.
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. to mssess ; and the

~guch a way as to meet every case.
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PROVINGIAL LEGISLATURE.

!v}r. Browx was anxious that the bill should
lhe 1 1l Yat A 1

rom the Fredericton Sentinel.)

Housg oF AssEMELY—FREDERICTON,
Thursday, September 12.

*The House upon motion of Mr. Partelow resolved itselt
4nto 8 Committee of the whole, for the consideration of the
Bill for preventing fires in the Cuty of Saint John. Mr.
Hayward in the chair,

Mr. Pasrsiow male a few brief ohscrvations with re-
ference 1o the Bill, which he said explained itself. It had
been unanimously agreed toat a very large weeting-of re-
spectable inhabitants of St. John, by whom it had been
sent up to the House. He helieved it inet the views of
his coileagues, and he presumed it would become 2 law.

As there was no general principle to he discussed, what-
ever remarks were made referred to the details of the Bill,
the height aud thickness of the partition walls, the slope
of the roof and other subjects of minor importauce.  Mr.
Johaston described the “difficulty which existed with re-
spect to Nelson-street in Luilding partition walls of stone,
where it is ditficelt to procure a foundation unless plies
are driven, at great expense : and Mr. Woodward wished
the consideration of the Bill deferred for a day or two un-
1il an opportunity could be afforded to parties who were
disposed to petition against the passage ofthe Bill. There
was a general disposition however 1o proceed with it.—
Some progress was made in it on Thursday—it was again
taken up on Friday—and ultimately passed on Saturday—
jimiting the height of wooden houses in the burnt district
10 fifteen feet exclusive of the roof, which cannot exceed
ter feet more, with one slope, and 1o be covered with tin
or slate, or spme other material that is not combusuble.—
There was an mteresting debate with reference to a clause
which went to make provision for reducing or carryini
away huildings which may be iu progress of erection ; an
which are at variance with the provisions of the Bill under
discussion, which we have reported. |

Friday, September 13.
BILL FOR PREVENTING FIRES,

The House again resolved itself into a Committee on
the Bill for preventing fires in the City of Saiat John.—
Mr. Hayward in the %hair.

Mr. WELpox called the attention of the committee to
the case of people who were at present erecting wooden
buildings in the fire distnet in St. John, exceeding in
beight those contemplated by bill then under consideration.

Mr. PanrELow suid there could be no difference of opi-
nion upon the subject, aud they should not lie perinitted to
remain ; hut the small expense of removiug or reducing
them should be paid by assessment. It was desiralile
that clanses should be prepared to that effect, and erceti-
ons would then be made conformably to the wishes of the

peﬂle.

r. J. M. WiLmor said it was a subject of grave con-
sideration. The buildings alluded to were erected before
the passing of gny act to the contrary, and he did not see
why partics should not be protected, as they have not vio-
Jated any law. He should bave no ohjection, therefore,
if they were to be remunerated for any loss they might
npiuin by a law, whith would operate generally.

_"Hon. Mr. Seraxea said the consideration of the sub-
jeet was not unattended with difficulty ; those parties were
as much under the protection of the {nw as before the oc-
currence of the fire.

Mr. PAnTELow was satisfied some of the buildings al-
Juded to must come down, as there was a bill then belore
the House to widen the streets. Toe individuals who
had put or were patting up these buildings, all knew that

., @ law was aboul 1o pass, and they were not entitled to that

Jenity with which the hon. Speaker was alout to treat
them. '

+CoL. ArLex gonsidered it a difficult point ; hut thought
shey had better confine the assessiment to the district
@lone ; Le could have no consideration for persons who
would evade the law, and if they were prudent they would
pot proceed with their erections, when an assessment was
-about to he made 16 pay fur puitiag them down.

Hon. Dr. T i~sTox said, however desirable it was to
reduce the height of. the Luildings alluded to, yet he would
nol do za act of iujustice, The parties, many of thim,
had Teased land at a very high ratc, sua they shouid be
remunerated for taking thoee Li.idings down, and in addi-
tion to what they wouid sustain by tae loss on those erec-
tions, there should be an allowance for the difference of
gent. 't would be an eyil, however, to allow them to re-
main, «lie saw no course 10 be pursued but to reduce
she buildings, and assess the city for the expense. It was
« tax which would be cheerfully borne.

_Mr. Exp considered the erection of those buildings as a
fFick, and sufficient had fallen from hon. members to jus-
tify him in that opinion. Every disinterested person was
fuily aware of what had occurred after the first fire in St.
John, and a Inw had:passed prohibiting the erection of
wooden buildings above a certain height, founded upon a
petition from the City of Saint John. He veed wot inake
any observations upon whut had subsequently occurred,
hut would let that pass. The City is visited by another
fire—a public meeting had Leen cnlfed—und pariies were
ot ignorant of thestate of public feeling, or what would
be the action of the Legislature ; butin l%le teeth of all this
they threw up buildirgs of a large size, in contravention
of what they were satisfied would he the law of the Jand ;
and persons were found who.would ride down the law
were they 10 Le permitted todoso. He would not gratify
such persons, and wonld declare all buildings above the
yegular size Sto he nuisances, as |he¥ were huilt with a
view to ci t the diugs of the L )| and
in defiance of public sentiment. If nothing but the mere
shell was put up it could easily be removed, and they ought
20 do so ut their awn expevse. The learned gentleman
concluded by saying he felt called upon to express his opi-
pion most fully.

Hon. Mr. Sepaxen could not agree with the learn=d
member for Gloucester that those peoplé were actuated by
wicious motives; they were governed hy the principle of
#olf which more or less actuated the entire human race ;

_and in this instance had prohably been misguided by that
_principle, and had given more than was prudent, under ex-

ting circumstances, for certain portions of land.  Sull
they were not to he punished for that ; and were the
Houee 1o declare.those buildings to be a nuisaoce, they
would be punishing persons for duing that which was con-
sistent with the law of the land. As there were only two
-ercctions of the desoription alluded 1o, the hon. Speaker
214 he thought they had better be left alone, urd let the
Lill apply only to such as might be erected afler the pas-
sing of the Act.  The Legislatre eould not consistently
punish persons as criminals who had not offended against
any existing law, and he never was more surprised than
when he had heard such a doctrine laid down by a profes-
-sional gentleman.

