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JOIIN 'MORLEY&
An latuttng Character Sketch

by T. P. O'Connor.

By eduacatiou a Tory. by teaixpera.
mient a Whig, by conviction a Radical
-such la the description et hiimel I
rernember Mir. Morley gave on oneo oc-
essieu. IL in. a roiagh.and-resdy surn

.ag up, and oue lbas t e ularge upon
st a goddeal in cirder le understaud
a *salarly complex cbaracter ; but ai-
is a nuful key ta the solution et Lbe
unystery. lu tbis curious sud inter-
esting figure in aur pohitical. lite. you
mee su iliternal, etraagge goiug torvard
constaxîtly, snd a openly as Ibougli
lài brest wore et glan ; sud thuag you
find fiat people et narrov or un-
synupaflxtie. understaudings arn con-
stanthy pasiug entirely diverse eeti-
mates of bim; tbey ms ouly the oe
Bide of thec ebracter, sud tb. aide
wbicla for thae momntx i predouiluant.

If Urw. Morley b. a bundie of con
tu'adietioua i11 is o only due so the
divormty of eloerts a ie vry
nature excepI- the simplest sud muot
primitive. Il lu du. aise o Lb. cSn.
tradictions of bic lite sud career. Son
off a bard voeking proteesional insu lu
flue grimy tavu et Blackaburn, bo
doubdcs kaaiw csrly fie bard strugglo
vlai.b ev.ny vorkcr et that type knove
in Enld Tliore le a sod French
story which telle boy a Iitersry mnu,
wb.u be was t Uic enud of bit tetier,
euddeuly nmade a compact vith fie
evil oao by wvic ie bu va bl, te turu
a bit of bis brain int gold, sud zic
story prooeeds t ta -cile took bit
aftei bit until in the end tiene vau
notbing lft but dis...., d.spair. and
icaLb. Very otn mse sées trageie
of Liis kind lu ascountry vhere most
protcssoWa mmn bave te voek 011 fie
pover of work is iqone ; vherc lite la
expensive snd marinera unecononical;
wbero claidren of promise bav, to re-
ceiv. aosly Uni erst duom"*o, aud

whM aqbt auielples sMd ex.
Pesv. iXdo ul knov Liai Ur.

idoiqMW mucb o etfiis in bul .ory
dsa.%bu f ie did not se il in bis
0" home. ho bas kovu me o01 fie
luardsbips aud thé. orking mm of et
vuiter Sur briad

Ptcture a mnuof vîvid imaginaation,
of lofty and aterrily inflexible purpusc,
af cast iran and ulipopîlar caîavictiulis
on ftindaniental questiois of humaiti
lité -pîctiare ail sucoli a ian twi'st hna'o
prissed tlaraug ii the lite of the pro-
feesioîîal writpr 1 For thera je no pro.1
fésition in Eunglaud whicla has so :nuchi
ot laert.buriling -- oft d:sappyoitited
liopes- -of apparently nover endîîîg1
trîîggles, sud, aven wlien stiecces

coines. of siich isierably inadequato
rewards.. 'rere te anly ane persan I
pity more thau the litterateur whose
bread deponds oit bis continuaI trcshi
nue of brain ; and tlîat ae the vocalist
whorn a cold, ait accident, a change in
health or physique mnay isxddenly re-
duce trorn popularity and wealtla ta
poverty sud obecurity.

lixt tits liaruit chool of literatiare it
was that Mr. Morley vas rais;ed. And
lie would be more thau imtautu if lie
did uot retaïn .oane scars. Wlîat of
meanne9s, disillusion, and hiarslnc@ss
lie learned of the world in that period
you eau nov aud Ilon îuderstand
viien thae usually genial amile relaxes.
and thero cornes fromnt te thin lips
soute words af eoncentrated sarcasm
on human itef. But it le rernarkable
tbat hie nature bias been strong and
fine enough to retain, after té. %Il. the
fresluensu of a stroug social taithlan sd
the inflexible houesty of a nature that
cati do nothing comman or inean.
And geuiality tes euh so mucli thc
dominant note of bis character that
no mait is no nniversally popular in
London society. lie bas paid no
court te London Society , sud if the
truth were known, though hb.lias to
brced aud caiblie a nature for squalid
chieseprejudîe.. boturne vith soute
impatience uov and Iheaîfront its
seutimetsities and taise idole te the
costermouger. who vonders witber
ho e i.guig te dispose ot fruit, or the
cabmaan that longe to bring borne the
price.of a good supper to bie vite aud
cbild in bis garrot. A proot of bias
popularity le gîvon in a story which aa
fev yearsago vas veli knov. Twclve
men agreed te write dowvuthecnaame
ot tbi.man vhor t.hey would choose
au a companion on a desertisilaud;
thxe ov.rvbelming rnajority were fouud
to have struck on the name of John
Morley.
R'.%-Y ixia THK aîoa:sî Or eOMMONS

