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Orticc (if tlu' Minister of Justice,

Ottawa, Manli (i, '03.

Deal' Mr. .Iiistici',-

I have tioiic carcfnlly over your letter of the 'Jiul instant, making

speeitic note of ynur extrai-ts from previous corrfspoiHleiiee. I liave

no eoj)ies uf my own iettei's nr <if any of tlie otliei's to \vlii<-li ynu refer, be-

cause I iiave made it a rule never to cnjiy private letters sent or to re-

tain ])rivate letters received. I li;t\e krinwn cases in which the temp-

tation to violate coiitiileiice l)ecame on nr'casions irresistilile.

As 1 understand it, your complaint is that for .services rendered in

cotuiection with tlie Manitoba Scluxd (|uestion you were jtromised <'<)n-

sidei'ation which has not been fortlicomiiur. Ru.sseU's cable, quoted by

vou. is evidence that I did my best to secure for you the coveted Imi)erial

"honours, and I also stmimly urijed your ajiixtintment to the Supreme

Court, but others who had a lar^'er measure oi' iTtHuencc thouirlit that the

professional and ])olitical claims of Chief Justice Armour and Mr. Just-

ice Mills pave them precedence, but it has !iever been sup;ijested, to my
knowledge, that your relitrion was a barrier to your promotion.

You say that you intend sendini; coi>ies of the private letters ex-

clianj,^eil between the late Archbislioj). yourself, and myself to the other

members of the (ioverument. Of the ]n-oi)riety and wisdom of such a

course, you are the best judiie. Kach man mu.st. of necessity, be the

guardian of his owti lionour. but 1 .mi not sure that Archbishop Walsh

wouM ajiprove of your implied .sut,'<,'estio!i that his action in the critical

juncture to which you refer was determined by a desire to secure your

professional or social advancement and not to promote the best interests

of our Church and }>eople.

T am still of ojjinion that for the important political services you ren-

dered to the Liberal party in connection with this question you are en-

titled to consideration, but you must not hastily spoil your chances.

Yours truly,

C. FiTZPATRICK.

Mr. JrsTicK Mac^I.mion.


