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of England, on an expedition of discoYery, in the lama di* .

* tection. 1n June, 1497, they arrived at the island of New-
foundland, in North America, and, proceedingjyest^ard,
soon atler reached the continent. It being ffieir obiect

also to find a direct passage to the Eabt Indies, they nrst

sailed northwardly m search of it, as far as the 57th de-

gree of latitude ; then, returning, cruised along the coast

to East I'lorida; and thence sailed to England without
having made anv settlements Upon tlie discoveries^^M
in this voyage the Enslish founded their claim to the ea^
em portion of Noith America.

19. In 1499, Alonza de Ojeda, a companion of Colum-
bus in his first expedition, sailing under the patronage of
several Portuguese merchants, discovered the continent

at Paria, in the 5th degree of north latitude. Americus
Vespi!cius, a Florentine gentleman who acc<mipaniediiim,
published, on his return, an account of the vo^^nge and a
descriptiiin of the country which they had visited; and
from him it derives the name it bears.

ISO. In 1504, several adventurous navigators, from dif-

ferent parts of France, came, in small vessels, to fisl^ on
the bonks of Newfoundland. In 1534, John Verrazzoiio,

a Florentine, in the employment of the kins of France,
sailed along the coast of America, from Florida to the 50th
degree of north latitude. He is supposed to have entered
the harbour of New-York. He msule, the next year, ano^
ther voyage, from which he never returned, nor is it knowu#
by what disaster he perislied.

21. During the next forty years, freqnent voyages were
made to the coast of North America. Of some, the object

was fishing; of others, trade with the natives. In 1540,
the French made an attempt to plant a colony in Canada,
which was unsuccessful.

22. The religious wars winch afflicted France in the
sixteenth century, induced that illustrious statesman, Jas
per Coligni, the head of the Protestant sect^ to project, in

1502, a settlement in America, to which his bretliren

. might retire from the pt^rsecution of the Catholics. Fit-

ting out two ships, he sent them thither under the com-
mand of John Ribaut, who landed at a place supposed to

be within the limits of South Carolina, built a fprt, left a
part of his men, and returned to France.

33. The men who were left, soon after mutinred, killed

their commander, built and equipped a vessel and pot to

Haring been out seToral weeks and consumed all


