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" violation of all the rights of mankind, on the lives and property of their own bre-

" thren and defcendants, after a full and acknowledged conviftion. Be once nriOrc

'' yourfelves again, and let juftice lay the foundation-ftone of peace."

But who can give us aflurance that thefe are tioiv the fentiments of America ? I

reply that you (hould require that account at the hands of your Minifters. That thefe

have been the fentiments of America, I have juft now given you the proofs-, and I am

confidenr, from the general fentiments of my country, that the apprehenfion of their

being no longer fo, is, on our part, not unattended with regret. If then our country does

but entertain a fccret wifli, to be refcued from a part of thofe evils, into which tl'.eir

MiiiiRers have plunged them ; if they are prepared to receive temperate counfels*

and to abandon the fuggeftions of falfe pride, and dark revenge, which their Mi-

nifters are at this moment fecrctly inftilling into their ears, the moft diftant

chance which can be fuggeftcd, for reftoring the ftate of national affairs, may be

entitled to a difpadlonate and calm difcufTion. I do not mean to fpeak in any

degree as defponding oi the reftoration of national affairs, under wifer counfels, but

lamenting, that whatever change of fyftem may henceforward take place, or what-

ever reverfal of paft meafures may now be decided upon, yet, that all future reme-

dy mud come too late, to reftore the thoufands of lives, and the millions of pro-

perty, which have been facrificcd to the cruelty and pride of Minifters ; or to

efface the regret of my country, for having entrufted the powers of the realm, to

the moft deftruftive purpofes, into fuch falfe and faithlefs hands.

Thnt no confideration of national interefts has animated the Miniftry in any part of

then meafures, is no lefs evident in their conctflions ro America, than in their condudlof

the war. The furrender of all the beneficial interefts of their country, under the acl

of navigation, appears to liave been totally fpontaneous and voluntary on the part of

the Miniftry. There is not tlie U'.ift fti.ulow of an attempt to bargain for any equi.

valcnt concelTion. Under what claulc of the conciliatory acl can this conduft be juf-

tified? The furrender of parliamentary taxation is jiiftified fj^ecially under an adl for

that purpofe. The offer of perfcil freedom of legiflation, and internal government,

is juftificd by an aft of parliament, evidently leading 'hat way, by die repeal of the

Maffachufets charter aft of the year 1774. But witii refptft to the aft of navifration,

no inftruftions given by Miniftry to the Commiffioner, can bcjuftified, farther than

to authorife tlK-m to treat and coniult, and after fuch treaicy and confultation, to come

to any com -^ifewhiili may be neceffary in their judgment and dii(:retion. Unfor-

tunately fo, ihis aft of navigation was not a minifterial intereft, it was only a

national on' The Miniftry faw very clearly that no objefts were furrendered by this

their iudden and voluntary concefilons of the aft of navigation, which were in any

degree worthy of their attention ; only fuch trifles, as the navy of England, the ho-

nour of the Britifti flag and name, the commerce, manufaftures, revenue, and land-

rfiwts of the country, our fift)eries, foreign poffeffions, and domtftic fecurity j objefti,

which