Mr. WeLpox said while the Legislature should see that
the public good was secured, they should take care that no
personal injury was inflicted. Such buildings as those
which had been described, were not only dangerous in
themselves but they endangered others ; they should there-
fore be altered or removed, bat the loss should be borne
by the whole community, and not hy those in the hurnt
district exclusively. He should, lfxcrcfo!e, prepare an
amendment to that effect.

Mr. Woopwarp was snxious that the parties who may
have built should not be considered as being actuated by vi-
cious motives. 1f they were taken down, their owners could
only expect to he ro munerated for what their removal
would cost.  The learned member for Gloucester had at-
tributed to them improper motives ; and would then pro-
ceed to punish them for their conduct.  He said he thought
the commissianers whose duty it would be to widen the
streets, should attend to the removal of those erections,
and assess the city for the expense; he knew of no hetter
mode ol proceeding than that. i

Hon. Mr. Speaxex.—The difficulty was how or whom
question was whether the assessment
~ghould be confined to-the hurnt district or whether it should
extend over the city.  The enquiry itsell was a slight one
and it was vot worth while to take up time—they had het-
ter pass the bill as it bad been read, and let the buildings
remain. 1 ! 5

Mr. GiusenT idered it impossille to legislate in

Hon. members had
attributed impure motives to certain partits; there were
‘Pbat two huildings at present erected; and when it was
.considered that last session the Legislature had repesled
he act passed in consequence.of the late fire, a inst the
_erection of wooden houses, and that these people wauted
to get accommodations, having been hurnt out; the pro
geeding was not one that should call forth punishment.
CGov. Aviey said if he understood the Speaker,
be would let those persons alone. - He could not
subseribe 1o that doctrine.  If they had attended
thespublic meeting, they wonld have heen satisfied
that such huildings should not have been erected.

Theilaw, he admitted, was arhitrary, but why ex-

empt those individuals from its operations when

othess were restrained. These parties did not seek

2 mere temporary mmodation—they had erec-

ted haildings three stories high. He limugh( the

buildings should be reduced to coincide with the

epactment. 5

Hon. M. JonxsTox said the object was not to
pull down-but veduce those buildings. He thought
there werenore than two of them, and if so it
would increase the risk of fire. To meet the ex-

e of the alteration, he would assess all visible
perty:s and the tax would not be complained of.

E: wald potfustitte a poll tax, but something

Tike the watch tax.

Mr. Bxb said to avoid difficulty, they had bet-

ter call them oll puisances, as the intention evident-

Ay was ta eyade the law, which in spirit though

pot in letter, whs glready in existence. ference

had been made t9 the poll tax, but why should a

ponr man the saime as the hon. Speaker. Ve-
fydmperlyph.lyd it been observed with re’(":renee to the
gich man, that it wasas difficult fora camel 1o
g0 through the eya of = le;.and here it was
pra 1o malge a poor wan pl{ the same a& oue
‘wallowing in wealth. Fe thought they hac better
wske the simple course, declare them all nui-

Hon. Mr. SrzaxEe wished to explain. If the
assesstiéenté were upon preperty is would not af-
fect bim > farthing, as be had not a house in the

- gity—but he thought it his duty at all times to pro-
tect the community agajnst a burthensome enact-

meat. . :

Mr. Jonvase snid be was afraid, it would be an
arhitrary eoagtment, were they te compel persons
10 take down those brildings, which fad recently

 been erecietl; or wxen wese they to tax the city.
Althonsl:alhn | lllz--unbwt meeting, these
parties did pot know. that w woyld pass against
such erections. ! 'nhsp:tt bad ‘axpresped bis
anstiansots West fully. .

€ I3 of ; and he left
it for the legal gentlemen in the house to construct
the emactments in such shape as might be proper.
He agreed perfectly with the arguments of the
learned member for Gloucester ; they camne there
1o legislate for the good of the city, and the argu-
ments that hed been used, were against legislating
altogether. These persons knew the law was
about to pass; and he thonght it no hardship to
((II}I)\)(‘I them 1o reduce their buildings to the
2"1'-!%' of fifteen feet, without assessing others 1o
lcfru; the expence. Tet all be used like. He
hoped there would not be a majority to assess.
; here bemz: a desire 1o ascertain ihe sense of the
house, as to the course which should be pursued;
ll}c chairman was requested to put the question,
with a view to prepare a specific section before
the following morning ; which was decided in fa-
vor of the removal or reducing the buildings.

The House resumed.

Hon. !}lr. Jonxstox laid before the House by

: of His Excellency, certain dispatch
which were referrgd to at the opening of the ses-
sion, together with ‘those connected with the
grant of land to the New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia Land Company, which were read ; and it
was made the order of the day for to-morrow, to
take the same into consideration.

Saturddy, Scptember 14.

The House again resolved itself into a Commit-
tee on the bill for preventing fires at St. John.
Mr. Partelow had prepared a section providiag for
the removal or alteration of houses erecting in the
burnl_dl!l"cl, and assessing the city generally.
To this Mr. End proposed an amendment, de-
claru)g those which had bLeen erected, in defiance
of public opinion, to e nuisances ; which after a
shortdiscussion similar 1o that of the preceding
day, was lost; and the original sectiou was carried.

Friday, Sept. 13.—Mr. Partelow, from the Com-
wmittee appointed to wait upon His Excellency the
Lieutenant Governor, with the Address of this
House of yesterday, on the subject of proceedings
being had against Duncan Barber, fora deht due
1o the Crown, reported, that they had attended to
that duty, and that His Excellency was pleased to
say, he would direct that the wishes of the House
shiould be carried into immediate effect.

Mr. End, from the Comunitiee appointed to
wait ur«m His Excellency the Licutenant Governor,
with the Address of the House of yesterday, pray-
ing His Excellency that no coercive micasures
should at present he adopted against actual settlers
for Monies due to the crown on purchases of
Lands, reported. that they had attended to that du-
lz, and that His Excellency was pleusod\:lo say,
that the wishes of the House had been antleipated
by the Government, and should be complied with.

