Timepiece

Worth $6,000
Si

E!Irews letter from fringe
' V

i
[ Hie Octroi Tax—Jurymen’s Ver- 
r diet Puts a Premium on Crime 

—The Proposed Railway From 
Algeria Across the Desert to 
the Niger

Queer Ceremony of Checking 
Accuracy of Measurements 

And Weights

ONCE IN TWENTY YEARS
\ (Times Special Correspondence.)
, Paris, May 10—France can boast of some 
of the most artistic watchmakers in the 
world, and one of them has accomplished 
a wonderful feat by making a watch whose 
case is a single pearl. This time-piece has 
just been finished by a Paris jeweller, af­
ter fifteen months of the most exacting 
'labor. Cutting the pearl was not the least 
difficult thing about this novel watch. 
The pearl was three-fifths of an inch in 
diameter, and thin in proportion, yet they 
are made with as much precision as a full- 
sized watch, and have all the up-to-date 
improvements. There is no danger of 
these pearl watches becoming common. The 
cost, which includes the price of the 
pearl, was $6,000.

It is said that the suit of Princess Step­
hanie to have her eldest sister, Princess 
Louis of Belgium, placed under restraint, 
was brought at the express desire of the 
ex-Empress Eugenie, who takes a great 
interest in the affairs of her relatives. The 
Princess Louise, who at the moment is 
living in Paris, has engaged thirty-two 
lawyers to press her suit against the Bel­
gian government.

It is no longer safe for well-to-do people 
to plead poverty and obtain bed and 
treatment at hospitals for nothing, A 
Parisian who is described as rich tried it, 
and has had to pay $200 for the attempt. 
He was afflicted with cataract, and ob­
tained admission to one of the parish hos­
pitals, where he was operated on aqd at­
tended until he had fully recovered.

The syndicate of oculists inquired into 
his case and reported to the administra­
tion that a deception had been practised. 
It was argued that not only had the rich 
patient occupied a bed and takejn ùp the 
time of the attendants that might have 
been given, to a réally poeÿÿpStfent,. -but 
he- also escaped payirifi'the cnetomary fee 

_ to one of the members of the profession, 
who would have had to perform the op­
eration outside the hospital. The authori­
ties threatened to bring a suit against the 
patient for $200 damages, and rather than 
have a law suit over the matter he paid 
the sum. Half the amount was handed 
over to the fund of the Syndicate of Paris 
Oculists.

An Awful Tragedy
•^.n awful drama was enacted this week 

at a house in the Rue lyon, near the rail­
way station of that name. M. Lemoine, 
who was an agent for a business ffcm es­
tablished at Havre, had for some time 
been in a very depressèd frame of mind, 
and evidently in a fit of madness he rose 
from his bed at five o’clock, took & re­
volver which was lying on a table, and 
fired twice at his wife, who was still 
asleep, wounding her so seriously that her 
life is almost despaired of. Then he shot 
himself, and when neighbors made their 
way into the flat they found him dead at 
the foot of the bed, on which lay hie wife, 
terribly disfigured. She was at once con­
veyed to the St. Antoine Hospital, and 
their son, wj|o is a naval officer at Cher­
bourg, was informed of the tragic event.

The Statistics published by the City of 
Paris during the last ten years since the 
suppression of the octroi tax on beer and 
wine, and the increase of the same tax on 
strong alcoholic liquors such as brandies, 
eau de vie, cognac, and pure alcohol gen­
erally, have shown that the consumption 
of beer and wine, described as hygienic 
drinks, has considerably increased, while 
that of pure alcohol has diminished al­
most by one-half. Before the octroi tax 
was removed the average quantity of al­
cohol consumed by Çarisiaus was nearly 
eight litres per head per annum, and now 
the amount has fallen to only four litres 
per head. Drunkenness, it is assumed, has 
declined in equal proportion among the 
working population.
Epidemic of Suic de

Parisian jurymen do not seem to have 
paid any heed to the solemn warning ut­
tered by M. Lepine, the Prefect of police, 
at the funeral of M. Jouin. They have 
just delivered an amazing verdict, which is 
as much as a direct encouragement tp the 
very class which has produced a Bonnet 
and a Garnicr, and is calculated to dis­
courage the police, who, at the risk of 
their lives, track brigands and murderers.

Three young men, aged seventeen, eigh­
teen and twenty-one, two mechanics and a 
grocer’s assistant,, were brought up before 
the Seine Assizes on a charge, which was 
.proved up to the hilt, of having broken 
into a house at Sceaux, south of Paris, and 
of having used violence to its occupant, 
Madame Hcrbutte de la Butte, an old 
lady who is stone deaf and nearly blind. 
They have been acquitted because, for- 
Booth, they might each have been sen­
tenced to a couple of years’ imprisonment. 
The crime was a bad one, and it might 
have been worse if their victim had not 
displayed an amount of courage which 
(w’Ould have done credit to the average 
man.

