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coiistnutioM (»i' til*' (),0()(J miles of new roails in tlie year
j)r«>vi(m.s, wliic-li new ro.uLs wurt' niontly uon-prodiictive, the pro-
(jortioiiiiti' business of the niilwiiys, as shown by their gross
eai'iiiu^'s, was liaidly less than that of 187'2. ['pou the old-es-

tablisjjcd ro.'ids tlie iuerc.'isc (»f business was t^eiicral and large,

but the introduction ol* (J.dUO miles of new railway which earned
nothing above its o])t'rating expenses ke]i* tlie averagu of the
whole c(juntry down to tlie level of 1872.

'Till' expicssioMs " utterly impviU'ticalde" and "impossible"
applied by .Mr. Mackijuzie to the uiKh-rtalcing of the Sir John A.
Macdonald Administration to ])uild the Canadian Pacific Rail-

way in ten y<'ars from the date of Union of British Columbia
with the Dominion of Canada, recalls to one's memory the say-

ing of a great statesman that " a common place politician cannot
** tlistinguish between the extraordinary and the impossible."

Mr. Mackenzie, with ordinary ca[)acity, because he is entrust-

ed with more than an ordinary work, at once concludes that it is

impossible. Why should tlw powers of the Dominion be mea-
sured and limited by those of Mr. Mackenzie ?

The fact is, that Mr. Mackenzie during the many years he
has been in opposition, has been concentrating his mind in dis-

covering and inventing oV)jections to legislation, becaus'' hi8]>ur-

pose was not to aid but to upset a Government, and thi result is

a warped and narrowed intelligence with good obstmctive abili-

ties and without any constructive capacity. Mr. Mackenzie may
be able to find out why a thing flhould not be done, but he cer-

tainly cannot inform the Dominion how best to do it.

The men who worked out Confederation saw its value and
necessity, and sought to build up and people the whole of Britisii

North America by a Transcontinental Eailway, looked at things

through, as it were, a field glass. We now have men of another
type, scrutinizing with a microscope, as if this vast Dominion
was a bug or a beetle. Thus magnified, things appear so much
greater than they are that Mr. Mackenzie is alarmed at what
seems to him a big elephant.

The people of the Dominion ought to be informed wherein
consists the impossibility of building the railway as contemplated.

It is not a physical impossibllity. Mr, Hanford Fleming's
report makes this certain. There is no room left to doubt the

superiority of the Canadian Pacific Railway over the Central

and Union Pacific, which is built and in operation, both in the

character of the jountry through which it is to nin, and in the

very important i-iatter of grades.

It is not a financl\l impossibility. The credit of tlie Dom-
inion is above question. If the railway is ever put through as v.

Government work the I)omini<jn can readily borrow the money


