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The Bvening Times

NOMINATION DAY.

In the words of the Canadian Press
correspondent at Ottaw,a, the most ecom-
plex political batiie in the history of the
Dominion entered on its fihal phake to-
day. There are three parties in the
field, apart from Labor, which will havé
some candidates 6f its own and some
linked up with the farmers; and, there
are also a few indepenﬂents.  Many
three-cothered fights will be waged, and
in a number of constituencies there will
be four candidates for one seat. The
greatest battle-ground will be Ontario,
whete the issue is more uncertain than
in Quebec, the maritime provinces or
the Conservatives; Liberals afid
Farners alike are making large claims
regardine Ontario.  The government
party has been carryifig on a poster and
picture campaign that must have cost a
great deal of money, and it has provoked
the’ very natural question—Where did
the money come from? The attempt,
however, to diséredit:the Liberal and
[Pregressive 1:aders and exalt Mr. Meigh-
tn has not suecegded. Both Mr. King
abd My, Crerat have made & véry strong
impression throughout the country. as
men who are neither radical nor unsafe.
As between Mr. Meighén and Mr. Crerar,
lowever, the majority of the people, it
is believed, will turmn to Mr. King, and
to the Liberal policy which miade Can-
ada presperous between 1896 and 1911
.The defeat of tlic government may be
taken for granted. Its own most optim-
istic reckoning of results does not give
it a majority in the house, and the only
hope it enteftains is that it may have
the larger of the thrée groups in the
néw house. That it will have the small-
est group is much more probable. For
the nett two weeks the contest will be
waged witl; intense vigor. In St. John-
Albert the iftuation is complicated by
the nomination of a Progressive ticket.
which will to some extent upset previ-
ous calculations in regard to the general
result. Today’s list of nominations the
country over is notable for ghe absence
of a large number of faniliar names.

"WORDS, EMPTY WORDS

Both Hon. Dr. Baxter and Dr. Mac-
Laren, Conservative candidates, were
very insistent when addressing the vet-

" erans last evening im impressing upon
the meeting that the question of the re-
tutned soldiey was, and properly should
be, a non-party matter, and that, se
far as they were concerned, it would
always be a non-party question. Mr.
H. R. McLellan, Liberal nominee, show-
ed the emptiness of their deeclaration,
however, in exhibiting a copy of an ad-
vertisement in which the Meighen gov-
ernment spoke in glowing terms of what
it had accomplished for the returned
man.

This morning’s issue of the Standard
capped the climax in diserediting the
government’s attitude on the non-party
consideration of the question by pub-
lishing at length the answers to the
veterans’ questions made by Doctors
MacLaren and Baxter, and contenting
itself with a referénce to the fact that
“the questions were also discussed by
the Liberal candidates.” The Telegraph
on the other hand treated the answers of
all the speakers impartially.

MOTHERS’ ALLOWANCES
The question ef mothers’ allowances,
which is under econsideration by the

municipal authorities of St. John city
and county, Gught not to be treated
lightly, but as an ecohothic question of
great importance tolthe community and
the state. They have mothers’ alow-
"ances in Ontario and the western pro-
vinces, and the system has been favor-
ably reported on by a commission in
Nova Scotia. The principle underlying
it is thus stated in a communication
from the United States department of
labor:

“It is against sound public economy to
allow poverty alone to cause the sepa-
ration of a child from the care of a good
mother, or to allow the mother so to
exhaust her powers in earning a living
for her children that she cahnot give
them proper home care and protection.”

Adopting this principle in forty states
‘of the American union, mothers’ pen-
sion or allowance laws are in force. The
mother becomes a civil servant, rearing
children for the state. Of course the
greatest care i§ taken in administering
the law to prevent fraud. In the state
of Illinois they have had mothers’ pen-
sions for more than ten years. It is easy
to get full information concerning: the
working out of the law in different pro-
rinces and states, and the St. John
nunicipal authorities will be doing a
weat public service by pressing for the
nactment of such a law in this pro-
ince. It is not merely a social, but an
sonomie¢ necessity,

{
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‘AUTHORS’ WEEK.

