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had iM'Vcr Im'cii th-linitcly ascritaiiMMl,) iuid its cstahlislinioiit was tliore-

tbiv <".)ntraiy t() the tcrnis of a treaty cxistiiiji' hetweeii the Ifiissiaii iirid

En<;iish .i;»»\('riiiiieiits. The tiiuh'is (»!" the IJiissiaii (-(mipMiy had, h(»\v-

ever, with one exception, iieNci' aseeixh'd the riNcr heyoiid a jKiiiit sev-

eral hundred luih's h('h>w the post, and seem to ha\'e had no disposition

to object to this iin asion of rij-hts which they did not <lesire to enjoy.

Nevertlieiess, this jiosL was tlie occasion of ^icat loss to t lie liUssian

company; for upon the op«'nin,u" of the Yukon in the spriii*;', the enter-

prisin,!:;' and enerjictic Scotchmen of the station were accnst(»med to

di'scend the river for some three hundred miles to a stati(»n called

Xucliicayette, where they met the assenddcd Indian trii>es, and ]>nr-

chased their stoics oi' winter skins, l»ef(»re the tardy Russians. delay<'(l

i>y current and ice, coidd arrive^ at the tradin,n ,nr(»und.

The retirement of the JJussian .\merican ('(»nii)any. conse(pu'nt upon
the transfer of the tcrrittu'y to the I'nited Slates, inauiiuraled a new
order of tliin;;s. Inniiediatelx several American companies located

snudl establishments upon the river and near the coast, and one com-
pany sent up the 1 i\cra small party, which succeedccl after ureat elforts

in reachin;; a poin; near Nuclucaxctte. and winteied opposite the nmuth
ol' the .ureat Tauana.

In the foll<»winj;sprin,n, when the traders of th" Hudson 15ay i'omiiany
|)aid tiu'ir aniiiml visit to Nucliicayette, t'si 'r ri^^lit to trade in the
*• Indian country " of the I'nited Slates was ti'^ely contested, and they
were informed by the Americans that any futuii' altemi)t to purchase
skins within our territory would be resisted, if iiecessary, by lorce.

In the spiiii^-of l.SOi), a new xcntiire '.: s projecled by capitalists in

Han Francisco. It was projiosed to transiiort a small steamer upon the
dock of a sailii!;4-\('ssel to sonu' jioint near the i;;outli f)f the river, and,
launching' it, to ascend, if [lossible, as far as ^^)rt Yukon, tradiiii;' alon^'

tlie banks. In connection with this ent"r})rise it was rej^arded as ex-

tremely desirable that the ipiestion of IjUiilish ii,<;lit to trade in this

portion of our t«'rritory should be delinitely scttleil; and as the re,nion

in the vicinity of Fort Yukon was supposed to bt^ ix'cnliarly ricli in

fiirs,it Avas also desired that the positicm of this post should be olhcially

<letermined, and. if it was found to i)e within the Territory (tf the I'nited

States, that jueasiires should be taken to cause its abamlonmeut by the
Enfi'lish company.

Tlie duties with which I was chariicd by (ieiieral Ilalleck's letter of
instructions are as follows:

1. To determine the hititude and longitude of I'ort Yukon.
2. To ascertain and report upon the amount of trade carried (Ui by the

Hudson Bay ('oin[)aiiy within our territory, re[)ortin<;' moriu'ni'tieularly

upon the (juantity of ^oods brought by them from IJritish territory.

o. To obtain as miicli information as practicable concerning' the re-

sources of the Y'ukoii ami its tributaries, and with regard to the num-
ber and disposition of the native tribes in its vicinity.

4. To report upon the number and condition of the; public buildin},'S

at jMieliaelovski, (Redoubt St. Miehaers.)
The obstacles encountered in makiii,i>' the re([uireil astronomical ob-

servations, and the means by which they were ibrtunately overcome, will

be referred to in the [)roper jdace.

The collection of general information was a matter of considerable
diftieulty. The Ifussians had retired from this jiart of the Territory,

and tiie experience of the American tra'crs was for the most part ex-

tremely limited. The chief trader was also unfortunately absent from


