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grcat rogrot that I cniinot be present nt the inert-

iiiK of the Imperial Fedei'ution League to-morrow
evening

'

The objects of the League have my very earn-
est sympathy, and I think they are such as may
well commend t lie support of every loyal ("an-

adian (without distinction of party) who desires
to uphold the unity of the Kmpire.
Lord Uoseberry and others who have taken an

active part in the moven.ent in England, have
shown conclusively in how many practical ways
the bonds can be nrawn closer between Jiritain

and all her colonic., to their mutual gain and ad-
vantage.
The Colonial conference of last year was very

helpful in that direction, and, we may hope, is

only the precursor of many more such gatherings
of representatives from all quarters or the Kin-
jiire for taking counsel together in respect to all

that concerns their common inters.. 's.

I heartily hope that the meeting In Toronto
may be in every way a success ai d worthy of the
occasion for which it is called.

Faithfully yours,
G. W. Allan.

FROM HON. ALEXANDER MOKR18.
Toronto, 21st March, 1888.

Dear Sir,—I am favored with your letter in-

viting me to be present at a public meeting to
be held on Saturday tinder the auspices of the
Imperial Federation League in Canada, and
regret that I will be unable to be present.
In these days of some unrest, when chimerical

schemes are being T)roiJOsed for adoption by
c;anada, which I believe to be fraught with
danger and'likely to impede thecareer of jjrogress
on which Canada entered in Confederation, and
(luring which such remarkable results have been
attained, it is cheering to know that thinking
men in tlie old land as well as the colonies are
considering how the Imperial tie is best to bo
strengthened and maintained and the colonies
are to be knit together with the central power.
1 cannot doubt that statesmanship will And a
solution for the problem. In fact I believe that
a solution has been found in the creation of the
J>ominion of Canada, which possesses the second
Parliament of the Kmpire, and which the Parlia-
ment of Britain enacted should be composed " of
the Queen, the Senate and the House of Com-
mons," enjoying the almost political freedom
and the widest latitude for national and ma-
terial advancement. I believe in the people
of Canada working out their own des-
tiny, on the lines which the statesmen
of both parties laid down twenty years ago.
And so acting, I have the utmost faith that the
conviction 1 expressed in 18(59 will yet be
realized and "Australia and British America,
drawing from Britain their leligion, their litera-

ture, their language and their national charac-
teristics will continue to rival each other in the
magnitude of their resources and in the
rapidity of their development. While the im-
press of the British mind will be stamped upon
and reproduced in what are, in the lapse of
time, destined eventually to be great kindred
nations, bound together by the tics of origin and
bv parental and filial atTection."

'Let our people cherish patriotism to oxir

country and our Empire and steadily pursue
the path of developmefit and pi-ogress, and
time, that mighty factor, will show British sub-
iects how best to combine and (!onsolidate the
Empire into one harmonious whole.

I am, your obedient servant,
Alexander Morris, P.C.

To W. Hamilton Merritt, Esq.,

Hon. Secretary Toronto Branch
Imperial Federation League.

FROM SIR A, T. GALT.

Montreal, March 20, 1888.

Dear Sir,—It would have given me sincere
pleasure to have been present at the meeting of
the Federation Ijcague in Toronto on the 2-lth

insf., as I take thi! warmi'st interest in thifj im-
portant question. But unfortunately I have
other engagements, in view of my early de-
part ur<; U)r Ktiglaiid, which forbiils it.

Believ(! me, yours faitnfully,
A. 'I

.

Galt.
W. H. .Merritt. Kqs.,

Honorary Secretary.

FROM HON. .lOJlN .MACDOXAUn.
TnK SENATE, Ottawa, March'-':?. 188S.

To Wm. Hamilton Merritl, Ks(|., Toronto,
Dear Sir. -I will be unable to be present in'As-

socialion hall to-morrow evening. I am in ignor-
ance of what is understood as the platform of
the " Imperial Federation in Canada," neither
do I know what political significance is attached
to this name. This much I can say. That while
we should steadily maii.tain the kindliest feel-
ings towards the great i<ution with whom we
have 80 much in common, and whose border
Joins our own, it is neverthcIesH at once the duty
and the interest of every Vanudian to do everj-
thing in his i)ower to maintain the |connection of
the Dominion with the Mother (Country, a con-
nection which has proved of inestimable ad'
vantage to ("anada, and the severance of which
could only be regarded as a great calamity.

Very truly yours.
Jno. Macdonald.

FROM C. H. TLl'FER, M.P.

March 2.3, 1888.

Mv Deap. Mr. McCarthy.—At the last mo-
ment 1 find it necessary for me to go at once to
my family in Halifax, and so I am pnivented
from having the pleasure of attending the meet-
ing in fa \or of Imptirial Federation at Toronto
(o-morrow night. This is to me a great dis
appointment, as I had with much pleasure
counted upon being there.
Wishing the meetiMg success,

I am, yours very truly,
Charles H. Tupi'er.

from c. n. skinner, m.i'.

Ottawa, March 20th, 1888.
Wm. Hamilton Merritt, Esq., Secretary, etc.
Dear Sir,— 1 am in receipt of the invitation of

the president, vice-president, and committee of
the Toronto branch of the Imperial Federation
League, to attend the' annual general meeting of
the League at Toronto on Saturday, the 2Uh
inst.

I appreciate very highly the kindness extended
to me by the invitation, but I regret exceedingly
that I am compelled to go to St. John, so as to be
there 0!i the 2Uh inst., and therefore cannot at-
tend the meeting.
The objects of the League have my full sup-

port and sympathy. 1 believe that as the
colonies ripen up towards full national life they
should look to their incorporation into the Eni-
pire rather than to a separation from it. Those
who oppose the attaininjj the objects of the
League endeavor to magnify the ditllculties of
detailjn such a way as to elevate them into
principles and thereby if possiole, prevent the
consummation of our purposes.
Our people in the past have largely, and

nearly always successfully, met every exigency
as it arose connected with the extension, sta-
bility and preservation of British jiower and
liberty, and I fully believe that in the future they
will sliow themselves eci^ual to tin; preservation of
the great Empire to which all true Canadians ai e
not only proud to at present belong, but also look
forward hopefully for a continuance of the con-
nection in some form during all the future.

I think the time has .jirrived when action
should bo taken for the preparation of a plan,
upon which Imperial Federation can bo estab-
lished, in order that the public mind may not
only be influenced by the grandeur of the idea,
but see (hat it is capable of being carried out in a
practical manner as well, so as to meet and ovt r-