This is Canadian Authors’ Week. Afl
over Cauada atteénition is being directed
to the work of Canadian authors. Much i
space was given on Saturday in Mont-|
rcal and Toronto hewspapets to sketches
-of and quotations from Canadian writ-/
ers. The inauguration of Authors’ Week
is one result of the organization of the |
Canadian Authors’ Association, and 1ts
object is to direct the attention of the

been and is being done in their own |
country. The Montreal Gazette on Sat-j
urday said: !

“The. gospel of Canadian Anthors’i
Week is being published by word of |
motith #s well as through pfinted ‘chan- |
nels of comumunication. Over thrée hun-!
dred individual clubs, societies’ and in-
stitutions are being given addresses on
the subject of Canadian literature while
! the stibject i§ so topical. The audiedces
| at these clubs range from fifty to seven
| hundred, and already in a namber ofj
| cases the whole of those present have
stood up and pledged themselves to buy
a Canadian book in Canadian Authors’
Week. This very practical precedent
was§ set by the Montreal Publicity As-
sociation after hearing an address by
Mt. Hugh 8. Bayrs, president of the
Macmillan Company of Canada, and
has been followed by the Kiwanis at’
Kingston and other cehtres. In Toron-
to the- whole membership of the Arts
and Lettets Club, comprising not only
the writers, but the artists and mu-
sicians of that city, is pledged to work
for the cause during this week, and the
Toronto department stores. and book-
sellers’ windows are ablaze with posters
and streamers. Incidentally the chief
poster was designed by one of a group
of Montreal artists known as the Shag-
pat Studio, which donated the design.
It depicts a very sturdy infant carrying.
a volume gh its shoulder with a large!
maple leaf as a background. The ,vari-f
ous branches of the Canadian Authors’!
Associatioft at Halifax, St. John, Quebeée, |
Montreal, ' Toronto, Ottawa, Chathm,f
Winnipeg, Edtonton, Calgary, Vaneou-
ver and Viectaria are vieing with eaech
other in promoting the ¢ause of the
Canadian book, which thus under the
happiest auspices is finding Pl place in
the Canadian calendar.”

The Grolier Soclety, Limited, of To-

with a number of illustrations a coti-
prehensive review, of “Poets and Prose
Writers of Canada,” by Miss' Marion
Lockhart, to promote a more general in-
terest in Canadian litetature. It begins
with tefefences to the old French chaf-
sons and the songs of the early English
and Scotch settlers, notes the conttibu-
tion of the Loyalists to our literature,
and runs fapidly over the list of wiiters
from the beginning of the eighteenth
century to the present time. The names
of Haliburton, De Mille, the Roberts
family, Bliss Carman, L. M. Montgom-
ety, Marshall Saunders, Rev. H. A.
Cody, George Frederick Cameron, Dr.
George R. Parkin, Hon. J. W. Longley,
Sir Andpew MacPhail, Dr. J. D .Logan,
Dr. Archibald MacMechan, Mrs. Grace
McLeod Rogers and William Alexander
Fraser appear in the list’of writers pro-
duced by the maritime provinces.

There can be no doyub!j.ﬂ bﬂt“&a_t_ ‘Ca:n-
adian Authors’ Week. will sﬁmﬂh&e’ in-
terest in the work of Canadian writers,
which is rapidly incteasing in volume
ftom year to year.

i

ARMAMENT

The Christian Scien¢e Monitor makes
| this amaging statement: =

“In- the. United States- alonme 92 per
cent of the national expenditure is de-
voted to- provision for past and future
wars. And it has been huthorously said
that when the government wished to
effect economies the efly way it eould
see to do this was to appoint an officer
with instructions to discover how it
might be possible to cut down the 8
per cent of peace expenditure. The
sting of that jest lay in the truth of it.”

In the face of su¢h a statement we
can seé the force of the further remark:

“The simplé truth is, as Mr. Hughes
so forcibly stated, that it is impossible
for the world any longer to content it-
self with investigations, with statistics,
with reports, with the circumlocution of
inquiry. ‘The essential facts are suf-
ficiently known. The time has come,
and the Washington conference has been
called, not for general resolutions or
mutual advice, but for action.’”

American government and approved in
principle by the other powers. It pro-

(THE

CANDIDATES AT
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| All ‘Answer Several Formai
. Questions Submitted to
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bave to be .pessed on by the commit-
tee. ’
He was not sure No. 8 was a good

proposal. In the case of small pensions
it would be less than now available.
He would leave this question also to the
committee, "

To No. 4 he would answer “Yes.”

