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tentiary in this countiy, that he had received his majesty's instructi-

ons to offer suitable and ihonourable reparation for the aggreHsion
committed by a British naval officer^ in the attack on the United
Slates* frigate Chesapeake. The offer of satisfaction vras accepted.

This part of the arrangement was followed by propositions from Mr.
Erskine for a renewal of -commercial intercourse between the re<

spective countries, which was likewise accepted; in consequence of I

which, Mr. Erskine explicitly states, in an ofRcial letter to Mr.
[

Smith, the secretary of state, that he is ** authorised to declare that

the Orders in Council of January and November 1807, will have I

been withdrawn on the tenth day of June next." The President of

the United States proceeded immediately to execute, with good Lith,]

the agreement on his part, by issuing a proclamation decUiringl

the revocation «f-these orders in council, whereby commercial inter-

course between this country and Great Britain and her dependen-
cies, was restored.

Permit me now, sir, to call the particular attention of gentlemei

to the message of the President at the opening of the May session,^

from which 1 beg leuve to make a few extracts.

*<A revision of the commercial laws, proper to adapt them to the]

arrangement which has taken place with Great Britain, will doubt-]

Jess engage the early attention of congress."

Again. *' Under the existing aspect of our affoirs, I have thought]

it not inconsistent with a just precaution, to have the gun boats, with]

the exception of those at New Orleans, placed in a situation incur-

ring no expense beyond that requisite for their preservation unt

conveniency for future service ; and to have the crews of those atl

New Orleans reduced to the number required for their navigation|

and safety. I have thought also, that our citizens detached in quo-<

tas of militia, amounting to one hundred thousand, under the act o^

March, one thousand eight hundred and eight, might not improperly

be relieved from the state in which they were held for inri mediate

service. A discharge of them has accordingly been directed. An^

it is further submitted to the judgment ofcongress to decide hoi

far the change in our external prospects may authorise any modifi-

cations of the laws relating to the army and navy establishments."

What are the plain and obvious conclusions to be drawn from]

the " promptitude and frankness with which the President met the

overtures of Great Britain," and the full confidence which he here

manifests in the good faith of that government ? The inference h
irresistible, that he did not entertain the most distant suspicion,

that Mr. Erskine had either acted without authority, or that he had

violated his instructions. But suppose the resolution under consi-

deration should be rejected. In that event, the expressions con-

tained in Mr. Jackson's letter of the 11 th of October, which are

i-epeated in several other communications, conveying the idea, that

the executive government of the United States had a knowledge

that the arrangement made by Mr. Erskine in behalf of his govern-