——

Saturday, Sept. 14.

The House itsdtf

resolved

St. John, Mr. M'Leod in the Chuir.

fect a loun at all.  Bat he hoped there would be

into a Committee
for the consideration of a Bill granting a loun to

Mr. Partelow siid the first question to be consider-
ed, was whether the Committee were disposed to ef-

large mujority, if members were not unanimous, after

meuns. He thought for his ewn part that & loan
could be granted, withuutinterfering with other mea-
sures. In the first place, the Province hud at this
t me £29,000 on interest ; wnd if that snm were up-
plied to this oljeet, it would be an advantuge. In
addition to that, he hoped before six months the sum
due by the Land Company would™be availuble; and
he ngreed with His Honor the Speaker that be did
not know a better manner in which it couid be in-
vested; the security would be undoubted, ay it was
uot contemplated to udvance in any one instance &
iurger sum thun the estimated value of the land.
The learned member for Gloucester spoke of the
proposal us a local meusure, wnd for the relief of u
small district; but the interests of the provinee at
lurge were involved, and if the community there be-
came cramped or harrassed, the remotest parts of the
country must feel it more orless 3 while from a con-
trary state of things, genersl benefit must result.—
With this view of the sulject he should support the
bill. :
Mr. Fisher said he should oppose the Bill from
principle and because it embraced a special applica-
tion; and even if he were futourable, hie could not
tell where the funds were to come from. The hon
member for Queen's said they were in the banks, but
if he understood corrvetly, it was decided last year
that those monies should be paid over, to meet the
engagements with other bunks.  The fact is the mo-
ney is waunting for the actual improvement of the
country ; and so far as the hizh rate of wages had
been referred to the demand for the road vervice, thut
was not the case; the bye ronds in particular axe
made at a time when the people are not employed
about their farms, and it i< all clear gnin.  With re-
ference to the great roads it was much the same ; and
the contracts were taken ut very low rates. But al-
lowing it was the case ; would it e luir to take the
funds of the Piovince, and expend them on the city
of St. John. Aund were the ill to pass, could the
House stop there. No. they must go on and provide
tor every future loss. The arguments that had Leen
urged in support of the measure, were wenk and in-
sufficient ; and went to prove that persons owning
valuable properties, cannot put up such buildings «s |
the law requires. It the funds of the Province were
voted in this way, during future sessions, half their
time would be expended in legislating on the su'ject ;
there would Le a feeling of symputhy excited, when-
ever the day of payment should nrrive. He was war-
ranted in making this assertion, irom whnt had al-
resdy occurred.  He felt deeply for the sufferers in
St. John, and possessed un honest pride in their wel-
fare ; and he certainiy thought he would best consult
their interests Ly opposing the bill. ‘T'he moment
this money was obtained, the banks and individuals
who previously felt themselves bound 1o assist them,
would withdraw thejr assisthnce. It was better
therefore that they should struggle on without this
questionable wid. ~ He counsidered the Aattering pic-
a | ture:which hud been drawn of the finances of the
Province as a delusion.—In his opinion it was in
debt.—~And if they possessed the funds, it would be

jservice to be done ?

the passage of the Bill, which went to compel per-
sons erecting buildings ubove a certain height to
muke them of stone. He trusted there would be a
disposition to loan a sum not exceeding £25,000 or
quire it, and who must now erect buildings of an ex

of what must be termed an arbitrary law. If, how

Bill then under consideration, he should move tha
the other be re-committed, in the hope that it migh
be thrown ont.
property, and who! could give ample security ; bu

it were wished, the ohject at present being to discus

there was any opposition to the bill.

should not go over the same ground.
effected,

loss in what msuner to fund it.

ture he made in & luvish manner.

great temptaiion would be removed. He felt sutishi
ed that such would be the result ; and upon tha

the bill,

n great blessing, and must contribure to the prosperi
ty of the province. lIn faet it had. happened mosi

with which the members of the House were to pun:

which 15 to prevent them from satisfying their pro

with it.

would not go cown with country members,
of too much, they had not enough ; and it was nol
the amount of lubour expended on the road that ¢n
hunced the price of it.

wis dect
they had not the money to lend, and in the second
wues of the country for mere local purposes.
1ants of & place, who they had been told that duy dic
not wind taxation. The hon, member for S1. John hat

said, thut unless the bill should be passed, he woulc
have the other recalled,

passuge of & law for the ereetion of stone buildings
was in accordunce with the voice of the countiy
But even should they succeed, let them go bnck an
face their contituents if they dare.

rather for a gift, for 8 loan was out of the question

might they enjoy it. There had been no cause pro

by E=k . " F o
few individuuls ; thus intending whatever benefi
wae to be incurred for & particular cluss.
vince at ‘lrze.
the hill then before the committee.

for Gloucester had not met the subject fairly, nor ha
he taken a correct view of it. He had asked wh

suffering had been made out ?

thr{ could not carry on business and erect costl
buildi

The onl;

made with publie i 5

.question to be decided was, had they the ways and

far better to expend them in opening ‘foads, and thus
encourage the settlement of the country and increase

its value and importance. The learned gentleman

£30,000 to assist those proprietors who might re-
pensive deseription, in consequence of the passage

jever, contrary'to his expectations, there should be ob-
jeetions which would be fatal to the passage of the

He knew individuals who possessed

who, uniess aid were sfforded in the manner proposed,

rould not ereﬂﬂwh buildings ss were Nqulred.' Bill; not because it gave any particular ndvantage,
The various provisions of the bill might be altered if

i'.' principles,—The loans would be for a certain
time, when they would be paid off. He should make
no further ohservationg, until he ascertained that

Hon, Speaker suid he fully agreed with what hud
heen urged by the hon. member for St. John, and
But there
was an additional reason why such lown should be
A large revenue had lutely been handed
aver to the province, and the legislature were st a
That difficulty
would be removed by the bill then under considera-
tion; a large sug might be made to bear an interest
of six per cent. and uppropristions would not in fu-
The opinion he
said was abroad, that too large a sum had been luid
out on roads, and that labour hud in this way been
withdinwn from agricultural pursuits to its injury.
This evil would no longer be felt, us the appropiia-
tions of the legislature must in future be restrained
within due bounds, and the surplus revenue would

