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them stuffed with moss. Whatever method was
used to admit light, it made but little difference
in the result; for the intense frosts so soon
covered the surface of the media, that light was
practically shut out ; indeed, in the long winter
nights, about twenty hours out of the twenty-four
windows were of very little use anyway, and in
the summer months the miner only used his
cabin to sleep in, and he invited darkness rather
than light.

The walls, door, and windows finished, the
spaces between the logs, and every other space
visible, was chinked, or stuffed, with moss, driven
in tight by suitably shaped sticks. The furniture
consisted of stools, the seats of which were hewn,
or sawed, from blocks of trees, and were supported
by three or four legs. Tables and beds were laid
on small beams, one end of which was driven
between two of the wall logs, and the other
supported by uprights driven into the ground.
On the bed, beams were laid parallel with the wall,
small poles, and on these grass, if it could be got,
and where it could not, the smaller branches of
the spruce tree ; on this mattress was spread the
blankets and other covering. Sleep on this
primitive bed was as sound as that enjoyed any-
where, and the food eaten off the rough, un-
covered table tasted as well as if laid on the
finest mahogany. Table-ware consisted of tin
plates, tin cups, and the cheapest and strongest