Answeritig No. 5, he said he did ot
know whether or not the railway and
merchant marine could be brought un-
der the civil service. He did net sge
why a preference for returned soldiers
should not be shown, especially for
clerteal positions. Thete were spécializ-
ed positions, such as captains and en-
gineers that required trained men. This
also Should be considered by a commit-
tee. The speaker here mentioned the
appointment of Bfigadier-Genéral Mac-
dobnel to the senate and said he did not
see why it should be called a cold- -
blocded act,. the general was a distin-
guished officer.

He would answer “Yes” tc No. 6, pro-
viding the opportunity offered.

He could not answer Nd. 7, a8 he did

people to the literaty work that hasf‘

 meeting of the local branch of the Great

‘Lellan speaking last.

. With respect to the matters under dis-

’ not have the facts. The committee

Spirited Criticism of Govern-
ment’s Action and Attitude
in Claiming Credit For
What It Has Done For the
Returned Men — A Chal-
lenge to Govérnment Stand-
ard Bearers to Hold Joint
Meeting.

right, he would support it.

To questions 8, 9 and 10 the speaker
answered in the affifmative

Thete wad-also the question of unem-
ployment. Something should be done
dbout this, He quoted Hon. Mr. Meigh-
en as saying that the government would |
take care of unemployed returned !
men, antl he nféntioned what had been |
done in St. John last winter. There:
were two things the government could |
do: Encourage workshops, such as the |
mayor’s, or provide public works. |

If the minister of éustoms was suc—!
cessful in getting some large work un-
dertaken, such as the new station, that !
would suit the men.

Dr. MacLaren spoke of the medical of-
fice being removed from New Brunswick |
to Halifax and said that he and Hon. |
Mr. Baxter had taken steps to have it :
re-established in ‘this province. He said
that economy should not be practised in
regard to returned men and the office
ought to be re-established here. !
Dr. Brodetick. !

Dr. W. P. Broderick next addressed '
the meeting and paid a high tribute to
returned men. Their devotion, patriot-
ism and loyalty had placed the world,
especially Canada, under a debt of ob-
ligation which would not be measured in
dollars and cents. The fesources of the
country should be strained to the utmost
in order to pag this debt. It was the |
very impofrtant diuty of Canada to see'
that a fair measure of justice wab ex=
tended to the returned soldier, whose
pay had not been High and he had lost
four or five year§ if valuable time. All
this should be consitered when the time
cathe for sett!zinent. He consideréd it a
non-party question, but it often bécame
a party one,

He then, stated the attitude of the Lib-
eral party as laid down by its platform

Hon. J. B. M. Baxter and Dr. Murray
MacLaren, Conservative candidates, and
Dr. W. P. Broderick and H. R. McLel-
lan, Liberal candidates, in the constitu-
encies of St. John-Albert addrested a

War Veterans Association in their hall
last evening and answered a list of ques-
tions which had been submitted to them
for the purpose of  ascertdining their
views on the returned soldier problem.
Bach candidate was granted the privil-
ege of speaking thirty minutes, Mr. Me-
Hon. Dr. Baxter
was then permitted to take ten minutes
to (;'eply to anything his opponients had
said.

The candidates were given a splendid
hearing and briefly explained their views

eussion. Mr. McJ cllan madé a spirited
attack upon ti: government for the
fManner in whiclt it hids been taking cre-
dit for what it has done fot the réturn-
éd men, and severely condemned somé
of the government advertisements in this
confection:. He challenged the govern-
ment’s standard-bearers to meet him and
Dr. Broderick ot the public platform
wherefhﬁ ct()iuld have an opportunity to
morg fully discuss with them the issues | o3: . incladed ®ach
i grants to soldiers
of the day. This challenge was not ac- matters of education, provision for in:;'
. surancé, pensions granted to maintain a
The Questions. lib'edral ?ltsimdgr;i of living, soldiets to be
The list of questions was as follows: PRl WRE e ng"h‘smed fot_' .positions
1. Will you Support. legislation which. - ‘:)'e - positions. He
will grant pensions to ex-service men, qucted Hah. Mr. King as saying that all

s e ] Id be referred to com- !
completely compensating them for the ma&_crs wmv & ‘ & &
loss of their earning power? mittee for Investigation. He. thought

. 8. A%e you Ifi favor of granting pen- that all parties were willlhg to do the
slons- sufidient to'enable the dependents best they could for the returned man,

could bring in a report on it, and 'if °
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service should prevail. Positions should |

be given so far as returned men were

fitted to fill them. !

