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semblance existed also, in the ceremonici^ practised here, and

particularly in the horrid one of offering human sacrifices.

Our suspicions were too soon confirmed, by direct evidence.

For, on comiui^ out of the house, just on one side of the en-

trance, we saw a small square place, and another still less,

near it ; and on asking*, what these were, our guide im-

mediately informed us, tlat in the one was buried a man who

had been sacrificed ; and in the other, a hog, which had

been made an ofTering to the divinity. At a little distance from

these, near the middle of the morai, were three more of

thes« square inclosed places, with two pieces of carved

wood at each, and upon them a heap of fern. These, we

were told, were the graves of three chiefs ; and before them

was an oblong, inclosed space, to which our conductor also

gave the name of Tangata taboo ; telling us so explicitly,

that we could not mistake his meaning, that three human

sacrifices had been buried there ; that is, one at the funeral

of each chief. It was with most sincere concern, that I

could trace, on such undoubted evidence, the prevalence of

these bloody rites, throughout this immense ocean, amongst

people disjoined by such a distance, and even ignorant of

each others existence, though so strongly marked as origi-

nally of the same nation. It was no small addition to this

concern, to reflect, that every appearance led us to believe,

that the barbarous practice was very general here. The is-

land seemed to abound with such places of sacrifice as this

which we were now visiting, and which appeared to be one

of the most inconsiderable of them ; being far less conspi-

cuous than several others which we had seen, as we sailed

along the coast, and particularly than that on the opposite

side of the water, in this valley, the white henananoo, or

pyramid, which, we were now almost sure, derived its

colour only from pieces of the consecrated cloth laid over it.

After we had examined, very carefully, every thing

that was to be seen about the morai, and Mr. Webber had

taken drawings of it, and of the adjoining country, we re-


