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italians A_g’ain on Offensive

London, Dec, 21—The Italians on the northern line in Italy between the
Brenta and Piave rivers, have ceased, for the time being at least, their defens-
ive warfare against the attacks of the Austro-Germans and assumed the of-
fensive, with signal successes on several sectors.

Attacking the positions which the enemy earlier in the week captured neas
Monte Asolone, General Diaz’s troops have regained a considerable portion
o fthe terrain and held it, notwithstanding the terrific artiliery Iire that was
turned upon them. -

The German war office, in endeavoring to belittle the success of the offens-
ive, which it asserts was repulsed, shows that the effort of the Italians was a
determined one, the troops to the west of the Monte Asolone delivering seven

tion America is making—just as over:
here I have sometimes found that my
friends do not appreciate the full weight
of the heavy burden England is bearing.

“That brings me to_speak of the main REMEMBER the Great Economy of-
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For Closer U_nidn Of
England and America

H. S. Perris Urges Mkorc_ Sympathe.tic Under-
‘standing; Secretary of British-American Cen-
a(‘enary Committee Pleads for Truer Inter-

well .be asked, What more hopeful sigit
of friendship could there be than our
new comradeship in arms? True enough| . ot
—Dbut the ideal of friendship between our
two countries that appeals to me rises
even higher than that. I look forward to
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smal depths of ignorance in England of | Tavern, and here there must have been
things American, and in America of | from of old a halting place on the great
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pi'etation of National Ideals

H. S. Perris, secretary of the British-
American Centenary Committee, and of
the Committee of Sulgrave Manor, the
ancient seat of the family of George

been incorporated under the laws of
New York State and a board of prom-
fnent citizens elected), will proce a pow-
erful factor for the promotion of that

a brotherhood 4n peace as well as in
war, to a lasting friendship between the
nations, based on a real understanding.
If this union of hearts is ever to be fully
atteined, one sure fact stands out above
all others: We must come to know each
other better. We must in the fullest

things English. It is even worse than
that. We are not merely ignorant about
each other; we are more often positively
misinformed: I would like to appeal to
British and American newspaper corre-
spondents to be more scrupulous than

1
|

caravan route from Egypt to Syria. The
village was midway between Rafa and
Gaza, separatéd from the sea by two or
three miles of rolling sand dunes. Around
it on every side is a belt of trees and
orchards a mile or more in depth, and
the water which makes possible this sud-

attacks against the enemy front. Admission is made in the German communica-
tion that the Italians also have tken the inititive in the fighting on Monte Per-
tica and Mont Solaro, but it is declared that their attacks on these sectors, as
on Monte Asolone, were without success. .

Weight Against French.

fortnight, culminating in the capture on

Washington, made a plea for a more|real sympathy and understanding be- they sometimes are in surveying and re-| x iaan ; : ? ol
thorougf\t understanding of America by |tween British and American people e OfI tcl;;n;orélmp]l::gi;stna&t mtf)l; porting public opinion. We need in both | den blossoming of the plain is pumped| With the French Armies in Northern | Tuesday of Monte Asolone. T hese posi-
England and of England by America just| which the war has so immeasurably stron‘l - countrizs, nay, ip all countries, a more | from ancient wells lying in the midst|Iialy, Thursday, Dec. 20—(By the Asso- | tions are only a few miles from the plain

: et exact, a morc conscientious interpreta- | of its lanes. ciated Press)—A careful compilation of | proper and therefore, as in the case of

{wefbre his departure for England recent-
¥

“Though I shall be glad to be home
again for Christmas,” he said to a report-
er offthe New York Evening Post, “I
am sorry that the time has come for me
to say good-by to America. I have had
a delightful visit, renewing old frieng-
ships and making many new ones. I i
leaving with a deep sense of gratification
at the appreciation which has been given
throughout the United States to the alms
end objects of the organisation which I
am serving, the Sulgrave Institution. The
old home of the Washingtons at Sul-
grave, England, was purchased some time
ago in connection with the Anglo-Am-
erican Centenary Committee, and it is
hoped that henceforth, under the dire-

strengthened, and which it is the duty
and ?rivﬂege of far-sgeing men and wo-
men in both countries to forward by all
means in their power.

A Story for England.

“It has been a stirring experience for
me to sec this great country of yours
bending all its mighty strength, energy,
and capacity to the great new tasks of
war. It has thrilled me to see you com-
ing now to join in freeing Europe and
the world from a slavery to the dogmas
and practice of a ruthless militarism and
Caesarism. I shall carry back to Eng-
land a story of America’s great sacrifice
for the common cause, a sacrifice of life,
money, comforts, even of necessities, such
as food and coal. It is a story which

Breaking Down the Barriers.

“Friendly speeches by public men, in-
terchange of professors, business and
professional conventions, and the like,
are all to the good, but by themselves
they are not enough. We must try to
reach the springs of public feeling and
public opinion. How can this be done?
Obviously, there is no royal road to this
goal, but Isthink I may say without ex-
aggeration that no other single institu-
tion can play so big a part in bringing
about good will between the peoples than
the press. -May I not, therefore, plead
once more before I leave these shores
for a better-informed and more impartial
interch'ange of news and opinion betwen
us? We speak the same language. We
Where are

tion of men and events. In my oponion
an even greater menace to the lasting
peace and happiness of the world than
Secret Diplomacy, even than militarism
itzelf, is the menace of a merely partisan
and supefficial journalism.

