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from Great Britain and have theroby In-

jured our own manufactures.
j

An hon. ME.MBEU. Hear, hear.
]

The MI.MSTEU OF FINANCE. Hear,!

hear, says my hon. friend opposite. But

at other times the arKument is that tlie pre-
i

fereiitial tariff has made no difference In

'

the trade witli Great Britain, but that trade,

has inircaseil jrenerally and that tlie im-

i

ports from Great Britain have only kept

pace with the general increase of business

ihroujiliout the world ; and wlien we have

contended, as we have, that the preferential

tariff lias l)een an Instrumi'nt in Increasing

the imports from Great Britain, we have

met the reply tiiat it has not Iiad that

effect at all, but tli.it the increased trade

with Great Britain has come about by

means .-iltosetlier irrespective of the pre-

ferential tarilT.

Mr. CL.VNCY. Will tlie hon. gentleman

give the increase of Imports from the United

Stales during the same period V

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. No, Mr.

Spealicr, but if it will help my lion, friend

verj' much. I will make an admission at

once. We import from the United States a

large quantity of the things we require, not

to plea!<e the United States, but to please our-

selves. We import tlie raw materials from

the United States, which go to make the

manufacturers of Canada prosperous. If

it be the policy of our hon. friends opposite

to keep out the raw materials which our

manufacturers reeiuire, that Is not the policy

of the present govciMment.

In this coiiiUH;tion perhaps I may be per-

mittet! to say a word as to a contention

wliich lias bieii advanced at timis, and

whicli lias found a suL'gestion this session

in the form of several questions by our

hon. friends opposite. The argument has

been used sometimes in the pulilic pi-ess. and

somotimi's on tlie floor oi this House, that

our preferential taritl is admitting a Ifl'-ge

quantity of foreign goods—goods wliich are

not British at all. Now, that is a fair mat-

ter for Investijratlon. It was no part of our

Intention to extend the benefits of the pre-

ferential tariff to these foreign nations. The

intention was that goods conilng irouiGrejit

Britain and purporting to be British goods

should lie liona fide products of Great Bri-

tain. But, of course, we have to remember

that Great Britain Imports great quantities

of raw materials a:id articles In tlie first

process of manufacture, and improves or

finishes them : and then she is tlie great

shipping mart for those goods throughout

the wide world ; and it has been suggested

'.)y a question i)ut by one of our

hon. friends opposite that perhaps we
ought to provide that the preferential tariff

sliall apply only to Bl Itisii i;oods. meaning

materials wtiicn are grown or produceil in

Great Britain and undergo all the pro-

cesses of manufacture In Great Britain. I

had to reply that such a policy would

anioniit to a practical repe;ii of tlie prefer-

ential tarilT. because Great Britain has to

imiMirl laiiie (luantities of materials out of

wliicli slie produces her manufacture I

goods. But it has been represented that the

preferential tariff is evaded, and tliat goods

of Belgian or Gorman or other foreign orl-

gitt are brought in under it. I want to say

that if any ini'orniatiou can be furnished by

any lion, gentleman in the House or by any

gentleman outside. It will help us to investi-

-:ite tliat matter: for we ii.-ive every desin*

to see that the Intefitlons of the preferential

tariff in that respect are carried out in good

faith. As to whether our present regnfa-

tion for distinguishing between British and

foreign goods is sufficient may also be a fair

matter of Inquiry. We think we have prob-

ably reached a sound conclusion in that re-

spect when we have determined that 25 per

cent of tlie value of an article being of Bri-

tish labour or Industry shall give it the

stamp of a British manufacture and en-

title it to the benefits of the preferen-

tial tariff. But while we th'nk we have

probaltly reached a sound conclusion in

that regard, I (luite admit tliat it is a

matter for investigation and iiniulry :

anil if any Information can be furnislieil

wliicli will lead us to believe that the

iiileiilion of tlie government with resp(>ct

to tlie preferential tarilf is being evaded,

eltlier through fraud on the part of Im-

porters or tlirough error In our own calcu-

lation as to the proper proportion of Britlsli

labour, we shall deem it to be our duty to

give the matter every consideration.

EXl'ORTS OF THE PRODUCE OF C.\NADA.

I have a statement liere. again taking ;i

period of four years for convenience, show


