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fi^r dependent stales. ..when, according: to the gentK-man from Vir-

ginia, that temptation to plunder would fill the ocean with I'rench

privateers ! I will recite the {^entlenjau's words..." '1 he vtason of

the low insurance, is, that the French have no inducenieiii tosend

out privateers, to depredate upon our commerce, as long lus the em-

bargo restrains it within our ports, ..raise the endxugo, and tlie

temptation to plunder would fill the ocean with privateers. Th»
commerce would stand litlie chance to escape the pkiuderers." And
yet the President, who professes so niucii solicitude lor American

seamen and American commerce, was willing, we have just seen, lo

«uspend the embargo^ and thereby expose our seamen, our vessels

and merchandize, "these essential resources," and "with little

chance to escape,'* to the plunder of French privateers, which

would then fill the ocean!—Into such contradictions v.ill manJvind

bfc plun<;ed, when the real object in view docs uot admit i)f* fair

and candid disclosure.

To recur to the question, what good will the em^jar^© do? Hovr

Mill it promote the public welfare ? That it is not necessary to pre-

serve our seamen, our vessels and our merchandijae, lias been con-

clusively proved. Yet it is said that it must be continued, and if

continued, that it must be enforced with all the arbitra-ry n'.gula-

tions and powers contained in the bill before us ; uud which have

been sostrikingly described by the gentlemen who have spoken be-

fore me, in order w preserve our honour— ^* -om national character, and

national iudcpandeme."—In my apprehensioti this is incorrect. I see,

sir, a constant eilbrt to idcntijy oui adir.iniMratinn with the nation, but

they are essentially distinguishable. The .errors of an administra-

njay bring mischief upon and hazard the ruiii of a hatioji. Wit-
ness, &t tliis moment, the brave and ^^eneroys Spaniards, who afior

suflerlngan agf^ of depression, have been regenerated in a moment, as

with an electric stroke, a-id nobly rising, are now breaking tho

chains forged for them, upon .the head of their oppre;^or. Who
that has ajheart, who that has au-y sympathy for human suflerings...

who that respects the rights of seU'-govc*rn'.r.ent, inherent in every

iia'ion—will not Ik<1 them God's speed ? 1 would say, go on, no-

ble and gallant Spanic^rdsj, and be the instruments of heaven to stay

the ravages of the most rutiiiess tyrant that has scourged the Euso-

pean world, since the Roman JSmpire felll

I was saying, 5ir, that a nation and its administratian nre essentially

distinguishable. Jt is necessary now to distinguish them in our o-llh

'Country. How has it been brought into its present state of embar-

rasment ? Has it been without tlie agency of its administration :...

For a series of year^ sir, illusions have been industriously >!;>read

among the people. 'Jo dissipate those illusion^ so f»r as was in my
power, I have exposed myself to the slanders and reproaches of

the ignorant, the base, and the unprincipled. J^ut 1 am not by
such means to be discouraged. IJitherto my attention has been con-

fined to the embargo. It is that which immedi tely brought the na->

tion into its nreseMt denlorable situation j and the only way to escanf?

from it is, by making the distinction. to which I have alluded. And
X saj, 8iT,that while ia ti»e uature of thingsit is imposmble for the