‘be wppropriated to other purposes. In this wuy &

principle, if no other, he would give bis support to

Mr. End said hon. members must regret that they
had voted the address 3 for the fice, instead of being
a calamity, had in the hon, Speaker’s estimation been

providentially, and was a sort of political flagellation,
ish themselves ; a sort of moral sackeloth and ashes,

pensity to expend monies on rouds und bridges.
The learned gentlemen said, that he came fiom a
puit of the province where sgriculture had not been
affected in the manner described, and where ronds
and Lridges still remained to be provided for.  In
fact they need not go there to discover the necessity
for increasing the road appropriations : for it would
be found thut a person could not travel from Freder-
icton to Quebec, without being carried on poles.
And yet hon, gentlemen were told that the province
had so much money, they did not know what to do
He presumed however the opinion that too
much money was appropriated for roads and bridges
Tustead

The learned member said he
dly opposed to the bill; in the first place

pluce, he would not lend it if they had.— They were
not to hecome money-mongers or to pledge the reve-
And
for whom were the funds required? The inhubi-

Bur it struck lim, if ail the
members for St. John should exert themselves for
that purpose, they would fuil ; simply because the

It was stoted
that lots had be:n sold since the fire, for double
what they would feteh with the buildings on them
And were the inhabitants of n commercial city like | 1o give n small sum as # wift, when .£5.000 had been
St, John, one fast rising in prosperity, and where
lends were as high as they are in New York—were
they to look to the province for a loan of money, or

Where was the necessity t was it shown that they
were a people overwhelméd with misery; on the
contrary they were wallowing in wealth, and long

duced to induce the Aseembly to vote the proviuce
money in this way; not even to the city, but to a

Such a
measure he contended would be unjust to the pro-
This was tiot a case in which he felt
called upon to give his support, and he should oppose

Hon. Mr. Jobnstoa said that the learned member

ever heard of such a provision being mace. He
would reply that it was frequently the case thut
loans were granted. Again, be asked what case of
It was generally
known that individuals hud lost property to a large
smount; and it was reasonable to conclude, that

ngs, with the funds which they could command.
A loan therefore should not be refused, if it could be

suid lie opposed :the vote upon general principles; it
would be # dead sveight upon the energies of the Pro-
vince, and hie expected never to see the day when it
wonld be yemoved.  Every attempt at improvement
- | would be met by the loan; which if & benetit atill,
would be for the speciul advant e of one part of the
Province to the injury of the remuinder. Should the
¢ | bill pass, the House would be called upon to make
+ | provision to meet it. He hoped it would not pass;
and he called upon those members to oppose it, who
were favourable to the general improvement of the
country.

Mr. Weldon said

1

he came prepared to support the

but Liecause parties would be prevented from putting
s | up any other than fire.proof Luildings by legislative
enactments.— That was an arbitrary act, and pre-
vented persons from using their properly in such way
as might be most beneticiul to their individual inter-
est. And ifinsuch a case they could venefit the
parties, they were hound as legisiators to do so. n
this instance no gift is required ; all that was asked
was a pledge of credit, and debentures would issue,
woon which there could he no loss ; while there would
Le a gain to the province from the erection of fire
proof buildings. 1o compelling persons to muke such
erections, they were restraining the nutural rights of
parties, who were entitled to compensation, aud the
province would be ultimately benefited. There was
doubtless individunls who were not able to erest
buildings such ns the law required, and to whom
pecuniary assistance would be ol importance ; and al
the present time when there were difliculties of no
ordinary magnitude existing at_home, the effects of
which were generally felt elsewhere, it was in vain to
Jook for relief from ordinary means. It were there-
fore goad policy to comply with the requirements of
the Lill.  The learned gentleman said he saw by the
bill, that it contemplated lending money upon the
ground itself. In this way umple security would be
- uffo ded, and no loss could be sustnined ; and by grant-
¢ | ing the loan the Province would be benefitted w ithout
any possibility of injury. He would not auree to ef-
fect this at the expense of the grent road appropria-
tions of the couniry; he would be sorry to trench
upon these, As toany difficuities that mizht occur
herealter, that lay with themselves. He hoped aild
would not be sfforded to mere speculatoirs; and trust-
- | ed the Lill would pass: but it woull reguire altera-
t{tion. And if it was the disposition of the committ. e
to pass it, they could report progress, and piepare
- | such alterations as might be necessary.

Hon, Spesker explained, He said persons who
owned valuslle property previous to the fire, retain-
ed only the land upon which it stood In ordinary
times they would experience no difficulty in obtrining
funds to replace those buildings that had been de-
stroyed ; but ut present il a loan could not be obtained
S L irom the public, it could not be obinined ut all.  Such
was the distress for money ut present, that all felt the
pressure, and individunl aid v out of the question.
Unless it were obtained from the Province therefore,

ber of valuable lots would be driven into the mu ket
at once in consequence of the enastment of whut had
been termed un nrbitrary law ; he felt satisfied there-
fore thut upon every principle of hougur and justice,
the House was bound to render the ‘assistance con-
templated by the bill, because persons bad been foiced
into mensures by an act ol its own.

' Mr. Allan supported,and Mr. Beardsley opposed
- { the bill.

Mr. Pimtelow said the circamstances of St. John
were not such as they were in 1837 ; there 1s st pre-
1 | sent great difficulty in oltaining money on any terms,
In fact it could not be obtained on any terms from
individuals; and that was the renson they now came
forward. ‘The situation of the money marked had
been ably depicted by His Honor the Speunker, and
would be found substantially correct.  The learned
]lnwmher for York talked of St. John ssif it were
1| Stanley he was alludiog to; winle lust year he wani-
1] vd £30.000 tor the town of Fredericton, with which
to erect a public building. He would call the atten-
tion of hon. members 1o the scarcity of money at pre-
sent in the United States, where it is u orth one
and ® quarter per cent. per month. Indeed he
' | did not know any place on the continent where mo
i | ney could be obtained except Halifux, and there they
would not lend it in St. John upon prope.ty; but
£25000 upon the credit of the province could be pro-
cored in a moment. The learned member for York,
he swid, talked of sympathy, and said e was willing

voted after the fire in 1825 he believed to Miramichi
alone.

