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ilttu'i', Iniproiicrly iHKUPil n ccrtiflr.otp of

iini(ri)v<'iiu'iitM, etf."

I cuii hiirdl'.v ooiisi.dcr thU as bciiij;

'|);'rfi'ctl.v frnnk" witli nii*. to gay no-

thinif of tlio unjjist Liift-rt'iico in roKiird

to the ;;ol(l coiiiiniss'iom'r. And in ro-

giird ti> this Diiniop pt'titi'On, you not

oril,v \v:ithh(<ld a free miner's rijfht, Inw-

fillly ;u'(iiiir(>d umlcr s{'<'tii>n Itt) of tlie

Mineral Act, Init you havi' nol complied

with tli« direction in my letter to you
of the l!)th inst., na.mely. to issue forth-

with a Crown >;rnnt to t.ho petitioner

Dnnlop. in n(vordan<'c> with section SO
of the Mineral Act.

Apart from this. I cannot ijrnore the

fact that the f^'gisflative A-ssembly ha^

now been in sess-iun for nearly two
months, 'ind noiwithstandinj; the conifl-

di'nc<' .von expresved i:n your lt<ter to me
of the 2nd Si'irt^^'iflior last, above quoted,

you Iiave not been nblo to pass n iiinKle

nu'iifure,, and I beil4>vt> it t<i be now suf-

liciently demuastratjed thiit tlie interests

of the province have suffered, and are
suffe'rinx. in e<)nsi»!iuence of a weak and
unstable govern nwnt. Therefore I now
deem it my duty to <'oiisnlt other ad-
visers, wtth a v'ww to forming a new
a<lministr;ition. and shall accordingJy do
so forthwith.

I niive only to add that in so far aa
any permission is n(>ede(l on my part you
are at pert'^ect liberty t^) now lay this

ccimniunication before the Il-oiise for its

information..

I have thp honor to bo.

Sir. your obedient servant,

TIIOS. U. M'lNXeS.
Lieutenant-GoverDor

Hon. Mr. Semlin to Lieut.-

Gov. Mclnnes.

\

Seeing that His Honor lias taken the

initiative in jfiving ipublicity to his

"reasons" for dismissing liis advisers, I

beg leave to trespass on your space with

my reply, and ask only that it shall re-

ceive e<iual prominence.

C. A. SEMLIN.

Victoria, B.C., Feb. 28th. ItMK).

To the Hiraorab'.e T. U. Mclnnes, Esq..

Ijieut.-Ciovernor of British Colum'l)ia.

Sir: I have the honor in rep'.yiu;,' U>

Your Honor's letter uf tli^e 27th, in which

you state that you have uo longer cou-

iidcnce in the advice of my colleaiguis

and myself, to state as follow.?: That

many of the reasoius assigned seem to

nie to be merely matters of departmental

administration, matters »\nni which .ve

be!iieved we were to advise Your Honor,

rather than to be in.^tructed by Your
Honor.

1. lu paragraph 1. Your Hamu- c'ia'ims

that I havo not jiiven you the b<Miefit of

a tuil connci'. since ihe S)th of MarcJi

last, and you refer me to the act of

185)1) to substantiate your position. The
act referred to, as quoted by Your
Honor, enacts that the council .shall

consist of a provincial srcpf'tary. attor-

ney-gt'ueral, chief ooramLssioner of lands

and works. lUkinister of finance and agrl-

cu'lture. nunister of mlti"s and president

of the council.

All of those iwsitions were filled. It

is true that me nunister held and per-

formed the duties of two positions, but
I am not aware that Y"our Honor ever

inti:)iated that your councH or that the

country ever suffered, fpom thi.? cfluse.

2. Your Honor further refers to the as-

surance given by im* in September last,

tli:it I did not doubt \v\wn the '^Housc

met in .January that I could depend up-

on a majority of the members to support

iu.y governmeut. 1 think, sir, that the

fact of the House having been in session

nearly two months and the gover.inK'ut

having comimanded the majority until

l''r;day la.<t, when, by a peculiar combi-
nation, a majority of one was for the

first tl;ue recorded against it. is proof

that I did not overrate the ability of the

tfuvenmuoiit in its rejation to the Legis-

lative Assembly.

.'{. In rep'.y lo the charges set forth by
Yivnr Hom>r in par;igraidi li. I beg to

(luote the following, from a letter writ-

ten by the Honorable Mr. Cotton, Chief
Commdssioner of Lands and Works, on
the .suliject:


