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soiiu-'tliiiiv,' lo tilt' str.'iij,'lli mid ^lory of llif l-liiipiit' ; l»ut to t-xprcsn

the valiU' of tlmt coiitrihiitioii it> i' x. il. is (litlifull. I could

ciiticiso (li«>H(> fij,nnvs ratlior Hcvcicly. They socin, for oxample, to

bo put forward a!^ (•oinparal)lt' with other t'xpcmhturr, Hiich, for

instauci', as tho contriljutioii of tho AustraUan Colonies to the Navy,

or the cxptiiiditun' whicli will fall shortly on tho Homo (lovorn-

iiunt for tho construotion of tho harbour and dock at (libraltar

It would, I think. h<! possii»lc to draw up a column of fi<,Miros which

would put tho relative oxpondituro of tlu' Colonies upon matters of

Imperial def(aice in a very dittorent li^ht. I i)asH with pleasure to

tlie portion of tho I'aper in whicli I thoroughly a^roe that is. Sir

Charles Tupper's advocacy of tho complotion of the link across tho

world bi^tween Kiif,'land to Australia, Kt>i»K' west. I do not think

an Imperial subsidy could be bettor applied than in encouraf,Mnj?

such a i)roject, and 1 thorouj^'hly endorse all that has boon ipiotod

(m that bend from Sir Andrew Clarke. As to Sir John Colomb's

criticisms, T do not a<,Moe wifli him. I cannot see how the increased

burden is to arise. Tho twenty-knot steamers which are to bo i)ro-

vided will Ik; v«'ry well able to take care of themselves if they arc

used for commerce. If they are used for war, nidit ijunst'n) they

have not to be defended. As to tho cables, I do not think they

will recpiire any special protection. It all turns on tho naval policy

this country is to pursue—whether that policy is to be vi<,'orou.s

otleiisive, searcbin<^ out an enemy's vessels wherever they may bo,

or a miserable defensive, waitinj,' for an enemy's attack. There is

one •^nciit iind distinctively national forces which alone can keep

till! Kmpire t();,'etlier and ])i()t(!ct the commerce upon which the

Colonies, as well as tin; Mother Country, de|)end for existence.

I hope that the time will coiue when every Colony of whatever

(Ici^Mce will contribute sonietliiii^' to the national navy.

Tho CiiAiKMAN (tho Mar(|uis of liorne), in |)ioposiiif,' a vote of

thanks, said : I think the inakinj,' of extensive i)ro,L,'iammes and

lookinj,' too far ahead and ^'i<,'antic theories, all a mistake. 1 believe

wo ouglit to take in band those questions which are being pushed

by the authority of! the Governments of tho day. You have such a

(juostion in the matter of cable and mail comnuniication between

Canada and Australia. I believe Great J>ritain will find it greatly

to her advantage to further tluit end ; and 1 hope all those who
may have belonged to the Imperial Federation League will give a

hand to the cause.


