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JOIN MORLEY.

An Interesting Character Sketch
by T. P. 0'Connor.

A BUNDLE OF CONTRADICTIONS.

By edueation a Tory, by tempera-
ment a Whig, by conviction & Radical
—such is the description of himself 1
remember Mr. Morley gave on one oo-
casion. It is a rough-and.ready sum
miog up, and one has to enlarge upon
it a good deal in order to understand
» singularly complex character ; but it
is & useful key to the solution of the
mystery. In this curious and inter-
esting figure in our political life, you
a6 an internal struggle going forward
constantly, and as openly as though
his breast were of glass ; and thus you
find that people of narrow or un-
sympathetic understandings are con-
stantly ing entirely diverse esti-
mates of him ; they see only the one
gide of the character, and the side
which for the moment is predominant.

If Mr. Morley be a bundle of con
tradictions it is not only due 1w the
divermty of elements that are in every
nature except the simplest and most
primitive, It is due also to the ocon
tradiotions of his life and career. Son
of a hard working professional man in
the grimy town of Blackbumn, he
doubtless knew early the hard struggle
which every worker of that type knows
n England. There is a sad French
story which tells how a literary man,
when he was at the end of his tether,
suddenly msde a compact with the
evil one by which he was able to turn
a bit of his brain into gold, and the
story to tell how he took bit
after bit until in the end there was
nothing left but disease, despair, and
death. Very often one sees tragedies
of this kind in a country where most
profesaioual men have to work till the
power of work is gone ; where life is
expensive and manners uneconomical ;
where children of promise have to re-
ceive costly University eduoation, and
where ters are helpless and ex-

o7 s shach af thes i bin, urly
saw much of this in his early
da;h{mmb.aanocneis in his
own bome he bas known some of the
hiardships and the carking cares of the
Writer for bread.

HARDSHLP OF THE LITERARY LIFFE.

Picture a man of vivid imagination,
of lofty and sternly iflexible purpose,
of cast iron and unpopular convictivns
on fundamental questions of human
hife —picture all such a man wst havo
passed through in the life of the pro-
feasional writer ! For there is no pro-
fession in Eogland whicl bus so much
of heart-burmng — of disappointed
hopes- -of apparently nover ending
struggles, and, even when success
comes, of such miserably inadequate
rewards. There 18 only one person I
pity more than the litterateur whose
bread depends on his continual fresh
ness of brain ; and that is the voealst
whom a cold, an accident, a change in
health or physique tnay suddenly re-
duce from popularity and wealth to
poverty and obecurity.

In this harsh achool of literature it
was that Mr, Morley was raised. And
he would be more than human if he
did not retain ome scars. \What of
meanness, dimilusion, and harshnees
he learned of the world in that period
you can now and then understand
when the usually genial smile relaxes,
and there comes from the thin lips
some words of concentrated sarcasm
on human life. But it is remarkable
that lns nature hias been strong and
fine enough to retain, after 1 all. the
freshneas of a strong social faith, and
the inflexible honesty of a nature that
can do nothing common or mean.
And geniality 18 still so much the
dominant note of his character that
no man is 80 universally popular in
London society. He Las paid no
court to London society , and if the
truth were known, though he has tco
broad and catholic a nature for squalid
class prejudices, he turns with some
impatience now and then from its
sentimentalities and false idols to the
costermonger, who wonders whither
he is going to dispose of fruit, or the
cabman that longs to bring home the
price of a good supper to his wife and
child in bis garret. A proof of his
popularity is given in a story which a
few years ago was well known. T'welve
men agreed to write down the n.ame
of the man whom they would choose
as a companion on a deeert island;
the overwhelming msjority were found
to have struck on the name of John
Morley.

KENTRY INTO THK HOUSK OF COMMONS

It was another ox of Mr.
Morley's life that he entered the
House of Commons when he lLad
Egnsed the first flush of manhood. In

is study in remote Putney or gazing
at the matchless sunset of Brighton,
he had written for years on all the
great questions of politics and ethics
which the world was engaged in de-
bating. Hotly—vehemently — some-
times in a certain rasping irreconcila-
bility of tone, he had written. There
are pages on the incidents and figures
of the ch Revolution, which seem
to glow with some of the passion of
the men who might at any hour pass
from the tribune to the tembril. Bat
the passion and the figures of the
study are very different from tliose of
workaday life, and especially from
those of the workadsy world of the
House of Commons. Mr. Morley was,
I daresay, for some time, one of the
an iest new members that even
that great assemblage of vaulting am-
bitions and soured hopes has ever
seen. 1 remember him when he
made his first speech of any import-

ance. 1t was on the subject of Lgypt ;
and he spoko frum the second benoh
below the gangway -from that quar
ter where the Radical of uncertain
ullegiance to & compoute  Ministry
used to git. It was a curious proof of
the difference betwern a tine and sen
sitive nature and a coarse and com-
mon one, to watch the condition of
nervousness into wlich this really
great master of written and spoken
Fnglish appeared at that moment.
His lips were so parched that he was
scarcely able to articulate, his thin
face with its heavy lines, was drawn ;
and he spoko with painful hesitation.
Aud yet it was a very notable speech ;
it came from a man who had studied
and thouelit out the question ; it was
a real contribution t. the knowledge
and judgment of the House of Com-
mons. Some chattering creature,
fresh from the hall f some provincial
municipality, would have regarded all
these tremors with contempt und
amuzement,