Mr. Rankin said the vote was not for that amount.
. Tt was £1000 for the whole province.

bate.
Mr. J. M. Wilmot, Hon, Mr,
Tt Giunlly passed, 15 10 13.]

- | spoke in its fuvour.

BRITISH NEWS,

| e B — =
STEAM COMMUNICATION WITH AMERICA.
House of Commons, Aug. 21.
Mr. Hume moved for a copy of sny contraet or

or any other department of Her Mujesty’s governe

d| West Indies and America.

o Mr. C. Wood, Secretary of the Admiralty, said,
with respect to the conveyance of the N. American
muil to Halifux, the lowest tender which government
had received in answer to public advertisement wes
£45000 u year. The Mail to he couveyed once 8
month. This appesred to government much too
high, and they had consequently made a private bar-
v | gain, by which, for a slightly increased sum, they
i.| would have twice the quantity of work performed.
The contract was for the conveyance of the mail to
y | Halifax, once s fortnight et the rate of £50,000

there must be a great sacrifice of property, is 8 num-

[We huve not room for the remuinder of the de-
Mr. Hill and Mr. Stewart opposed the bill;
ne, und Mr. Brown

sgreement entered into by the Board of Admiralty,

ment, respecting the conveyance of the mails 1o the

for & mail from Halifax to Boston once a forllipht;
and the total yearly expense would be £60,000.
Those arrangements were made for seven yeurs.
With respect to the conveyance of the mails to the
West Indies, no contract was yet made, but he did
not anicipate that the service would be performed
ut the sume low rate, unless the party contracting to
do it had important interests of anather kind at stuke
in the West Indies. No offer bad been made to the
Admiralty half so good as that which had been ta-
ken.  Certain persons had come to the Treasury and
Admiralty and <aid they ivould perform the duty for
£240,000. That was agreed to.. What was the
There wus now a communica-
tion by sniling vessels twice a month between this
country and the West lndies, and there was a com-
munication once a month by the same means with
Mexico.  But the'mode of communication by sailing
packets was altogether difficult and uunsatisfactory.
There was no regular communication at all with Ma-
labar, and the communication Letween the whole of
our West Indian possessions and the coasts of South
and North®America was very defective ; thus tiere
was no packet communication whatever between
Mexico and the West Indies, and no direct commu-
nication between Cuba and the eust coast of America.
If specie were to be couveyed from Mexico to any
part of the West Indies, there was no mode of doing
it but by a ship of war. In fact, there was no com-
munieation that could be depended upon betwecn
the West Indies and the whole of North America.
These were deficiencies which would be supplied by
the parties with whom this contract had been made.
Twice a month steamers of 400 horse power would
crass the Atlantic ; and such lines would be estublish-
ed as aonld connect all the islunds of the West Indies,
whether British or foreign, snd as would also connect
our colonies in the Weat Indies with those in De-
merara and Berbice ; with the Caracons and Hondu-
ras; with Huvana; with Vera Cruz, and the West-
ern part of the Urited States. A connexion also
would be estublished between Havwna and New
York: Tne number of steamers required would be
about 14; and the result would be, that they would
ave communications between the whole northern
part of South America, and the whole southern part
of the United States, and with the British islands ;
and such a one, too, as might be reckoned on as cer-
tain,  This would be established early in the sum.
mer of 1841, which was as soon as s0 many steam-
ers, which would be of u size of which there were as
yet only two exwmples, could be built, This he
thought was as satisfactory an arrangement as could
be ; and that it was: u fuir one tiere could be no
doubt, when it was eonsidered how heavy must be
the expense of building so many vessels, and also
sending out.coul from this eountry to supply them.
The arrungement has been made to lust for 19 years.

Ocean Steam Nnvignlian.—By October, 1841,
there will be thirteen lnrge and splendid steam-ships
running across the Atlantic ocesn. Not one will be
smuller than the Liverpool, and more than half of
them 'will be lurger than the Great Western, Four
of the thirteen will ply between Liverpnol, Halifax,
and Boston, and the balance will run from Bristol,
Londoo, Liverpool, end the Clyde, 10 New York.
The British Queen and President will be followed by
the United Kingdom, City of New York, the Clyde
steamer, and the Uuited States, in rapid succession.
The four Hulifax steamers will be ready ealy in
1840. There muy be twenty or thirty steamere run-
ning over the Atlantic from different ports in Europe
ta America, but we can only spesk positively of
thirteen. A gentleman who arrived in the Liver-
pool told us that the frame of the President was up,
and that she would be ready to enter the lists by the
first of next May, She is larger thun the Dritish
Queen,.— London Courier.

It appeurs by a return presented to the House of
Commons on Friday week, that the total expense of;
her Majesty’s coronation was £69,421.

It appears that no less than 321,600 muskets
have heen shipped, with 10,000 carbives, 10,000
swords, 4000 nifles, and 6,000,000 of ball cartridges
for the service of the Queen of Spaim. What hus
become of all these arms ?

It nppears by s returo laid before the House of
Cgmmons, thut the hon. house has expended Tor
printing Parliamentary papers, within the last eight
sessions only, no less a sum than £878,116 5s. 2d.

Her Mijesty’s uncle, the King of Belgiym, with
his rayal consort, was ubout to pay a visit to the
Queen ut Windsor Castle.

On Thursday the address of the House of
Lords to Her Majesty, was presented by the
Duke ol Argyle. ~Her Mujeety statesthat she
will direct mensures to be immediately taken
to carry into effect the object of that nddress,
that is, to compel the observance of treaties by
Portugal and other states, entered into for the
cffectunl suppression of the slave trade.

Penny Postace.—It will no doubt be a
matter of s rprise to learn that the number
of letters required to make up the amount of
the nett post-ofice’ revenue equal to 1838,
amount to 561,637,120, the revenue for that
year heing 1..2,389,738.

1..30,000 sterling worth of Foreign Apples
were imported into England last year.

