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very fine samples of corn and specimens of roots. Oats were particularly

fine, and here It vras that a radish was given us weighing nine pounds,
of good quality tind flavour. We then continued our way, reaching

Begina on Tuesday morning in a downfall of rain. Begina, the capital

of the North-West Territories, contains about 2,000 people, and wns
started ten years since ; it boasts of little benuty as to situation, being

flat, and surrounded by boundless prairie. It is rightly named "Queen
City of the Plains." It is a growing city, with several good hotels,

churches, banks, and other public buildings, but owing to the heavy
rain, the streets wore in a wretched condition. We could see little of

the country, the weather being so bod, but attended an agricultural

exhibition going on in the city. Unfortunately the cattle did not arrive

until after we left, but we saw quite a display of excellent corn, grasses,

and roots from the Indian Head Experimental Farm, and also others

grown by farmers in the neighbourhood, including butter, cheese, wines,

pickles, bread, harness, and many other useful things; also needle-

work, fancy articles, writing, maps, and work done by children. A
special exhibition of the productions from the Indian Eeserve, in-

cluding most of the things abo^e mentioned, particularly interested

us, and we thought the wheat the best in the whole show. We met
many farmers, among them a Berkshire and a Lincolnshire man ; all

reported favourably of their position and prospects. We were
entertained at a grand dinner in the evening by the leading citizens, and
ofterwards rejoined our railway car, starting during the night for Calgary.

We have noticed throughout Canada mares with fools are worked
as before, both for driving and farm purposes, the foals running by the
side of the dam ; this, coupled with the climate, may account in some
measure for the powers of endurance the Canadian horses possess. Iq
England our hard roads would make this impracticable.

On our long ride to Calgary of some thousand miles—chiefly

through a wide expanse of prairie land, much of it of somewhat barren

appearance, with here and there settlers' houses and occasional herds of

cattle and horses, several large lakes, but not a tree to be seen—we
met several fellow-travellers, who gave us much useful informiation

;

one in particular, a Mr. Stone, manager of eleven farms of 10,000 acres

each, much of it being land we were then passing through, acquired bv
Sir John laster Kaye, and sold by him to the Canadian Coal, Agricul-

tural, and Colonisation Comy any. Mr. Stone's experience was that,

owing to the frequent droughts, he should in future look rather to horse

and cattle ranching than corn-growing, only raising com sufficient for his

own use and requirements. He had suffered this season from frost to

the wheat and hot winds in July, which had damaged the oat crop, of

which we saw 300 acres being cut for fodder. He had grown
25 bushels of wheat per acre. He had 400 mares, and imported Shire

and thoroughbred stallions, and endeavoured to keep them out all

winter on the prairie, sometimes without any hay being given them.
He also had 23,000 merino ewes, crossed with Cheviot, Shropshire, and
Leicester rams, which seemed to me must lead to a mixed medley of

mongrel sheep, unless the pure strains are imported. Ewes cost 14s.

each, and he sold Iambs at lis. each. He clippeid this season 50 tons of
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