
S86 CROWDS
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Hamilton's lives? Why not drop Jefferson am
Hamilton and live ours?

The last thing that Jefferson would do, if he war
here, would be to be Jefferson over again. It is no
fair to Jefferson for anybody to take the liberty of bein|

like him, when he would not even do it himself. I

Jefferson were here, he would break away from every

body—lawyers, statesmen, and Congress—and go out

doors and look at 1 9 1
3 for himself.

I like to imagine how it would strike him. I an
not troubled about what he would do. Let Jeffersoi

go out and listen to that vast machine, to the New Yorl
Central Railway smoothing out and roaring down crowds
rolling and rolling and rolling men all day and all nigh
into nobodies. Let Jefferson go out and face the Nev
York Central Railway ! Jefferson in his time had no
faced nor looked down through those great fissures o:

chasms of inefficiency in what he chose to call democracy
the haughty, tyrannical aimlessness and meaninglessnesi

of crowds, too mean-spirited and full of fear anc

machines to dare to have leaders

!

He had not faced that blank staring hell of anony
mousness, that bottomless, weak, watery muck o
irresponsibility—that terrific, devilish vagueness which :

crowd is and which a crowd has to be without leaders.

Jefferson did not know about or reckon with In-

ventors, as a means of governing, as a means of getting

the will of the people.

A whole new age of inventors has flooded the live;

of the people ; the modern world is full of new inventions

in men—of men who have invented their own souls

democrats, self-made men.

And if we have a poet in the White House, he is

not going to overlook the main fact about our people,

He will not be found taking sides with Alexander

Hamilton or Thomas Jefferson or Karl Marx or Emerson.


