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fax and the Council of War, Jan. 18, 1649. A few

days later, another pamphlet was issued as a defence

against charges of inconsistency. It was entitled,

A Vindication of the London Ministers from the unjust

Aspersions upon their former Actings for the Parliament,

and was signed by 57 ministers. Still a third deliv-

erance came from the Presbyterian ministers of Lan-

cashire, entitled. The Paper called the Agreement of

the People taken into Consideration. William Prynne

and Clemen. Walker, for the laymen, issued a Decla-

ration and Protestation, and -ne former made a very

long speech in Parliament on Dec. 4, 1648, and now
returned to the subject in his Briefe Memento. In all

these writings, the Presbyterians used the most force-

ful language in denouncing the course of the Army
and Independents as utterly opposed to the Solemn

League and Covenant, that to depose or to put to

death the king would be contrary to all legal prece-

dent, to Scripture, and to the Oaths of Supremacy

and Allegiance. It was easy for Milton to throw

himself upon this literature, and to compare the senti-

ments of the present with those of the past, to show

that these very men, in sermon and in pamphlet,

had formerly cursed the king as a t;,rant, as one

worse than Nero (5.25; 8. 7 ; 38. 10 ff.); that they had

commended the war against the king (7. 27ff.); that

they themselves had broken the Oaths of Supremacy

and Allegiance (82. 26 ff.), and by making wai on the

king and denying his authority had absolutely deposed

him (32.34ff.); and that they had broken the Covenant

(34. 30ff.), and had really taken the life of the king

by robbing him of his office and uignity (36. 25 If.).