The Cyclops Steam Frigate.—This mag-
nificent vessel, the largest steam man-of-war
in the world, wns launched from Pembroke
Dock-ynrd a few daysogo. Her dimensions
are as follow :—Length 225 feet, beam be-
tween padidles 38 feet, depth of hold 21 feet.
Her tonunge is abont 1,300, béing 200 tons
Inrger than the Gorgon, launched from the
same slip about 18 montbs sincé. Her equip-
meunt, as a man-of-war, will be in all respects
as a frigate, huving a complete gun or main
deck, s well as an upper or quarter deck.
On the main deck she will earry 18 long 36
pounders, and on the upper four 48-pounders,
and two 96-pounders, on swivele, carrying a
ball of 10 inches diameter, and sweeping
around the horizon 240 degrees.

The Queen, now building in Portsmouth
Dock-yard, is the finestnud largest ship in
the British navy. Her burden is 3100 1o0ns.
She has an eliptical stern.  She will mount
120 guns—84-pounders on her lower decks,
with hollow shot; 68's cn her gun decks ;
48's and 32's on her upper deck. This
vessel is 220 feet long, 60 feet wide, and six
feet between decks, (in the clear). The ex-
pense to the nation for the building and
outfit of such a ship as this, is about L.1000
a gun, or L.120,000.

The brig Wanderer, 18,Commander Bush
by, recently arrived from the West India
station, has been paid off at Sheerness.

The Gorgon, stenm ship, Captain Hender-
gon, fitting out at Sheerncss, report sends
10 the West India station, to relieve the Me-
dea.

The Curacda, 24, Capt. Jones, is hourly
expected to proceed to Jamaica, with the new
Governor Sir C. Metealfe, and theoce to the
South American station.

From the London Colonial Gazette, August 7.
USES OF A COLONIAL JOURNAL.
We are not among those who have imagined that

the principal use of a Colone! journal published in
London would be to supply information respecting
the Colonies to readers in this country. If the in-
formation could be prorured, the readers would be
wanting. Except as regurds new settlements, there
is no general curiosity here respecting the affairs of
any colony, nor any partial curiosity except oceasion-
ally as to particulur sulgects. The Colonial public,
agnin, of this countsy is divided into classes, s dis-
tinct from each other as the colonies in which they
happen to be interested respectively. and even more
indifferent than the British public in general about
every colony with which they have no special concern.

yestly. Government had also made arrangements | ducing a cofomon feeling

It seems impossible, too, to divine any means for pros
smongst these differant

eh-m_. Upon the whole, therefore, we nre satisfied
there is no demeand in this country for a collection of
mere intelligence, or news, relating to the Colonies.
To ufford the supply without any prospect of a de-
mand, would be eheer waste.

But sulijects frequently occur relating to various
colonies, wpon whiclh, correct information is desired
Ly numbers in this country who have no meuns of
procuring it. These subjects are of two kinds,—
first, those which possess a general interest, Lecause
they are really of importance to the empire ; secondly,
those which uffect particular classes residing here.
For instance, n London journal which had turnished
accurate intelligence respecting the rebellion in Ca-
nada, would have a great circulation in England ; and
those who have embarked capital in the new colony
of South Australia, actually support a stamped news-
paper, which is published once a month for the sole
purpose of giving information as to the progress of
the settlement.® From these examples, the true
principles of Colonial Journalism in England may be
deduced, so far, at least, us relates to the collection
or dissemination of mere news. ‘I'he supply must be
according to the demand : the matter taken for pub-
Jication as news, must be carefully selected from:n
immense mass of useless materials—must consist only
of that which will gratify an existing curiosity, and
must sppear in the, form ealculated to convey Lhe de-
sired information with the least trouble to the reader.
A mere heap of tacts would be as rubbish : the suc-
cess of the journalist in ‘the department of news will
depend on bis skill in selection and arranzement.
Add to this, what it must take time to acquire, a cha-
raster for accurncy as well as impuriiality, and the
Colonial Newspuper will make its way here, even
though it should consist of n mere record of facts.
But the recording of facts, with whatever skill in
selection and arrangement, is, we think, a small part
of the business of a Colonial journal. Wae shall pre-
sently notice its use in the Colonies : the purpases
which it may most usefully serve in this country.
otherwise than by furnishing Colonial news, are
those of exciting amongst Buglish readers a more ge-
neral interest than is felt at present in Colonial ques-
tions—of enforcing sound principles in Colonization
and Colonial Government—of assisting Colonial com-

just demands on the Impe Government—and,
wbove all, of bringing public opinion here to hear wpon
the only irresponsible, and assuredly the worst-mana.
ged branch of the public service. Notwithstanding
the general ignorance aud difference about Colo-
nies, there is one Colonial subject on which all men
it may be said, hold the same opinion,—namely, the
defects of our system of Colonial Government.  Few
indeed can specily those defects; still less trace their
origin, point out their causes, and suggest fitting re-
medies for the acknowledgzed evil. But the existence
of the evil is denied by nobody. The inndequacy of
the Colonial Office to the purposes for which it was
intended, is perfectly notorious. It will be impossible
to discuss many Coloninl quesli»m without shewing,
though it should be but incidentally, that the prin-
cipal vice of the system consists in the seerecy with
which vast powers of Coloninl Government ure exer-
cised in Downing street.  In China, 8 newspaper i
calied nn eye. If any thing is more wanted in these
days, than an eye upon the Colonial Office, publi:
opinion, as well here s in the (Colonies, is very much
mistuken. This we promise that the Colonial Ga-
zette shall be. To watch and report those proceed-
ini# of the Colonial Office which have hitherto been
shrouded in mystery, will be a lending function of
this journal.  We hope to perform it withoot hos-
tility to any one. To find out and tell the simple
truth, will be our only object. We invite informa-
tion from all guarters, both here and abroad. And
we do this, knowing that it is considered an offence
at the Colonial Office to give information respecting
the measures of that depariment. Correspondents
mav confide in us.

