
On fUMiuiriiif,' tlio prnpcrty in IH86, the ])rpspiit li-sspoa set »''""fc^I;,^i o'*,fj*„y

prt'.ii|iiii«,' out tli(^ water fr(!iii tlic main scam, autl aa tlio ovidciico "^ {J['*,'^','°,^°t{ly

tlic ConiiiiisHiuii shows, tin- work of re oiuMiin'' was put in the hands lo rcopo:i lost... I)ltH,

of Mr. Wills, an English niininj; ciif^iniMT, aftiT his opinion as an

cxp(!rt had been obtiiinod in llio S|)iinj( of 1890.

Th<! work of ro-openini^ met with disappointments heat was early

«xperieiK'ed, and later us: in hs92 lirestink shewed that a(!tna! tiro

liad develoited within the lionr-ls of the Foord pit workin<,'s. Where

the old openinf^s wt^re entered they w.-re found i^o erushed as to he

imi)a.saal)ie and of sncli a size, with top and sides so shattered, as to

]int the hnildinj,' of rant,'es of stoppings ipiite ont of tlie (piestion.

Tii(i heat noted hehiiid certain stoppinj^s in liu- new work increased
;

in dune a tiMnp(n'atnre of OG' l''aii. wcs rtrMinh'd, on Nov. 11th, dry

hot ashes cimic tlironj^di a crack fmni tlie overlyin<,' old workin>{s, and

on No- .

' '89L, no other course was h-ft than to again chisc the

pil

tl-

by

ti..n

Hi .• M of f'.'! tin; and the closing agiin of tliis pit renewed

)n (: th»- , 'I, .10. .•' iiltiiualcdy suggested a second imiuiry

epa: '. 'u ; Mii!'.-;.

1. . .1

• t i\ !'i,\' IN 18K3 :--Vrry much the same qiu'S- A candid re-

II. • ' looo , •. port in 1883.

.11 the l.t'gislaturo m looo, when it was

popiilariy su| posed tii.it the .ousiiig up tlie hro, in the old crop

workings meant the di tnu ion of a lot of workable Qual. On that

occasion Mr. Oiliiin, th;, inspector, reported as fohows :— April 3rd,

18S3—"* * * The st"p.s hitheito taken with respect to tiie

fires in the Foord pit and Cage pits have tilled the former ])it with

water, and that portion of llie Cage pit wjiicli is of value, ho that fhe

vorlk-aJilf nioJ in /'"xe jiifK ix not at prrsenf hriiiij iiijiiml lii/ Jin'." And

in tile Departmental Report for tliat year he states on jtage 7 :

—
" A

snecial report (n) was made to you relative to the cause, extent and rndcrKround
1 1 \ / .'

tire continuous

elfect of the tire, which has existed for over tliirtcrn yearx in tlie '^ince 1870.

workings of the abandoned mines {!>) at this Colliery. 1 now give

the following memo, on the subject : Tlie Foster pit was sunk in the

year 1860 to the main seam, near the face of the western workings

of the Dalhousie pits, in the same .seiiin. In May, 18 TO, a tire, of

unknown origin, startcvl in a stopping or wall between the workings

of tlie new pit and ol the Dalhousie pit. It being found impossible

to put the tire out, the shaft and all openings likely to admit air were

carefully closed. ( )wiiig to the great extent of coal worked near the

crop of the main seam, complete exclusion of air was not attainable.

(a) No rofprence is muie to this Sp icial Report in the Mines Fires Report of 1895.

(b) Siio M. V. Rep., page 11, and the coal in pilLira.