IL vas suather paradox of Mr.
Morley's lite that ho entored thc
Houe. of Commons vben ho liait
puWsethae firet flush af mauhood. In
bis study in remote Putuey or gazing
st tic matebleu suneet of Brighton.
bc ba vritten for years ou al the
gmet questions of pouliis sud ethics
vliich thue wvnd vas engaged iu de-
beting. lloly-vebemoently - soute-
Urne. in a certain raspiug irreconeila.
bâity of toue, ho ladt vntten. There

& paeon the incidents aud figures
of te FrnchRevolution, vbich seern

to glov vith sone of the. passion of
thé. men vbo migbt at any Lotir puse
front the tibun, tote tembril. But
tb. passion and the figures et the
Stndy are very dîfferenu fronttihase of
workady lite, sud ospecially from
those of the workaday world ofthfie
flouseofOommotw. 1fr. Morley vas,
1 dar..ay, for morne ime, on.eofthei
unbsppest nev members "ia even
tiat greot assemblaige off vaultiug am-
bitions.&Mdsouredbo lmbasever
seen. I r.rnsmb.r birn bh. h
made bis final op" o f suy import.

anca. IL vas oan the sîiject of 1-'gypt;
sad lie spoku, truin titosecond iehar
below the gaiagway -iraai dt a sr
ter whaere the Usia-lut(i tiiicertain
ailgiaice ta a Colîs1u..ate NMilaaqtryC
ised Lt ait. It wîîq iacuriaus ;îraof oai

the. différenice betwv' na ila neand Bocif
saive nature and a coarse ana coin-t
anu ane. tawatehail hecoi(idtaio
zervousness juto wjaclj this reslly C
great iaastcr ot writteîanaud spokent
l-:uglieh appenred at thait noment.1
Ilis lipta vere 60 parclad tîat li a v 1
scarcely aible t-, artactilate . lis thi
face wîtla its Ieavy liseg. was drawaî,
and he spolie watla p.aiitul lieitation.
Anad yet iL vam a vury niotable speech;
iL cainie train a mal. wlao liad studied
anad tlxouuzhat. (ut thelve ation -; it was
a real contribaitionîa thte kîaowledge
an ud igeaat ofai t. 1 l.tîse ai Com-
lmails. Sanie il'îteri'g creattare,
fr-sh tramn the1hall1 t saule provincial
auuntcipality, waaild haave regarded ai
these tretuore vitia cantenxpt aud
sînezenment.

aIti.. T liN 170 %MIf. aI tl.iA .

IL was îlot lang till NMr. Morley
learnceI ta sec underucath thie surtace,
and ta îîmderstand the workîîags of ail
thae nea armbationîs, jeaxotîgies, snd
aqualid struggles wlicha belong to every
represciatative asseaaxbly ; anud bis na-
turc vas toa straiglatto haty. aîad
t00 iuaxperienccd net te resenît the
discovery. Anid finaaly caille the
great.est. perhsps, ai ail lias disillusiaus.
For v-?ars lac laad been a frieiid sud
admirtr, sud saxast active anid cf
fective pasher ai Nir. Chtaaaberlain.
WitLh tlîat emriauspartnrshipan friend-
sbip viaicli belongs to tie literary toux-
peramient, lixe laad seax aîily oint side
et MIr. Chsmberlai-tlie eaîergy sud
the resolve te set the vlicel ai RaIcal.
isrn going rapidly. Mr. Moraey, too,
up to tîis tinie remiote train auytaimxg
lake thae vorld af faction,. and caaîscious
ot lis ovu defccts iii readiaxeses ad
seht.contidence, prabably cxliggerated
the intcllectual and politîcal capacities
of tiis other mans. But tlae split ail
Homiîe Rule came. Vieilî'.%r. Cham-n
berlain r9vcaled bis rosI self ta Mr.
Morhey for the finaL Mine. I think iL
took Mr. Mlorley years to gel ex-er the
discovery.

