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ground, and to quote Davenant as a proof that

lomebody has faid the Americans would here-

after ftrive to be independ nt ; or to quote the

declaration of the Americans themfelves, as a

proof that they afk for nothing more or lefs

than a flate of independence, we are in pain

for the Majefty of Truth. In a little time we
fhall not wonder if it is commonly affirmed

that the Americans, from their innate love of

defpotifm have been contriving a revolution in

favour of an exiled family ; we fliould not

even be furprifed if every recruiting officer was
taught to ufe this argument as the moft likely

means of roufing the Englifli nation ; as for

our brethren in the north, their loyalty, at pre-

fent, does not feem to need any fpur. How-
ever this may be, I muft befpeak your Lord-
fhip*s patience a few minutes, while I am a lit-

tle more particular in confidering the founda-

tion of that general charge which you have

been pleafed to bring. Whatever any wri-

ters have fuppofed might happen to America,

by obfcrving what has happened to all other

nations, yet I can fafely affirm, that whoever

was beft acquainted with the colonifts had leaft

reafon to believe that they were Ic iking to-

wards a ftate of independence. As members

of the Britiih empire, they have enjoyed, till

the beginning of the preicnt controverfy, (•

few impolitic and unprofitable reftridions ex-

cepted) as much liberty as was confiftent with

civil government, or as much as they could

poffibly expe£l under a new form. 1 hey were

confcious of the bleffing, they prayed for its

D continuance.


