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At 5 o’clock the bombardment began, slowly at the first and then growing
in volume until the whole air quivered with the rush of the larger shells and
the earth shook with the concussion of guns. In a few minutes the whole
distant landscape disappeared in smoke and dust, which hung for a while in
the still air and then drifted slowly across the line of battle.

Shortly before 6 o’'clock our infantry advanced along our front between the
Bois Grenier and Festubert. On the left, north of Fromelles, we stormed the
German first line trenches. Hand-to-hand fighting went on for some time
with bayonet, rifle and hand grenade, but we continued to hold on to this posi-
tion throughout the day and caused the enemy very heavy loss, for not only
were many Germans killed in the bombardment, but their repeated efforts to
drive us from the caﬁtured itions proved most costly.

On the right, to the north of Festubert, our advance met with considerable
opposition and was not pr 4

Meanwhile, the French, after a prolonged bombardment, had taken the
German positions north of Arras on a front of nearly five miles, and had pushed
forward from two to three miles, capturing 2,000 prisoners and six guns. This
remarkable success was gained by our allies in the course of a few hours.

As may be supposed from the nature of the fighting which has been in
progress, our losses have been heavy. On other parts of the front our action
was confined to that of the artillery, but this proved most effective later, all
the communications of the enemy being subjected to so heavy and accurate
a fire that in some quarters all movement by daylight within range of our lines
was rendered impracticable. At one place opposite our centre a convoy of
ammunition was hit by a shell, which knocked out six motor lorries and caused
two to blow up. Opposite our centre we fired two mines, which did consider-
able admage to the enemy’s defenses.

During the day also our aeroplanes attacked several places of importance.
One of our airmen, who was sent to bomb the canal bridge near Don, was
wounded on his way there, but continued and fulfilled his mission. Near
Wytschaete, one of our aviators pursued a German aeroplane and fired a whole
belt from his machine gun at it. The Taube suddenly swerved, righted itself
for a second, and then descended from a height of several thousand feet straight
to the ground.

On the other hand, a British machine unfortunately was brought down
over Lille by the enemy’s anti-aircraft guns, but it is hoped that the aviator
escaped.

n regard to the German allegation, that the British used gas in their attacks
on Hill 60, the Eyewitness says: .

No asphyxiating gases have been employed by us at any time, nor have they

yet been brought into play by us.

War with Poisonous Gases

The Gap at Ypres Made By German
Chlorine Vapor Bombs

Reports by the Official ** Eyewitness "’ and Dr. J. S. Haldane, F.R.S.

R. John Scott Haldane, F.R.S., who has conducted the investigation for
the British War Office, is a brother of Lord Haldane. He is a graduate
in medicine of Edinburgh University and an M.A. of Oxford and an

LL.D. of Birmingham. For many years he has been engaged in scientific
investigation, and has contributed largely to the elucidation of the causes of