He answered absolutely “Yes” to No.
6. It would be ho harm if the entire
commission was composed of returned
men. - |
He knew little about No. 7, and it
would require study by a competent
committee. Whatever was right shouldi
be done. It would require a great |
amount of bookkeeping and he was
doubtful if the matter could be solved.

In reply to No. 8, he said that men
made eripples .should have adequate |
pensiofis to support them. The disabled |
should be given preference.. The prin-
ciple to apply was to give the men fair
and square justice.

He answered.“Yes” to No. 9.

In regard to No. 10, he replied “Yes,”
He said there had been considerable dis-

ronto, has published in booklet fotm |

ﬁure to have him in the chait, as they

of deceased soldiers to live according to
the Canadian standard? ;
}. 8 Are you in favor of setting aside
an amount equal to one year’s pension,
which, oni the death of the pensionét will
{be paid to those who have afSumed re-
. sponsibility for sickness and funeral ex-
penses? : ’

i 4 Are you in favor of giving prefer-
énce to returned soldiers in dppoint-
ments to the Civil Service, makifig sueh
appointments permanent after §ix
months’ satisfaetory service?

5. If No. 4 answered in the affirma-
tive, will you support legislatioh, no
matter by whom introduced, to bring
the ~Canadian National Railway and
Caftadian Mefthant Marine within the
scope of the civil service act With respect
‘to appointments? G
- 6. Wil -you - support the appointment
of a returned soldier to the civil ser-
vicé commission? .

7. What is your attitude towards ‘the
réimbursement’ of all ex-service men
and women, of the amount of the pay
and allowance, 168t by the fluctuation of
currency while serving overseas?

8. Inasmuch as there are a4 number of
. men made cripples by reason of the war
and their pensions ate inadequate to sup-
port them, will you use your influence
to have the Federal Government give
them immediate employment in the ca-
pacity of clerks, watchmen, etc.?
| 9. Afe you.in favor of all ex-service |
{men and women who may have received
"gratuity .in lieu of pensions, being ac-
cotded-the. right of medical reboard?

ed that.a digtin

but oné’ nitght b& shesd of .the other in
f )

carrying out what was right.
The speaker said that Hume Cronyn,
Lchairman o]

look into' th )
g preference be given to
returned Soldiers ‘i végatd to entrance
into the public service. This recom-
mendatiofi had not been ¢arried out, the
speaker sald. .| ]

He next took;
reply to No. 1 sdid that it was fair that
this comsideration shoild be extended tb
soldiers, and it was the standard to-
watrds which heé would work.

He was, perfectly agreeable to No. 2
as contefited citizens were an asset to
the state,

Int regard to No. 8 a certain amount

the mittee appointed to
e ?Qtfkfs, had recgmamend-

should be placed aside for that purpose. !

Soldiers should get every consideration
along every line.

He answered “Yes” to No. 4. '

He would be glad to say “Yes” to No.
5, but they must realize that skilled help
was necessary, He was in favor of re-
tutned men getting clerical or other
positions they could fill.

He replied “Yes” to No. 6.

In regard to No. 7, the govermment
should pay the difference.

He replied in the affirmative to No. 8
and No. 9.

In regard to No. 10, this matter would
h:.ve to be taken up and he was in favor
of it.

He would ot say anything further as
to what ought to be done.

Speaking of thée appoititment of Gen-

| eral Macdonnel, the government should

10. ‘Are you in favor of the erection
and maintehance by the Federal Govern-
thent of homes for aged and infitm veter-

ans?

| The hall was. well filled and standing
! room was at a premium when the chair
| was takenn by Dr. G. G. Corbet, ac¢ting
| president of the association. The chair-
| thén said that the ineeting was leld to
| get the candidates’ visions on the ques-
| ticns that had- be¢n presented them, and
! he asked that no personal matters be
| brought up, as the G. W. V. A. was
| able to deal with any grievances.