“The outstanding need after the war
will be for the peoples of all nations to

knew all we should forgive all.
! much to hope that the journalists of
America and of England will lead in this
great task of mutual interpretation and
friendship?”

IN PALESTINE.

(Manchester Guardian.)

‘get acquainted’ with each other. Per-|
haps, as the French wisely say, if we.
Is it too |

On the wooded hills above Khan
Yunis and set low amid the trees rises
another village with the Biblical name
of Beni-Sela. Whether this place or
Khan Yunis itself, actually goes back to
the Bible times is not certain. Local
legend claims that Delilah, the wife of
Samson, came hence, but that story may
be prompted by jealousy of Gaza,which
has a certain connectlon with the hero
of the Hebrews. The one historical event
certainly connected with the place  is
more recent. It was here that Napoleon
at the outset of his bold Syrian cam-
paign was nearly captured. His ad-
vanced guard, which he had sent from
Rafa to occupy the place, missed its
way, and he arrived before the village
with his personal retinue only, and found

the strength and disposition of the tre-
mendous Austro-German forces which
originally concentrated for the Italian
offensive, probably have been augmented
by troops from the Russian front, has
just been completed by the French, mili-
tary authorities. The summary shows
that between the middle of November
and the middle of December the bulk of
the enemy forces has been steadily shift~
ed irowm the lower fiave INe 10 tue secor
between Vidor on the upper Piave and
the Asiago plateau—the part that is
held by the French—until the forces
which are now trying to batter their way
into the mnorthern Itallan plains have
been nearly tripled and this army is all
the stronger because -of the fact that it
includes fully “seven German divisions

Col Della Bretta, captured a few days
previously, their acquisition- is valuable.
Positions flanking other mountains still
are held stubbornly by the Italians, al-
though the enemy is able to enfilidate
movements to and from otherwise stra-
tegic heights.

In gradually relinquishing a few points
and in falling back on this sector upon
a new line, the Italians are again strong-
ly and strategically located. They have
made the enemy pay dearly for each
vard of ground gained and have put u
a determined defence that augurs wei
for the future, especially since the French
are successfully holding every foot of
their fine and have strong reserve forces
behind their battle fronts. The Italian
troops by the end of October had in-

tion of the Sulgrave Institution, this his-| will deeply touch the hearts of my coun-| come from the same stock.
toric place be the centre of friend- | trymen as it has touched my own heart. | the barriers between us? Surely it ought| A large and important village in Pal-| it defended by some Arab cavalry. But, | known to be engaged against the Allies.| creased forces on the Asiago sector and
From what I hear from the other side, | not to be difficult for us to.speak to one|estine which the British expeditionary | trusting to boldness and his “star” he| This formidable strength of the in-|by the middle of November the sector

ship work between the two countries. I

"am . sure.that in this way our new in-
- sfitition (which during my visit has

I am afraid they do not even yet fully
realize the vast extent of the contribu-

another as free men and friends.

“And yet who can measure the aby-

force has occupied is Khan Yunis. The | charged with his score of men, and the
name translated becomes simply John’sl Arabs took to flight.

vader accounts for the ‘scattered gains
that have been recorded during the last

from Asiago to Stevio had been vastly
strengthened. :
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 ONSALE TODAY |

The Christmas Gift That Will
- Be Appreciated

ville, offering this Historic Book for sale.
been made to have the books on sale at the Imperial Theatre, Opera
House, E. G. Nelson & Company’s, Gray & Richey’s, Y M C A
Royal Hotel and Victoria Hotel. Patriotic organizations in Moncton,
St. Stephen, F redericton, Chatham and Campbellton will also offer /
the book for sale today and Monday. Patriotic organizations desiring ~
territory may secure same by telephoning or telegraphing collect to
the distributors as below.

The Local Council of Women through the Field Comforts’ Circle,
Y. M. C. A. Ladies’ Auxiliary, Natural History Ladies’ Auxiliary and
other affiliated socities will cover the entire city, Carleton and i:'ai{'-
Arrangements have  also

Persons unable to secure copies in their own district can do so by
remitting $1.00 to the St. John News Company, 22 Canterbury Street,
St. John, the distributors. ' .
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Help the Patriotic Workers

Add to Their Funds by Buying a Copy

F MUTT AND JEFF—AND NOW IT LOOKS AS IFMUTT
i L4

(COPYRIGHT,

MIGHT LIVE A LITTLE LONGER

1937, BY H. C. FISHER, TRADE MARK REGISTERED.)
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Jees, fve REACHED
THe &ND oF MY RoPG.
T CAN'T 6ET A (0B

AND VVE BEeN

BRekE EOR A WEEBKe
YVE PORGOTTEN WHAT
FooD TASTES Like!

1S PAINLESS,
Goiné o QUIT

I THINk VRL Kk
OFF, THE GAS RovTe

SENSELESES STRUGGLLE
PoR EX\STENCE —

I'Mm
TH!S

SuRE . AAD ARTER '™
DEAD THeEY'LL TAKE ME
T PEYERS FLELD,
Boo Hoo Hoo!
THAT MY LONG SLEEP
WHL Be /A A PAUPERY
G&AUE'
JEEF, A PAUPER'S
6RAVE FOR'ME,

W, THINK

THIANK OF (T,

6T WHILE T GoT M
Rokt ABOWUT ma, MuTT.
Vel BUWY You A LoT
N A FIRST CLASK
CEMETERY |

oggmeat, 1313, by H. C. Fiuher




