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last limit of human will-power and sustained by some burning
fire of the spirit in their coldness and their weariness. The
Northumberland Fusiliers, at another part of the line, and
the Cheshires and Lancashire Fusiliers dug in round an old
blockhouse, using their rifles to break up the bodies of Germans
who tried to force through. At night, or rather at eight o'clock
last evening, when it was quite dark, the enemy regained a
post, but could do no more than that, and it was a small gain.
On the whole the progress made yesterday was good, and con-
sidering the state of the ground, still our greatest trouble, was a
splendid feat of arms by those men of the old county regiments
who are given the honour they deserve by public mention.
The enemy losses were heavy. All last week they were

heavy, owing to the ceaseless fire of our guns, and the dead that
lie about the ground of this new advance, to a thousand yards
in depth, show that his men have suffered.
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THE CANADIANS COME NORTH
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Once again our troops, English and Canadians, have attacked
in rain and mud and mist. It is the worst of all combinations
for attack, and during the last three months, even on the
dreadful days in August never to be forgotten by Irish batta-
lions and Scots, they have known that combination of hostile

forces not once but many times, when victory more complete
than the fortune of war has given us yet, though we have had
victories of real greatness, hung upon the moisture in the
clouds and the difference between a few hours of sunshine and
the next storm.

To-day our men of the 6th Division have again attacked
Polderhoek Chateau, the scene of many fights before, and
taken many prisoners from that 400 men of four German com
panies who were its garrison, holding the high ruins which looked
down into swamps through which our men had to wade. They
have fought their way to the vicinity of Gheluvelt. This
ground is sacred to the memory of the British soldiers who
fought and died there three years ago. One of our airmen,
flying low through the mist and rain-squalls, is reported to


