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iTiaclc on this occaiion from the Throne, acquaint-

ing them with the meafurcs that had been taken in

confequence of the tliflurbances, and afluring them
of the utmoft readinefs to concur in whatever ^could

contribute to the fafety and maintenance of the

laws and liberties of the people.

The Ijpeech was highly approved, as proper and

<:onflitutional in .every refpett ; but the condudl of

adminiltration was feverely cenfured, and charged

with unpardonable neglcdt for not calling forth the

civil power, and employing the military in due time

to obviate the mifchiefs that had been committed.

Miniftry excufed itfelf, from the want of fufficient

ilrength to anfwer all the demands of affiftance that

were made during the riots, and the abfolute im-

poffibility of fupprcfling them tiU the arrival of

Xroops from the country. •

The various petitions were now taken into con-

fideration that had been prefcnted for the repeal of

.the aft which had occafioned the riots ; but the

Houfe continued in the fame mind. It did not

(Chufe to compromife the honour of the nation for

the fake of gratifying the weak and groundlefs rc-

queft of an ignorant and deluded multitude, influ-

enced by enthufiafm, and the.abfurd apprchenfion of

dangers that were imaginary, and founded on mif-

jnformation.

Such was the general purport of the difcour-

Jfes made upon this occafion. The belt fpeakcrs

in the Houfe were thofe who principally diftin-

guilhed themfelves on this critical emergency :—
They avowed and fupported the principles of reli-

gious freedom and toleration with the molt Itriking

energy, and inltead of relaxing from their former
fentiments on this fubjed:, they confirmed and
Itrengthened them by a number of additional argu-

ments, which .however they might prejudice them
among the fanatic party, raifed their charader high

with


