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Mackenzie, as has already been noticed, had carried

an address to the King, praying that the Imperial

Government would, by the use of its diplomatic in-

strumentalities, endeavor to procure for Canadians

transit of goods through the United States free from

import duties. But as it had not brought about the

desired result, a large number of Canadians petitioned

the Federal authorities, at Washington, to grant a

drawback of duties on Canadian imports passing in

transitu through the United States. And it was

alleged that the petition received more attention than

was paid to the address sent to England, though it

appears to me that the facts hardly bore out the state-

ment.

This spring Mr. Mackenzie went to New York,

arriving there about the end of March. At the trade

sales, then going on, he purchased several thousand

volumes of books, and made large additions to his

printing establishment. About two years before he

had added a large book-store to his other business,

and his present purchases furnished decisive proof

that, at this time, the idea of risking every thing upon

an armed insurrection had not entered into his calcu-

lations.
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