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chant boats and actually captured them."
No reparation appears to have e\er been

made for this hi^j^h-handed act.

But war had linall)' bri>l<en out and
General Hull invaded Canada from De-

troit on the i2th of July, 1812. There-
suit of that invasion may be told in a few-

words. 0\\\i month later tleneral Hrock
was himself crossing'' the Detroit River,

and on the i6th of .Auj^ust articles were
•drawn up by which the whole Miciiij^an

territory, l-'ort Detroit, a ship ^^'i war,

thirty-three pieces oi cannon, ^,500

troops and a stand of colours were sur-

rendered to about i,3X) British and
Colonial troops It is \. it necessary to

j^o into any details oi a war so well

known as that of 1H12-14. Suttice it to

say that the Canadian militia and volun-

teers did their duty as nobly as the

British soldiers, and
" Havf left their sons a hojie, a fame
They too would rather die than shame."

But the .Americans hardly fouifht fair.

In April, 181 3, the pubhc buildings of

York, now Toronto, were burned, contrary

to the articles of capitulation. In the

same year Newark was captured, and, in

spite of repeated promises by Cicnerals

Dearborn and Boyd, the most re.spect-

able inhabitants were sent as prisoners

into the I'nited States and the whole

beautiful village consigned to the llames.

General Brown laid waste the country

between Chippewa and Fort Erie, burn-

ing mills, private houses and the village

of St. Davids. Colonel Campbell burnt

the village ot Dover, near London,

whilst frequent raids oi Indian and .Am-

erican troops were made in 1813 from

Detroit, and whole districts laid waste.

It is little usehowevertofollowthese events

further. Canada held her own at (^ueen-

ston and Chateauguay, and the war re-

dounded ultimately to our glory and
America's discomfiture. In its inception

and progress, it was largely a war for the

conquest of Canada. Had these Britie^h

provinces not existed, it seems very prob-

able that the conllict with (ireat Britain

would never have been undertaken. But

the .Americans thought that England was
too busy with I""rance to do much and
that the Canadians were unable to defend

themselves, so that this was their oppor-

tunity. Events, however, turned out

otherwise, and Washington was cap-

tured instead o\ Montreal.

The treaty of 1818 settled matters for a

time, btit in 1837 the Canadian rebellion

gave an opportunity for renewed aggres-

sion. In December Ct'i that year W'ni.

Lyon .Mackenzie, at the head of a number
oi rebels, and with a horde of .American
sympathisers, look up his quarters at

Navy Island, o\\ the Niagara Ui\er. lui-

trenchments were thrown up, artillery and
stores obtained from the United States
arsenals al several frontier towns and lire

was opened i>n the Canadian shore.

Many I'nited Slates citizens publicly

espoused the insurgent cause and lent the

rebels e\ery possible assistance, luil'st-

ment went on steadily and without con-
cealment, whilst a "score of American
rascaldom," encamped at Grand Island,

further up the river, and tired at Canadian
farmers as they proceeded with their

labours. .As Mr. Dent says, in his "Last
Thirty Vear.s," there can be no doubt that

the State of \ew \'ork winked at these

things and that the sympathies of the

.American people were almost to a man in

fa\our i^i the rebels. .A cannon u as taken
from the State artillery to \a\ y Island on
the pretext, given to the .American officer

in command, that it was wanted to slioot

wild ducks. Matters were brought to a
crisis by the .American branch o^ the in-

surgent force obtaining a BulValo steam-
boat called the "Caroline,' which was
used to bring men and 'iipplies to the

Island. .\ number of" .Americans gave a

bond to the owner, indemnifying him in

case of capture, and the Collector of Cus-
toms at Buffalo knowingly licensed the

vessel for the use to which it was to be
put. This was too n .ich for loyal men in

L'pper Canada, and protests having been
useless. Colonel McXab, k-^'i Hamilton, at

last sent an expedition, under Captain
Drew, to seize the vessel. The act was
promptly performed, the ship set on fire

and sent over the Falls. Shortly after-

wards the rebels dispersed, though the

Alex. McLeod case, growing out of this

seizure, almost brought the two nations to

the verge of war some years later. .As in

the recent case of the Italian massacre in

New Orleans, the I'nited States Govern-
ment tried to get out of its responsibility

for these infringements o'i international

amity by the ready subterfuge that it could
not control a state oi the I'nion in such
matters.

But 1842 witnessed a far more dis-

graceful aggression upon Canadian rights.

Deception, not threats, was the weapon
employed, and it certainly answered the

purpose well. For many years the true

location of the boundary line between
New Brunswick and the State of Maine


