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at the seat of government ’—The levees held by
Washington, ae president, were gonerally
crowded, and held on Vuesdsy, Letween three
and four o’clock. ‘The president stood, and re-
ceived the bow of the person presented, who
retired to make way for anothor, At the drawing
tooms, Mrs. Washington receired the ladies,
who curtsied and passed aside without exchang.
iag a word. Tua snd coffec, with relreshmente
of all kunds were laid in one pait of the rooms,
and before the individuals of the company retir-
od, each Jady wus a second ino led up to the
lady president, nade her second mient obeisance
and departed —notinng could bs mure sunple, yet
# was evough.
—ojoo
LAST HOURS OF WASHINGTON.
Twenty-eight years have passed away, since
an interesting group were assemibled inthe death-
soom. 8o keen snd unsparing hath been the
scythe of time, that, of all those who watched
over the patriarch's couch, on the 13th and L4ih
_of Dec. 1799, but a single personage suivives.

Oa the morning of the 13th, the General was
engnged in making some improvements 1n front
of Mount Yernon  As was usual with him, he
carried his own compass, noted lns ohservatiens,,
snd inarked out the ground.—The day lecame
rainy, with slect, and 1the improver remained so
long exposed to the inclemency of the weather,
as to he conniderably wet hefore his return tu
the house. About one o’clock, he was scized
with clillnoss und nausea, but having changed
tiis clothes, he sat down to his in door work—
there Leing no moment of his time for which he
had not provided an appropriate employmeut

At might, on joining tus famuly circle, the Ge-
noral compluned of alight disposition, and, after
a single cun of tea. repuired (o his hibrary, where
he remammed wniting until between 11 and
o'clack. Mers Waslington retired asbout the
usual family hour, but becoming alarined at not
heanng the accustomed sound of the hbrary
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producing their healiog effects; while the patient
yielding to the anxious luoks of all around lum,
waived his usunl objection to medicies, and
touk those wlhich were prescribed, without hesi-
tation or remark.
spared not theswr skill, and all the resvurces of
their art were eximusted in unwearied endeavors
to preserve this noblest work of nature.

ENTERTAINER.

length of days fo him whose ' time-honored
hfe’” was so dear to maukind, prayer wus not
wanting to the Throne of Grace, Close 1o ths
couch of the sufferer, resting her head upon
the ancient book, with which she had been wapt
to hold pious communion, a portion of avery duy,
fur more than half'a century, was the veuerablo
consort,absorbed in silent prayer,und {rom whici,
she only arose when the mourning group pre.

The medical gontlemen

jfrom fear of prematurc interment, as 1 more
jtnodern times, but from motives of veneration

Night approached —the lust night of W ashing
ton—the wenther beocame severely cold, winle
the group gathered nearer to the couch of the
sufferer, watching with intense aunviety for the
shghtest dawming of hope.  He spoke but little
To the ruspectful and aftectionate inyuities of
an old family servant, a3 she smoothed down his
prllow, how he felt tumself? he wnswered,¢ 1
amvery iil.”  To Dr. Crask, bis earhiest com-
panton 1n arms, fongest tried, and bosom friend,
he observed: I am dying, Sir—but am not af
raid to die.” To Mrs, Washington, he said:
* Ga to my escritor, and 10 the private drawer
you Sud twu papers;—Dbeing them to me.”” They
were brought.  He contued: ¢ They are my
Wails; preserve this one, asd burn the other.”
Which was immediately done.  Calling to €ol.
Lear, he directed: * Lot my corps be kept for
the usuul period of three days.”

Here we would beg leave to remiad our read
ers, that Washington was old fashioned in much
of tus habits and manners, and in some of his
opintons; nor was he the less to he admired on
these accounts. The custom of keeping the
dead for the seniptural period of three days, s
denved from remote antiquity, and arose, not

toward the deceased; for the better enabling the
telatives and fuiends to assemble from a dist-
anc e, to perform the funeral rites; for the pious
watchings of the corpse; and fur the muny s«d,
yet endeanng cerenontals with which we delight
tn pay our last duties to the remains of those we
have loved.

