
TO THE READER.

Italian, are vague recollections of anecdotes related to me
some years since ; but from what source derived, I do not

know. The Adventure (jf the Young Painter among ti»e

banditti is taken almost entirely from an authentic narrative

in manuscript.

As to the other tales contained in this work, and indeed to

my tales generally, I can make but one observation ; I am an
old traveller; I have read somewhat, heard and seen more,

and dreaut more than all. My brain is filled, therefore, with

all kinds of odds and ends. In travelling, these heteroge-

neous matters have become shaken up in my mind, as the

articles are apt to be in an ill-packed travelling trunk ; so

that when I attempt to draw forth a fact, I cannot determine

whether I have read, heard, or dreamt it; and 1 am always at

a loss to know how much to believe of my own stories.

These matters being premised, fall to, worthy reader, with

good appetite; and, above all, with good humor, to what is

here set before thee. If the tales I have furnished should

prove to be bad, they will at least be found short; so that no
one will be wearied long on the same theme. " Variety is

charming," as some poet observes.

There is a certain relief in change, even though it be from
bad ^o worse i As I have often found in travelling in a stage-

coacii, that it is often a comfort to shift one's position, and be

bruised iu a new place.

Ever thine,

GEOFFREY CRAYON.
Pa'ed from the HOtbl dr Darmstadt,

cidepanl Hotel de Paris,
MiNTZ, othtrwiie called Matenci.


