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^he afTidance of foreigners; and after all the noife and

buUle that was made in trumpeting out the danger the

nation was in, when it was pretended that a concatina*

.tion of events foretold this danger^ that it (hould turn

out a mere ftratagem of the French coprt^ to deceive the

Jiritifli miniftry. " All perfon« Qljudgment (fays an

" intelligent correfpondent with totd Holdernefs's of<

** fice, dated Jan. 21, i7S6) agreed, that it was attended
*' with infuperable difficulties, and was only intended

<' to alarm and diilrefs us." At this time there vta

neither the power nor the means> nor indeed the ap>

pearance of an embarkation fufficient to alarm England]

with an invafion. Another letter in lord Holdernefs

office, dated Dec. 10, i755> fays, " that France ha

>' no other view in all this than to gain time ; thai

<^ there were no difpolitions on the coaft of the Britif

<* channel for an embarkation."

After reading a number of letters ail concurring in thi

fame advices, it will puzzle the cleared head to hnd an

foundation for the mini(terial panic, which put the na-

jtion into fuch confuGon and expence, and was fo fub

iervient to the deligns of the French upon Minorca.
^ At length when the deftination of the enemy's arms

ment was univerfally known, they feemed to roufe froi

their bed of lethargy ; yet even then^ inftead of fend

ing a fquadron fuperior to that of the enemy, under thi

direction of an officer of approved condu6l and couragi

together with a proper reinforcemeut for gen. Blakeney

they fent on the 7th day of April ten (hips of the linej

without either hofpital or fire-fhip, in very indiffereoi

order, but poorly manned, and commanded by admin

Byng, an officer who had never been diftinguifhed f(

his courage, nor was he at all popular in the navy, har

. ing on board, as part of his complement, a regiment

. foidiers, to be landed at Gibraltar; and between fori

and fifty officers, and near one hundred recruits? as

reinforcement f*r general Blakeney. The inftru^liooi

which admirtil Byng received were really amating ;

was, when he arrived at Gibraltai', to enquire whethi

any French fquadron had palled the freights, and

tbey bad> and as it was probable they would be gone

America, he was to detach rear admiral Weft; thefc
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