door, as it closed for the mght, and gave signal
ior rest 1n the well regulated mansion, she aross maunly fortstude, and petfect resignation to the
again, and continued sitting up, in much snxie | b,y e will: wiule, 8s the night advanced, it, be-
ty and suspense. At length the well known|ogme evident that he was smking, and ho was
siep was heard upor the stair, and vpan the loinking, snd he seemed fully aware that his
General’s entering hie chumber, the lady kindly «poy; was mgh.” He inquired the time; and
chided lum for remaming up 8o late, kuowing, g4 answercd, a few moments to twelve. Ie
himself to be unwell; to which \\'aahmgluu,gp”kc no more: the hand of death was vpon
mude tins memorable ceply: I came as soon 35 him, and he was conscious that lis ¢¢ hour was
my husiness was accomphshed. You know well, coma»  Wal surprising el possession, he pre-
that, throngh a long hl_'c-, i!has been my unmri-cd poted to die.  Composmg his form at,lnnglh,
rule, never lo pul off titl the morvow the dulies 5,4 fulding his bands upon his bosom—without
vhich should be performed to day.” 'a sigh—without a groan—the Father of his
Having first covered up the fire with care, Conniry expured, gently as though sn infant
the mighty man of labors at last sought repose; died  No pang or strugele told when the noble
Lat it came nnt as it had long heen wont to do, te spint touk its nowreless fight; while so tranquil
comfoit and restore; after the maay and earnest appeured the manly features in the repose of
occupations of the well spent day. The mght death that sume moments had passed ere those
was passed in feverish restlessucss and paws. ‘around could beheve that the patriarch was no
Tired Nature’s sweet restorer, baliny sleep, more.
was destined no more to visit s couch; yetthe! it may be asked, and why was the ministry of
manly sulferer utiered no complant, would per- rebigion waanting te shed its peaceful and benign
mit 1o one la be disturbed m thei rest an his lustre vpon the Jast hours of Washington? Why
account and it was only at day break he wauld.was he, to whom the observances of sacred things
consent that the overseer might be called in,iwere ever primary duties through life, without

The patient bore his acute suffering with

pared to bear her,tfrom the chamber of the dead,
Suci WERE THE LAST HOURS OF WAsSHINGTON.

-4*.—
INVENTIONS OF THE ARABIANS,
The following account of che ** useful insentions of

the Arablans,’ is taken fiom Sisrondi’s Literature
of the South of Europe, an intesesting work recently

tepublistied in New-York:—

A great number ofthe inventions, which, at
the present day, add to the comforts of life, aud
withuut which literature could never have flou.
rished, are dus to the Arabians  ‘Thus paper,
now so necessary to the progess of the intellect '
the want of which plunged Europe, from the
seventh to the teath century, into such a state
of iguorance and barbarism, is an Arabic inven.
tion. In China, indeed, from all antiquity, it
lind been manufactured frot silk; about the
year 30 of the Hegira, (A. D. 649.) this inven.
tion was introduced at Samarcand; and wles
that flourishing city was conqucred by the an.
ians, in the year 85 of the Hegira, an Arab.
an, of the name of Joseph Amrou, carried the
process by which paper was made 10 Mecca, hy
native city. He employed cotton in the mane-
facture; and the ficst paper nearly resemblig
that which we now use, was made in the yex
88 of the Hegira,, . p. 706. This inventior
spread with rapidity throughout ail the dom:
nions of the Arabians, and mote especialiyn
Spaip, where the town of Sativa, in the kg
dom of Valencia, now called San Felippe, wu
renowned fromthe 12th century for its beau
{ul manufactures ofpaper. It appears that o
this time the Arabians had substituted in the
fabrication of paper, flax which grew cbundant-
ly wuth them, for cotton, which was much more
scarce and dear. It was not until the endd
the 13th century, that at the instance of i
phonso X, king of Castile, paper mills wereer
tablished in the Christian states of Spain, fros
shence the invention passed, in the 14th c&
tury only, to Trevisa and Padua. Gunpowdy,
the discovery of which is generally attributed.
a German chemisi, was known to the Arabm
at least a cenlury before any traces of 1t »
pear in the Eucopean histories.  In the 1%
century it was frequently employed by #
Moors in their wars in Spain; and some inés
tioris remain_of its having bhean Jknown in i
11ih century. ‘The compass, also, the {inier
tion of which has been given alternately totkt
lalisns and French, in the 13th century, v
already known by the Arabians \n the ik
The geozrapher of Nubia, who wrote in th
12h century, speaks of it as . instcument vat
versally employed. The [pumerals which w
call Arabie, but which ought rather to be calle
Indian, were undoubtedly at least commusice
ed to us by the Arabians. Without them aox

and biceding resorted to. A vewn was opened, [their consolations m lus last moments? We an.
but wuthiovt afford.rg rehef,  Couriers were des-swer, ercumstances did not permit. It was bt
patched to suman Nr Crak, the family, and for a hitle wlile that the diseass assumed so
Dactors Thck und Brown  uy consuiting physi-.threatning a characler a3 to forbid the encou-
cians, all of whom came witl. speed.  ‘The pro<iragement of hope.  Yet, to stay that summons
per vemedics were vdmiaisteied, but without{winch nune may refuse, to give still farther

of the sciences in which calculation is emplo)
ed, could have heea carried to the poimt .
which they have arrived in our Gay, and whit
thejgreat mathematicians and astronomess amo.
the Arabians very nearly approached. 1
number of Arabic inventions of which we eup