A iPARTICtl RPittM-TAa.

But menx after svhile geL inured ta
auy aîîîîosplîere. «Mtr. «Morley lias set-
Lied davn ta a very good flouse ai
Counons temper sud foleraion. If
lac caunot bc eaîd yct te have a verv
eatbusiastic love for tlae flouse ot
Coinns, lae no lonager Socs anly iLs
sqîîalor and iLs uaxcsuuess. Aaad ho
lias flac best of ail reisons for ihiig
thac House oi Coznons-the flouse of
Commons likes litai. Someofo the
very taults lthni alle lim less eflicicaît
as a figlting in thau smre of bii
oppenents, make Ihlm ttae marc accept-
able te thae geucral senee oftheLIlouse.
ile cardes int political vartare saie
ofth oL ansd incurable iîgeiîuausiîes
anîd tairnea in argument ofthte liter.
ary min. Tîme remi sut fat tevumen
in the flouse ot Gommons aan eo x-
celleuît ina the vork ot preposing a
egilative measure. IL uxsy be a

meilleure vlaiel is stronghy antagouistie
ta thae sense of the political party

oppoIsite. But Mr. Morley, as Le tan-
toin iLs provisions. sîîîxply, esndadly,
aud gently, is neyer interrupted, is
nover tauiîted, lu alvays treated with
thatI considerateneils and respect vhicb
thue loese otGommàons extends le

i - - - - - - . - . - - - - - .- ---- , - -- -
veny 1ev uxen who are iin the fraut
rank of figlatiîîg politicians.

Tiano and practice havaeuormously
clianged Mr. Morley tance thiat day
long ago wlieii 1 saw hini mako laie
first Optech. <illico has been ipar.
ticular usetul to lijin. lie is oneofa
tie men wlîo requiru the strang haud
af necesgiey et Clitir béck ta entable
tla ta du justice ta thacir powers.
If a min liuld a Ministerial position.
hlie îa o long-er given any freedoin af
cboice as tu whcther lie shahl or shail
naL speak . any sitcli frcedom would
have been fatal Lu Mr. 34orlev, vhxa
probably always secs a great many
ressaus wlîy bc- slould uaLt speak, sud
few wliy lie slaould Ilut as represen-
tative in the tioverunment aoftefore.
aaxost item aun thear policy, lie has badl
far sonie yeare to taktlie a active part
au the work af t.lue Ilouse af Communs,
with the remuit that lie lias acquired
%lhaL as in inauy respects nu excellent
Ilause ai Commnios mauner. lie is
naL good for asi inediato retort and
a slaslaing speech ; bis nature is axot
eaînibatïvc- enougli for that : tIhe con-
iltet of itdens an wlîich lac vas engagod
rnost af itsi lite, as well as natural
tciuperanient, givo himu a distaste for
wlbat ïs moea persoual encouniter. But
lae enates a case sud a pahicy witla
admiirable lucidity-witli great farce;
sud above aIl tiainge, in excellent
teniper.

Hlie speeches on the plattoran are ini
curiaus ooutrast witla these in tlîe
Ilouso of Oammans. Thlose. indeed.
wlîo bave never lacard hlm tfram a
plattorm, eau have littie idesaioflais
immense laald over ana audience-of
the passioni sud cntlitîsiasm lie can
produce. Iu that arcus al l esitation
disappears; tîxere is complete self con-
fidence ; sud the voire, cicar, far-
reaching. and laden wiLb passion. lias
a pawer you never feel in iL in the
Bouqe ofCoxrmons. And bis speechc.s.
wherever delivered, are wondertul
thing@ to resd. No speaker afiilis
Lamie lia a faner imagination-s mare
copiaus commxand of strikiug. niemor-
aible sud cloquent phrases. Tliere le
lia higlisliiuau, for instance, viiose
wards have pieduîced tlae cffect aud the
awakeixing on the Irish queittion whicli
were produced by the speeches of Mr.
Morley in the early days of thei great
struggîe. Tlaey liad a gap of ctrret
tacts, whicli vas vantug Iin thae
speeches of Mr. Gladstone ; a passion
snd sinceraty vlaicla vere flot tu be
found in thle speeches, brihliarat îbough
thaey were, of Sir William Hlarcourt
-a glov that is lacking to even the
v-ery elaqucna pffclaca otf M r. Asquitha.
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