
1,54 LAW JOURNAL. [JULY,

D'Argenson's laealtb failcd him, und hiavingat bis own te-
quest been recalled lio ias succeedcd by Baron d'Avangour,
irlia upon lais arrivai examined into the condition of the

,ooy, andi founti that owing to the negleet of tho Company

cvcrything iras in a wrctchied plight. '1rade, and not gooti
governinent, iras the airu of tho Comapny, anti now for thc
flrst tinie it becatue uîanif'est cither that possession of the
eolony shoulti be t4lken froni the Coumpany, or that the Comn-
pany andi the colony shoulti be left a prey to the Indians.
A direct appeal for protection iras muade by the inhabitants
ta the throne of France. The fruit of this appeal Nvas the
dcspatch of Monsieur de 'Monts froin France, as a special
comniissianer ta inquire inta the enate of the colony. Ife
arriveti in 1662. It iras during this yeur that Canada iras
tlac scene of a terrifie earthquake, whieh it is said lasted,
witlî little intcrinissian, for the space o? six xuonths. At
the Bay of St. Paul's a mountain iras thrown into the River
St. L~awrence andi fornred an Islandi. At Point aux Al1ou.
ettes an entire forcst iras detacheti froru the land and thrown
into the river. The ice which ut the tiano covereti the St.
Lawrrence iras hurîcti inta the air, and foul in masses of ap-
palling grandeur. Rivers irere diverteti froin their courses.
Saine rivera becauie iu color red, others ycllow; while the
St. Lawrrence, frona Qucbec ta Tadousar, was white. The
earth, the 'neavens, andi ail that iras -visible during this
eartlquako is describeti as hnving presenteti an airful
appearance. The desolation tiaut ensueti ias not nt ill
calculateti to lesseai the dissaitisfa-ction of the coloniists su?-
fcring under the misrule of the Comapany.

No sooner hati Monsieur de Monts ieturned ta France
than arrangements irere mnade to deprive the Comupany of its
priviieges; but on 14th February, 1663, they voluntarily
surrendered theru, and the surrender iras, lu MNay following
fornially acccpted. Monsieur de Mézy was forthwith np-
pointeti governor of the colony for a periati o? thrce ycars

freinbis rriva at uebc .I lobcrt, acounsellar of State,
iras appointeti Intendant of Police, Finance, and %farine,
but never arriveti in the country; andi on 7tb May, 1663,

MoserGaudais iras appointed a special coînmssioner ta
obtaiaî information, among other things, of the situation of
flac colony, the length of the tinys andi niglits, the salubrity
of the air, the rcgularity of the scasons, the fertility o? the
soil, fthc quautity of laund under cultivation; the population
of Quebec, Montreal, and Three Rivers-their occupation
andi muans of subsistence ; the tenure of lands, tue produc-
tion of irieat, undi thse nature andi extent of dcbts andi other
obligations. In the instru.-tions ta «Monsieur Gaudais, flac
ivut in the colany o? sanie systein of lair was ientioncdl, andi
lais Mnlijcsty, Louis the Fourteenth, ticclareti bis intention
of crcating a Sovereign Council, te eonsist of tise Governor,
the Intendant, andi five other lcading residents. In Noveni-

ber, 1663, Monsieur Prouvelle do Tracy was cominissioned
Viceroy of the French Colonies in Anicrica, and by nanie
over Canada, Acadii, Ncwfoutndland, and the Islands of the
Antilles. lis nuthority %vas of thc inost extensive kind,
paramount to that of ail governors or lieutcnant.governors
of particular colonies,

WVbon Nonsieur de Gaud:iis arrived in tho colony ho
adnuinistercd the oath of allegiance to the inhabitants, re-
gulated the Police, and muade rudes for the administration
of justice. When de Mézy reaehed the eolony, which ho
did nt the saice time as de Gaudais, he publtshled a Rloyal
l'dict, creating a Sowreign Council, composcd of de M6zy
as Governor-General, representing the Crown, do Laval,
Bishop of 1>trée, 'ud five other couneillors, t o c lected.
by theni, one ta ho Attorney General, and a Clerk for the
proservation of arrets decrees, or orders of thc Council ;
the Clcrk ta hold his appointruent nt the pleasure of tho
Goeeror aud )3ishop. The powers of the Sovereiga Coun-
cil ivere ta take cognizanco of ail causes, civil as well as
erimnl s; to judge sovereignly and in tlie last resort, ne-
cording to the laws and ordonnances of France, and thercin
ta procecd as near as possible in the forin and inanner
practiscd nnd observed in the jurisdietion of the Court
of Parlianient at Paris ; reserving, nevertheless, ta the
'Monarch power toe cange, reforni and ampl*fy tbc sa, a
laws and ordonnances, and thein toi alter, repeal or renew,
or such other regulations, statutes or constitutions as tho
ilonarch might conceive _he useful to his service and
the welfarc of bis subjeets iu the colony. Attached ta
the Sovereigo Council there wec Assessors, or umen known
ta bo well versed in the laws. These officers had a delibe-
rativo ývoice in causes in which it vas their duty to -report
upon the law. The Sovereigu Council was thus both a
political and judicial body. It met rcgularly every M1on-
day nt the Intendint's palace, and special sessions were held
at the pleasure of that officer. The customu of Paris and the
ordonnances of France were muade tlac law of' the colony.

During the ycar 1664, a powerful West India Company
was ehartered, andi by the edict ehurtering it flic Companay
became possessed of flic territary Iying betwccn the Rivers
Amizon and Oronoko, the Claaribee Islands, Canada, Aca-
dia, Newfoundland and Africa. This immense territory
was -manted to the Comnpany in seigneurie, but subjeet ta
bc governcd by the laws andi ordonnances of France, and
the custaîn of the Vicomte and Prevoté of Pais. Under
this chnrter the Marquis de Tracy was orticreti first toç'isit
the W~est Indics, and then ta visit Canada, ta adopt sueh
mencsures as lie umiiglit sec fit for the safcty and trauquillity
of the colonies.

De 'Mézy, as Governor of Canada, w:îs in 1665 succeeded
by Danici de Reni, Seigneur of Courcelles ; and on 28d


