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remained untouched until the spring, when the ground was seeded

by twenty broad-cast sowing machines, each drawn by one horse,

followed by forty-six sets of spring harro^^^s•, each drawn by two

horses. The costs of cultivation were therefore excessively moderate.

The quality of the wheat, however, is remarkably good, for it is

ranked in the highest grade for the production of the much-prized

Minneapolis Flour. The soil of this farm is a rich, deep, black

loam, resting on a clay sub-soil. It is not Major Bell's intention

to grow wheat continuously, but he proposes to give the land a

summer fallow every third year, and thus, whilst the land will be

kept clean, it will probably produce as much wheat as if it had

been under corn year after year. Under this system he is able to

increase tlie size of each farm from the usual quantity of 160 acres

(one-fourth of a square mile) to 213 acres (one-third), as the tillage

for corn is thus reduced.

Well may Canada be proud of having the largest farm in the

world, but she may be much more gratified to know that this farm

is also remarkable for producing an enormous yield of wheat, at the

smallest known cost, and of the highest quality. At the same time,

as a colonisation scheme, it will be very largely profitable to her

capitalists, and will settle 300 farms under conditions which will

secure their future success. The Q.u'Appelle Valley has been gene-

rally recognised as one of the choicest portions of the fertile North-

West, and in a few years we shall doubtless find that popular

judgment very fully justified, by the large number of luxuriant and

profitable farms which are being established within its boundaries.

THE CLIMATE.

In no particular has there been a greater conflict of testimony

than upon the character of the Canadian climate, and it must be

admitted that the opponents of this colony have done their worif

very skilfully and very effectively. In the great majority of cases

in which the agricultural capabilities of Canada are spoken of, v,

conclusive argument against the country appears to be embodied

in the enquiry, "Tes, that may be very true, but how about the

winters ? " I cannot speak upon this point from personal know-

ledge, but I enquired of hundreds of residents of all grades, high

and low, rich and poor, and their testimony leaves no room foi

doubt on my mind. In a territory so vast as Canada is, being

nearly as large as the entire continent of Europe, there must of

necessity be many and great variations of climate, but the district

which of all others has been reported to be the worst, and has been

most discredited, is the Province of INIanitoba, and for this reason


