
PREFACE.

1—MOTIVES FOR WRITING THIS WORK.

Justice to the men with whom I acted, and to the cause in which we were en­
gaged, is my chief motive for engaging in this work. A secondary motive is 
the hope of being useful to our republican form of government in after ages by 
showing its working through a long and eventful period ; working well all the 
time, and thereby justifying the hope of its permanent good operation in all time 
to come, ^maintained in its purity and integrity. Justice to the wise and 
patriotic men who established our independence, and founded this government, 
is another motive with me. I do not know how young I was when I first read 
in the speeches of Lord Chatham, the encomium which he pronounced in the 
House of Lords on these founders of our republic ; but it sunk deep into my 
memory at the time, and, what is more, went deep into the heart : and has 
remained there ever since. “ When your lordships look at the papers trans­
mitted us from America ; when you consider their decency, firmness, and wis­
dom, you cannot but respect their cause, and wish to make it your own. For 
myself, I must declare and avow, that in all my reading and observation—and 
it has been my favorite study—I have read Thucydides, and have studied and 
admired the master states of the world—that for solidity of reasoning, force of 
sagacity, and wisdom of conclusion, under such a complication of difficult cir­
cumstances, no nation, or body of men, can stand in preference to the general


