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1873. They are given here as further evidence respecting the'

productions of the soil and climate of Manitoba :— .^ ,,j e-^-t'^c^.r

In answer to a question from the Minister, Mr. Spence said he

had been in Manitoba since the 22nd December, 1870

Minister—When does Spring begin there ?

Mr.. Spence—In 1871 the Spring opened about the Ist of

April. The river is navigable about the 23rd of April. In 1872:

the Spring set in somewhere about ten days later. The first

steamer went down early in May.

Q. What time do farmers sow wheat there ?
} .r: tils
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A. They sow in April or May, from about the 15th or 20th of

April to the 15th or 20th May. The Spring is shorter than it is

here, and sets in without any breaks. '' '

Q. What quantity of wheat do they raise to the acre ?

A. They raise from thirty to sixty-three bushels to the acre..

Forty bushels is the average.

Q. What is the usual weight per bushel ? * , "

" ; . J

A. Sixty-two lbs. I have been told by persons who have seen,

it, that wheat can be cultivated for forty years, continuously^,

without manure. ''.'! J! iin v ;;

Q. What about oats and barlev, and root crops 1 . "

A. The barley sown there is very fine ; the oats not so good..

Buckwheat has never been tried. Root crops are extraordinary.

Cabbage and cauliflower grow alniost of their own accord. Cab-

bages grow to a very large size. Potatoes and turnips are very

fi*xe, also mangolds. Sugar beet has never been grown, but some

parties think of trying it. Tomatoes, if they were to take the

same trouble as in this country, would answer well. Very little-

attention is paid to scientific farming. The grasses have not been

thoroughly tested ; have seen small patches of timothy, which

were very good. The wild grasses are very good for pasturage..

There are what aie cnlled hay farms. ' ''*"' " '• ' '^ ''^"- ^ " ^

Q. Do fanners house their cattle 1


