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seized by English corsairs in the Gulf. The future 
looked dark; France and England were on the 
verge of war; during the previous year an expedition 
under Admiral Kerkt had come to take Quebec;

but the haughty reception given 
him by Champlain had pv off the 
inevitable for a time. Kerkt, how­
ever, intent on getting possession
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of the colony, returned again in 1629. Hunger and 
want obliged Champlain to surrender, and together 
with the Jesuits, Recollects and a number of the 
French colonists, he was taken back to Europe. 
This turn of events wrecked many a bright hope 
in the heart of Brébeuf. Even the sight of his 
beloved France, after an absence of four years, 
could not reconcile him to the loss of his Huron 
mission. He knew not what the future had in 
store for the colony on the St. Lawrence, but he 
knew that the souls of thousands of pagan Hurons 
were awaiting salvation on Georgian Bay, and he 
resolved to return thither as soon as the occasion 
should present itself.

Three years were to elapse before this resolve 
could be carried out. However, they were years 
of solid spiritual profit for the future apostle of 
the Hurons. While at Rouen, in 1630, he pro­

nounced his final vows as a Jesuit, 
thereby binding himself irrevoca­
bly to the service of His Divine
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Master. “A few days before,” he wrote, “I felt 
a strong desire to suffer something for Jesus Christ; 
and I said: ‘Lord, make me a man according to