' Dr, MacLaren.

! The first ﬁaeakef was Dr. Murray
| MacLaren, C.M.G., who paid a tribute
, to the chairman, and said it was a pleas-

had gone ovetfseas together.

| The returned soldier subject was one
| he was more familiar with than some
:of the other matters he had been re-
| cently discussing. This question should’
. be a hon=political one, and this' was the
| attitudé he would maintain. The sol-
| diers did not go overseas as Liberals or
| Conservatives, but as loyal Canadians.
| The speaker said that everything pos-
| sible should be dotie for the maimed,
| the dependents of those who fell and all
| the others as well. It was in the best
| interests of the men themselves that the
| question should be treated a5 a non-
| political one, as the non-party spirit
, would give the men much meore than
! could be obtained otherwise.

i, The speaker then reviewed what had
| already been done for returfied men and !

quoted the varioug amounis spent in ef- equalling the salaty of a highlx

The action has been suggested by theI forts to provide for them. He next took “man; otherwise he would answer ;
In reply to No. 2, he said that there

i up the list of questiois and said that’
| sonie were difficult to answer. In re-'
i gard to No. 1, he took it that it meant

question.

vides, in the casé of the United States, the average income of those that went
for economies to be putrsued, not in the ‘l:verstas. Mimy that had gone Ovelrst‘ﬂs

s | had previously been in teceipt of large
o i ce.nt.', R a e ¥ B ccnt.,. 85 | incomes. He felt it did not mean the
the Christian Sclence Monitor points jagter. . A committee, representative of

out, and for proportionate economies in
the same direction by the other nations
involved. In Lendon they are consid-
ering the immediate effect of the stop-
page of work on battleships, but looking
to the future gain this problem ddes not
assume & major importance there or in
any other country. Excessive armament
is provocative of war. Its production is
at the expense of the arts of peace, and
it should no longer be tolerated.

' the various pdrties, had been appointed
i by the House of Commons to determine
| the amount 6f pensions and report to the
house, ‘I'he government had accepted
these recommendations’ with few
changes. That the pensions compensat-
ed for the loss of earning power was
the standard they had proceeded upon.
lIf this was not true the matter should
| be put before a committee of the house
‘and he would support its findings, if
| elected.

In regard to No. 2, he said that no
standard was fixed. This matter would

f

be congratulated if the appointment was

made as a returned soldier; if’ appointed

as a member of any particular party

g:en the appointment was open to ques-
on.

In conclusion, Dr. Broderick said that '

If he was ever in a position to be of ser-
viee to the returned men they would al-
ways find in him a friend. . .

Hon, Mr, Baxter.
Hon. J. B. M. Baxter when called on

1 |said that since the first of the war he

had tried to aid returned men. They
had gone to the front as Canadians and
it was up to the whole Canadian people
to see that they got justice, irrespective
of politics. It should not be a political
He would always be against
the introduction of party politics into the

question of dealing with the returned
man.
cufrence,

He was glad to see so much con-
While the candidates might
have some nice little political differences

on other questions, thére was no great
differende in regard to the returned sol-

dier.
He then took up the guestions and in

answer to No. 1 said that until pensions |

redched that stage of complete compen-
they were supposed to do. They had
been increased several times. Canadian
pensions, except in regard to one class,
were the highest in the world. Many
who were now all right would need pen-
sions later as the result of their service
and they would have to be provided for.
He was not in favor

sation they were not performing what | Fo : ‘ "
| A

was no specific standard. The govern-

ment had to deal with the individual. |

This could be adjusted by a Committee
of parliament. When anything was in-
sufficient it was the duty of the coun-
try to make it right. |

No. 3 was also a matter to be adjust- ‘

| ed by a committee to see that justice | Phiiip G

was done. He was in accord with the
principle.

In reply to No. 4 he sald that it was
in force today and he was most em-
phatically in favor of it. The trouble
was there were not enough positions to
g0 around.

In regard to No. 5, if it meant to put
thém under the civil service commission,
he was not in favor of it. This com-
mission had more to do now than it
could properly handle. In regard to
derical position the priniciple of civil

N

up the qﬁcstions and in

of the pension
paid |
"Yes.”

(Continued on page 6,rﬁrgt:_c=olnmne)
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