One of the prisoners, Gaugnon, the youth 
of eighteen, having learned from a former 
servant of Madame Hcrbutte de la Butte 
that she was well off, told some of his 
friends that there was a “bon coup” to bo 
affected in that quarter, and accordingly 
the trio concocted a plan of campaign. 

*««)» I’hey began by reconnoitring the prem­
ises; their leader introducing himself as 
being in the service of a wel-known pro­
vider. He had an interview with the old 
lady, and took a good look around the 
place, the result being that the gang de­
cided on operations on the following even­
ing. It was a dark night, and after hav- 

fContinued on page 14, sixth column).

Invaluable Cube of Platinum And 
Rod of Bronze Walled up Un­
der Steps of House ef Com­
mons—Dimensions Took Years 
to Compute

(Times' Special Correspondence) 
London, May 15—One of - the queerest 

and most important of all the ceremonies 
that are gone through in this country- 
one, too, that comes off only once in 
twenty years—has just taken place in the 
presence, as usual, of some of the loftiest 
dignitaries of the state.

This ceremonial consists of unearthing 
and examining the contente of an extra­
ordinary box buried in the masonry which 
forms the public staircase of the House 
of Commons, and hereby checking the 
weights and measures used in Great Brit­
ain.

To get at the box mentioned, which is 
of oak, masons had to pull down part of 
the wall of the staircase. Then, after the 
casket had been exhumed and its unique 
contents examined with infinite care by 
a band of scientists, it was put back in 
a cavity of the wall, which then was built 
up and will not be disturbed again until 
May, 1632.

That box contains two pieces of metal. 
One of them is a cube of platinum meas­
uring only one inch along each side; you 
could buy another like it for about $200, 
but tips particular cube has a value be­
yond all other pieces of metal. The way 
in which it is guarded gives some idea of 
its worth. To begin with, it is carefully 
wrapped up in a specially prepared paper 
uncommonly soft in texture, and is laid in 
another silver-gilt case. This case goes in­
to yet another made of stout bronze, 
which fits into a sturdy mahogany box, 
firmly screwed down, and in addition, seal­
ed in a particular way.

The other thing in the box is a rod of 
bronze. It is carefully protected too, and 
is placed on eight rollers in another ma­
hogany case. This case is securely screw­
ed together And carefully sealed. Both 
these mahogany cases are put in a special 
casket made of lead, firmly soldered and 
perfectly airtight. There is still another 
covering, however, the leaden casket being 
fitted into the oaken one already mention­
ed. This is of specially selected wood, 
and is sealed in such a way that its con­
tents are kept absolutely intact. It fits 
exactly into the cavity of the masonry of 
the staircase.

The two queer pieces of metal which 
are guarded with such sacredness are the 
standards of the (British weights and 

They always remain of the 
value. The standards which were first 
used came to grief in 1834, in the fire at 
the Houses of Parliament, and it took 
many men of science many long yeara to 
compute and manufacture the existing two 
pieces of metal.

The one inch cube of platinum, though 
so small, weighs a pound. The bronze 
rod is thirty-eight inches lopg and has 
two studs of solid gold to measure off the 
yard. Two lines cross these gold studs, 
and at a certain temperature and pres­
sure of the air. the distance between these 
fine lines is the standard of British 
ures.

When the ceremony of examining the 
standards comes off, they are hot touched 
by hands, but are held in special tongs. 
One of the most delicate balances known 
was used in weighing the cube. The yard 
was measured with the utmost exactness, 
a powerful microscope being used, and 
other delicate measurements were made, 
including that of the temperature and 
of the height of the barometer.

mea-
saraesures.

meas-

NO HASTY WEDDINGS THERE
In Switzerland Promises to Wed Must 

Be Publicity Posted for Several Weeks

A Breach of promise case in Switzer 
land is very rare. This is most probably 
due to the fact that the Swiss law makes 
the publication and registration of be­
trothals compulsory. Verbal or even writ­
ten engagements do not become “legal’” 
unless the contracting parties have pre­
sented themselves at the town hall, declar­
ed their intention of mariying, and given 
every information concerning themselves 
from three to four weeks before the civil 
ceremony can take place.

The betrothal is placarded outside the 
town hall for all to see, and no exception 
to this rule is allowed. To take a recent 
example:—When Miss Dorothy Whitney, 
the American heiress, was married here 
to Mr. Willard Straight their names were 
“exposed” among tradesmen and workmen 
for several weeks. There is no special 
licence, and the wealthiest cannot get mar­
ried in a hurry. In addition, under the 
heading “Promesses de Mariage,” the 
names of the couple are published in the 
local papers with full details.

Though couples of full age can dispense 
with the parents’ permission on entering 
into an engagement, parents, relations, and 
even friends are perfectly free to stop 
or prevent a marriage by making a pro­
test in legal form, which ie examined b? 
the local authorities
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