RELATION Tu ME. « HAMBLRLALSN,

It was not long till Mr. Morley
learned to see underneath the surface,
and to understand the workings of all
the mean ambitions, jealouses, and
squalid struggles winch belong to every
representative assembly ; and his na-
ture was too straight, too lofty, and
too inexperienced not to resent the
discovery. And finally came the
greatest, perhaps, of all his disillusions.
For vears he had been a friend and
admirer, and & most active and ef
fective pusher of Mr. Chamberlain.
With that curious partnershipin friend-
ship which belongs to the literary tem-
perament, he had seen only one side
of Mr. Chamberlain—the energy and
the resolve to set the wheel of Radleal
18m going rapidly. Mr. Money, too,
up to this time remote from anything
hke the world of faction, and conscious
of his own defects in readiness and
self-confidence, probably exiggerated
the intellectual and political capacities
of this other man. DBut the split on
Home Rule came. Then Mr. Cham-
berlain rsvealed bis real self to Mr.
Morley for the first time. I thinkit
took Mr. Marley years to get over the
disoovery.

A PARTICU LAR PARLIAMEN TARIAN,

But men after awhile get inured to
any atmosphere. Mr. Morley has set-
tled down to a very good House of
Commons temper and toleration. If
he caunot be said yet to have a very
enthusiastic love for the House of
Comnons, he no longer sees only its
squalor and its meanness. Aud be
Lias the best of all reasons for liking
the House ot Commons—the House of
Commons likes bim. Some of the
very faults that make him less eflicient
as a fighting man than some of his
opponents, make him the more accept-
able to the gencral sense of the House.
He carries into political warfare some
of the old and incurable ingenuousness
and fairness in argument of the liter-
ary man. The result is that few men
in the House of Commons ara so ex-
cellent in the work of proposing a
legisiative measure. It may be a
measure which is strongly antagonistic
to the sense of the political party
opposite. But Mr. Morley, as he un-
folds its provisions, sumply, candidly,
and gently, is never interrupted, is
never taunted, is always treated with
that consideratenees and respect which
the House of Commons extends to

very few men who are in the front
rank of fighting politicians.

ORATORIC AL POWERS,

Tuno and practice bave enormously
changed Mr. Morley since that day
long ago when I saw him mako his
first speech.  Otlice has been in par.
ticulnr useful to him. He is one of
the men who require the strong hand
of necessity at their back to eunable
them to do justice to their powers.
If a man hold a Ministerial position,
hie 18 no longer given any freedom of
choice a3 to whether he ghall or shall
not speak: any such freedom would
have been fatal to Mr. Morley, who
probably always sees a great many
reasons why he should not speak, and
few why he shiould  But as represen-
tative in the Government of the fore-
most item in their policy, le has had
for some years to take an active part
i the work of the House of Commons,
with the result that he has acquired
what is in many respects an excellent
House of Commons manner. lle is
not good for an immediate rctort and
a slashing speechi; his nature is not
combative enough foc that; the con-
flict of idens in which he was engaged
most of lis life, as well as natural
temperament, give him a distaste for
what 1s mere personal encounter. But
he states a case and a policy with
admirable lucidity—with great force;
and above all things, in excellent
temper.

His speeches on the platforn are in
curious contrast with these in the
House of Commons. Those, indeed.
who have never heard him from a
platform, can have little idea of his
immense hold over an audience—of
the passion and enthusiasm he can
produce. In thatarena all hesitation
disappears; there is complete self con-
fidence ; and tbe voice, clear, far.
reaching, and laden witk: passion, has
a power you never feel in it in the
House of Comrzmons. Andhis speeches,
wherever delivered, are wonderful
things to read. No speaker of his
time has a finer imagination—a more
copious command of striking, memor-
able and elcquent phrases. There is
no lnglishman, for instance, whose
words have produced the effect and the
awakening on the Irish question which
were produced by the speeches of Mr.
Morley in the early days of the great
struggle. They had a graspof current
facts, which was wanting m the
speeches of Mr. Gladstone ; a passion
and sincerity which were not to be
found in the speeches, brilliant though
they were, of Sir William Harcourt
—a glow that is iacking to even the
very eloquent speeches of Mr. Asquith.
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