
INTRODUCTORY NOTE VII

The Spaniards, as is well known, then claimed the

Pacific Ocean and tht Gulf of Mexico, and Portugal

claimed, in like manner, the Atlantic south ot "lorocco and

the Indian Ocean, and both nations, at this time under a

common sovereign, claimed and sought to exercise the right

of excluding all foreigners from navigating or entering

these waters. The Dutch, then at war with Spain, although

not technically at war with Portugal, established themselves

in 1598 in the island of jSIauritius. Shortly thereafter they

made settlements in Java and in the Moluccas. In 1602

the Dutch East India Company was formed, and, as it at-

tempted to trade with the East Indies, its vessels came into

competition with those of the Portuguese engaged in the

Eastern trade, which sought to exclude them from the

Inaian waters. One Ileemskerck, a captain in the employ

of the Company, took a large Portuguese galleon in the

Straits of Malacca. To trade with the East Indies was one

thing, to capture Portuguese vessels was quite another thing.

Therefore, some members of the Company refused their

parts of the prize ; others sold their shares in the company,

and still others thought of establishing a new company in

France, under the protection of King Henry IV, which

should trade in peace and abstain from all warlike action.

The matter was therefore one of no little importance, and

it appears that Grotius was consulted and wrote his treatise

on the iaw of prize, which is in the nature of a brief and

is, at any rate, a lawj'er's argument.'

that end. That he was in close relations with the Company, he himself says in

a letter of later date, addressed to his brother. Nor can there be any doubt

that in writing his work he made use of the archives of the United Company and

of its predecessor. If the supposition, which I have elsewhere ventured to make

is co'rect, that is to say, that in the conduct of the case he appeared as advocate

for the Company, it would then appear most probable that, after consultation

with the directors, he set about riting his book, which was to be a second plea

in their behalf" (p. 403).

•For the account which Grotius himself gives of the incident, see his Annalet

ct Uittoriae de Rehnt Belgicit ah Obilu Philippi Rerjig usque ad Indueiat Anni

1609, written in I61i, but first published in 1658, Book 1, p. 429.