It is within the Colonies, however, that a Londou
Journal devoted to Colonial interests may perhaps be
of the grentest use, ‘The ignorance of the people of
this country respecting their Colonies, is not more re-
markable than that of colonists in general respecting
circumstances in this country which exert the greatest
influence on their fute. In all Colonies the powers
of the Crown are far greater than in England; in
Crown Colonies they are absolute, Now the man-
wer in which the Colonial powers of the Crown are
exercised here, including the power of appointing to
powerful offices in the Colonies, depends upon a va-
riety of English circumstances,—such as the personal
qualities of the Coloninl Minister for the time being,
tke degree of his influence in the Cabinel, his self-
reliance or dependence on vthers, the personal quali-
ties of those on whom he may rely, the stability or in-
security of his own position in English politics, and a
hundred other matters with which colonists have no
present means of becoming acquainted.  Colonial Je-
gislation also in the Tmperial Parliament, is greatly
influenced Ly the state of parties at home. It is from
hidden sources o various kinds in this country, that
good or evil reaches the distant parts of the empire.
We allude pow. not to the secrecy of the Colonial
Office, but to those personsl and party influences on
Colonial affairs, which grow out of events in this coun-
try, which affect the Coloninl Office itself, and which
are as little understood in colonies as if they came
from the moon. In order further to explain our
meaning, we refer to a subsequent urticle on the pros-
pects of Cunadn,  This topic of home influences on
the destiny ot colonies, will occupy 8 large space in
our columns ; for it is @ subject of never ceasing im-
portance to the Colonies, and to ull Colonies equally.
Here at lenst, we shall find matter of common interest
for the whole colonial empire. The inhabitants of
Jamnica. Ganada, and New South Wales are equally
concerned in knowing from time to time what sort of
a person the Colonial Minister is; what other mem-
bers of the Cabinet tuke any part, and what part, in
Colonial questions ; which Under-Secretary manages
this or that group of colowies; when and why any
change is expected ; how English party politics bear
on Colonial subjects; the direction or tendency of
opinion upon various Colowial questions; and many
other matters of the same kind which it is needless to
enumerate. 'The Colonial Gazette, therefore, is es-
pecially intended for Colonial circulation.

Readers of the Colonial Gazetle will learn from
this number, that it has fallen into new hands. We
cannot subscribe to the doctrine that such a journal
should avoid all expression of political opinion. The
public affairs of colonies are as essentially political as
those of the mother country or the empire. It would
be dificult to name any political subject that has not
two sides. To steer imvuninll‘v, as it is called, be-
tween the two sides of a_question, is to have no opi-
nion at all. A political journal without opinions
would be like a Member of Parliament who should
never vote, or a judge who should never decii Let
us avow, therefore, that we have formed opinions on
most of the Coloniul questions of the day. These we
shall express whenever the occasion seems tp require
it. And further, we are desirous of stating here, that
our opinions have not been hustily taken up, but
have resulted from the application of a general prin-
ciple to particular questions. ‘This principle is un
especial, not to say un exclusive regard for the well-
being and prosperity of our Colonial fellow-subjects.
The people of this country and all its various interes
have organs and advocates in abundance: the Colo-
nies have been as little represented inithe Press as in
the Legislature. Our wim then is, to further Colo-
ial interests without reference to any others. What-
ever muy seem to us conducive to the advantage of
any colony, or of the Colouies genernlly, that we
shall earnestly* support.  Error of judgment as to
the means, we may not avoid ; but about the end in
view there shall never Le any mistake. We adhere
to the original motto of this jour nal—** Ships, Colo-
nies, and Commerce!” It fullows from this declura-
tion, that the party politics of the Mather Country
can have no place here, The Colonial Gazelle is
neither Conservative, nor Whig, nor Radical, —but
purely Colonial. We do not attempt to steer he-
tween two opinions in English politics, but shall keep
clear of such opinions altogether, s Leing calculated
to interfere with the merely Colonial otjects for
which this journal was established sud is co’nlinued.

The South Australian Record.

COLONIAL.

Montreal, Sept. 11.—10 o'clock.— A very strong
guard of the Grenadiers, is under arms to escort the
ientious and serupulous French portion of the
JaLsERT JURY, outof harm's way. We have seen
no symptoms, wor heard of any preparations to give
these friends of even-handed justice a warm 1eception ;
but still, there is nothiag like precaution ayainst
popular fury. Tranquillity seemingly reigns. but the
glistening arms of the soldiery, ¢ ak of uneasiness on
the part of the authorities. At Tialt-p st eleven, the
jury nre expected to deliver their verdict,—if they can’
agree on one,
The Jury, as was expected, could not agree, and
have been discharged by the regwlar copree of law, at
12 o’clock. The’.Court House was crowded ; and at

From Neilson's Quebec Gazette, Sept. 13.

We have copied from the Montreal Gazette of the
10th instant, the report of the evidence in the case of
Jalbert. on an indictment for the murder ot Lieut.
Weir, 32d Regt. at St. Denis, on the 23d Nov. 1837,
The report is more ample than that given in the
Montreal Herald of the same date.> Our wish is that
the whole evidence should be Lefore the public, as far
as is in onr power.

It must unavoidably be very imperfect, as it is in
English, and most of the evidence must have been
given in French. The manner of the witnesses,
which very much affects their credibility is, of course,
entirely lost: but the report seems to be able and
impartial.

We will not pretend to judgze a Jury, which, in
matters within their competency, constitute the high-
est tribucal known to our Laws; the Criminal Law
of England which is in force in this Conntry, us it
stood in 1774, with such alterations as have since
heen exjressly introduced by legislative enactment,
It will, besides, be recollected that Jalbert’s case may
still be brought before another Jury.

We shall only observe that the accused and the
murdered |igenileman Leing of different nativnal ori-
gins, and the act having Leen comimitted at a time
when civil dissention. 100 much connected with feel-
ings of national origin, prevailed to the extent that
actunl hostilities had been resorted to beiween the
parties and the public authority been required to en-
force the Law, there was imminent danger of these
feelings extending to and inBuencing the Jurors, and
the community at large. We regret exceedingly,
that pending the trial these feelings were manifest in
several newspapers published in the English language
at Montreal, to the extent of threatening the Jurors
and exciting to violence; and we regret still more,
that violence was nctually resorted to at the close of
the Sessions of the Court, when the Jury was dis-
charged without having agreed upon a verdict, after
having been out fourdnys. The Jury may have Leen
binssed by political or national fesling, s0 as to dis-
qualify them from the proper exercise of their sacred
engagements of judging * well and truly” between
the Crown and the prisoner and giving *‘ a true ver-
dict acccording to the evidence ;” but those who pre-

munities and individuals in the prosecution of their | judged tLe case without having heard the whole of

the evidence, who have interfered with the legal tri-
bunal, and resorted to violence, have proved that they
are still more disqualified,and the public suffeinnce of
such a state of things shows that this disqualification
is verv much extended. Who, in short, would trust
the life of any man with a Jury composed of those
who bave lieen in any way implicated in such proceed-
ings? Who would venture to say that Justice was
to be expected from them. in a case where a person
of the national origin of Jalbert or of an opposite po-
litical purty was to le tried? And without Justice ,
rendered according to law, to all her Majesty’s sub-
jects, neither life nor property is safex there can be
no peace, no security,no public prosperity or individual
happiness in this country.

We rejoice that precautions had been taken to pro.
vide a Military force at the Court House, to sup-
press violence ; but the necessity of such a force in
the presence of the sovereign sitting by his deputies in
the discharge of his coronation oath, * to cause lnw
and justice in mercy,” to be administered, will entail
lasting disgrace on this part of her Majesty's Domi-
nions, and prevent us from holding up our heads
when we read of the shameful acts of violence perpe-
trated in the adjacent Republic.

Mo~rrEaL, Sept. i2.— Unfortunate Occurrence.
—We are truly sorry to state, that during the night
of Sunday last, the whole ceiling or inner roof of Sr.
Paul’s Church, including a number of the rafiers,
beams, and other wonden parts of the roof to which
the plaster was eonnected, fell down into the body of
the church, smashing the most of the seats to atoms
and otherwise doing a great deal of damage, the
amount of which eannot, as yet, be ascertained.
The eanopy of the pulpit was alse broken ; but the
pulpit itself escuped with but little injury, though the
etair-case leading to it was smashed to pieces. It is,
indeed, melancholy to witness the present condition
of the interior of this fine building ; being one chaotic
mass of rubbish snil fractured timber of all sizes
and dimensions. The chureh is lofty ; and the de-
scending force of the ceiling must have been very
great; so great, that had the aceident taken place
during divine service, almost the whole of the wor-
shippers would iiave been killed on the spot. Provi-
dence, how. ver, ordered otherwise ; and they cannot
be 100 grateful for the merciful interposition. Some
pieces of lime, we are told, were found in one or two
pews during divine service on Sunday, which occa-
sioned u great deal of alarm ; but it was not anticipas
ted o0 great a calamity aiaited the church. Bibles
and pealm hooks are mingled with the rubbish in ter-
rible confusion; and many of them have been cut
through, as if dune with some si:arp instrument. We
are glad to learn thut immedinte steps will be taken
to repair the building in a more efficient manner;
and that in a few weeks the church will again be
open for divine service.—Gazelle.

THE OBSERVER.

St. Jonn, Tuespay, SepTeMBER 24, 1839.

I'he news by the Great Western, eontain-
ed in our last paper, is the latest from Eu-
rope.—The British Queen was expected to
arrive at New York on Thursday or Friday
lust ; intelligence by her will probably be re-
ceived in this city in the course of the pre-
sent week.

——
Kine's County.—A speviul court of Oyer and
Terminer.for the trial of the four persons charged with
the murder of Bernard Coyle, at the house of Ter-
rence Ferguson, in King’s County, on the 30th Jul{
last, was opened at Kingston on Tuesday the 1T
inst. Verdicts of Guilty were returned aguinst three
of them— Leonard, M:Gunnagle, nnd Haley; the
fourth, named Coyle, was acquitted.— We learn that
the unhappy men are to be executed on Wednes-
day the 16th October, proximo.

————
The Petit Jury in the case of the murderer Jalbert,
at Montreal, did not agree in a verdict.--two were
for finding him guilty, and ten for finding him not
guilty. Nine of the jury were Canadians, and three
natives of Great Britain, The jury was discharged
on the 11th inst. by due course ot law,and the prison-
er remanded for another trial.
—

PROROGATION oF THE LIRGISLATURE.
On Friday, at 2 o'clock, His Excellency the Lieus
tenant Governor, proceeded in the usual siate to the
Council Chiamber, and having commanded the atten-
dance of the House of Assembly, the Members ap-
peared with the Speaker at their head, who addressed
His Excellency as lollows : —

May it please Your Excellency :

The Assembly have this session almost exclusively
directed their close attention to the several oljects
recommended in your Excellency’s opening speech.

Bills have passed, which in their operation cannot
fail to give much greater security thun heretofore, to

roperty in St. John, thereby improving the com-
‘mercinl credit of that enterprising and rapidly ir-
creasing city.

In order to give more early effect to measures
adopted by the Legislatare, und to afford relief to
many of the sufferers by the late destructive fire, the
Assembly have prssed a Bill, anthorising Your Ex-
cellency to make loans for encouraging the erection
of brick and stone buildings. Tn this Bill, provision
is made for raising the sum required, by the issue of
Provincial tures, and therefore not intertering
in the -Iiulmeuree with the usual appropristions
for the public service.

The Speaker then presented the Bill for His Ex-
cellency’s approval ; which, with four others passed
during the session, were assented to. After which
His Excellency closed the session with the following
Speech : ;

Mr. President and honorable Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative Council,

Mr. Speaher and Gentlemen of the House of Assem-
bly,

The expectations which I had entertained in call.
ing you together, have not been disappointed. The
measures which vou have presented for my approval,
and which have hecome law, are calculated to satisly
the wixhes of the country, and 1 am sanguine in the
hope, that this short session will Le herenfter Jonked
back to by the people of this Province, ns most deep-
ly connected with the best interests of its commercial
cupital, and consequently with those of the Province
at large,

In now closing the Session, it only remains for me
to assure von, that no deluy shall take place, on the

the ¢lose, great PP was d Ly the
British inhabitunts. — Courier.

purt of the Executive Government, in giving effect
to the Legislutive measures which bave been adopted
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