
8 BAPTISMAL IMMKRSION NOT OF (JOD.

No man, KV'lii) liclievcs tliat all Scripture is ^ivcn by iiisj)iration of God,

will accept uuinspired history as necessniij to tlu,' covvpct nrlcrpn'tdtion of

Scriptiiro. Wo ])la(/e t\w Bihle with all conrKluiii't; in tlm hamls of men who
know little or hoiliini,' of history, as ahle to mako wise unto salvation, -pro-

litaltle tu tlu; extent of making the man of (lod perfect, tiioroiu^lily furnished

unto all (jood ivorlcif : and are we to hold up liislury as a snpii!< ni.-nt to the

V/ord witliont vvliieh it cannot he intellif^ently applii'd ;- '!',> lu'lii've Paine,

or I'ark, even when they speak t)Mith, i^ not. to l)ulii've the Word of Goil.

History may teach us what men from a^e to a^e have believed, professed,

taiiglit : but we muot eoine to the Word to leani wiitther tlieir do. 'trine is

correct. History may inform us what J'rofes>ovs did ; but we nuist cume to

the Jrord 'o ieavn whetiier what they did was rii//n. If t'le Scripture does

not shew i..., not onlv that we are to be baptized, but what bajitisui is, and

how it is to be ad;ninistered, we ran know notiiinfj assuredly about it. If we
are to be dirhie/i/ taui^ht, the irord must show us the import of the ordi-

nance, wlu'ther we are to be immersed in water or to have water s|)rinkled on

us, or whether either will do. ft is a pross inijiosition ])ractised on unsus-

pectin^f man to It^ad away their minds from the }}'ord to liistory. The faith

of God's elect rests on divine testimony. History ca)i add nothing,' to the

strength of their faith.

The whole ol t'.e Baptist system re.sts on the denial of two /'w/.s-, of which

we have ample evidence in the Bible.

1. One fact is that - Btipti.'nn is an ordinance of 'lie former dispensalion. Of

this we have the most direct and unequivocal evidence. Baptism was

divinely administered and divinely enjoined hundreds of years before the

appeoiance of .Tf)lin Baptist. The / postle is writint;- to a ('hristian church

whose members had all been baptized, and of course knew wlrU bapiism was

and how they had been baptized; and he informs then' il>i. the Israelites,

havinfj come forth fi-om Egypt, were all baptized in the cloud and in the sea.

When he writes to the Ihibrew christians, he reminds tliem that the insti-

tuted rifs of the former ape comprehended divers haptis)ns. To assert then

that bapi'sm is peculiar to this dispensation is to deny tlu' in!<j>irtii.imi of

Paid, or to make God a liar because the record which He )iives concerning

this matter is not accepted. With no levity, with a solemn .'.sent sense of

responsibility, do I bring against the leaders of a cmiliding people the heavy

charge of imputing to the Holy Spirit a bluli<ler or an error. With no spirit

of bi'terne.--. ''o 1 bring the charge, but to lead to serious consideration in the

light, not of man's testimony, but of the Divine word. Once brought to ac-

cept the testin,(!uy—the plain and decisive testimony of the .Spirit, we are

near an end of tiie assertion of the baseless and fanatical ceremony of ini'

tnersion.

2. The second fact is that,— We can never learn tlie desiijn ur form of an or-

dinance from the name yiven ?o i^, unless baptism is an exception to what is

otherwise universally true. There are Circumcision, Sacrilice, Sin-offering,

Trespass-offerin.;;, Passover, ]\feat and Drink offerings, liOrd's supper. Let

the Ba])tist8 S'^lect the name wliich God h.-.s attached to any one of these

ceremonial institutions. Let him tax his ingenuity or his literature. Let

him call into play the vivid imagination by which he can condiine the waters

of the Eed Sea and a pillar of cloud or lire to construct a baptistry, in which
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