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A HIIGH1LAND ANLcro'rE.-BvY SIRIw. Sco'Fr, BAT
I9M14 ilie Kecp.wke,Jor 1832

Tl'lE Samne cour«Ç,e oi'rtvll.Cuiîi WvhiCt Iled Me to tfanf nlit to YO i
the account ut the ilcat otan aucient boî'îlerer, ni~w,îre to aid
<lie p.îrticulîri ut'a single incident, ziffordîîîg a point %% lîîch seei
highly qualiticd <o be illustratcd by tlhe pencil. It %WSis suggeCatC<
by tlhe sqputtcd-( engraving nI' (le (3ored I Iunîig,ùîn, wich,<l udurncd
(lie first nuniber ut'your svork, unud peilî:îps br 't ou cIoqe a re-
serutîlance to tlie ch;ir.cter ot t kat piint (o adtiitt fust 0ch toosing

il 'a@ a sahject for minother. 0f' diii )ou ai-e the only competelit
judgc.

'l'le story is an old, but riot un ancient une ; the actor and suf-
fierer was not a vcry aged mian, îvhen 1 hQ;ird <lie ainecdote in mny
early youth. Duncan, lor so 1 shahl cadi hirn, find hceu engageci
Ili the affiîir of' 17-16, ivith utheu Otf lîiý Claus, and W.18 sUppOsedi
by many to have been an acconipice, if tiot the priiiciple actor ln
a certain traîgic affîir' wvhîichi iuade nînch noise a good inany ycars
after the rebelhion. 1 amn content iwith indicating tluîe,, ln order to
give surne i(lCa of (lie inan's chaia:cter, which ivas bold, tierce, and
cnterprising. Traces ofth lis naitural disposition MINh rem-ilncd on
Duncan's very gond features, andt in luis keen grey eye. B3ut thie
limbs, like those ofthe aged burderer ini my former unie, Liad be-
corne una'ble to serve the puriioses arnd otaey the dlictîtes uof his
inclination. On the one aide of' bis boudy lie retained the propor-
uine and firmness of an active mountaineer ; onï tie other lie ivas
a disabled cripple, scarcely able to limp nlorig the streets. The
cause which reduced him <o this s<ste of inirmily %vas singular.

Twenty years or more before 1 linew Duncan, lie asqisted bis
brothers in forming a large grazing ini the Highlands, cornprehen-
iling an extensive range of mountain, and forest land, moraes,
laîke and precipice. It clîanced that a sheep or goit was missed
t'rom the flocks, and Duncan, nuL satisfied wath diý;patching bis
shepherds ila une direction, went li)imee!f in quest oI'tlie fugitive
ini another.

Ini the course of hie researches, lie ivas iciduced to ascend a
sinai and narrowv path, leading to the top of a higli precipice.
Daîngerous as it was nt first, the rond became doubly su as he ad-.
vanced. IL was nuL much More than tivo feet broad, 80 rtigged
aînd dificuit, and at the same lime su terrible, tbat it wvould have
been impracticable bu any but thie the light step and steady brain
of a Higlander. The precipice on the riglit rose like a wall, and
on the heft sunk to, a depth wvhicb iL was giddy to, look down upon :
but Duncan pas@edl cheerfully on, now whistling the Gathering uof
his Clan, now taking hee<l to bis footsteps, when the dilffculties of
thie pathrequired caution.

la this manner he had mure than bah' asceded tlie precipice,
ciben ini ridway, and iL miglit altnuet lie said, ini middle air, he en -
.Ourtered a buck of the red-deer species, riInn*n- down the cutIf


