
12 ABIDE IN CHRIST :

and SO loving, your experience of salvation should
not have been a fuller one.

The answer is veiy simple. You wandered from

.?'tt.
^^®ssings He bestows are all connected

with His 'Come to me/ and are only to be enjoyedm close fellowship with Himself. You either did
not fuUy understand, or did not rightly remember,
that the call meant, 'Come to me to stay with me:And yet this was m very deed His object and pur-
pose when first He caUed you to Himself. It was
not to refresh you for a few short hours after your
conversion with the joy of His love and deliverance,
and then to send you forth to wander in sadness
anrt sm. He had destined you to something better
than a short-lived blessedness, to be enjoyed only
in times of special earnestness and prayer, and then
to pass away, as you had to return to those duties in
which far the greater part of life has to be spent.

^0, indeed; He had prepared for you an abiding
dwelling with Himself, where your whole life and
every moment of it might be spent, where the work
of your daily life might be done, and where all the
whJe you might be enjoying unbroken communion
with Himself. It was even this He meant when to
to that first word,

' Come to me,' He added this, 'AUdem me. As earnest and faithful, as lovin^r and
tender, as the compassion tliat breathed in that blessed
l^^me,^ was the grace that added this no less blessed
Abide. As mighty as the attraction with which that
first word drew you, were the bonds with which this
second, had you but listened to it, would hj


