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tears or put a song in our hearts. Theatre expresses life in its
most tragic and most comic forms.

It is also a cultural industry with a considerable impact on the
economy. The theatre also provides artistic and technical talent
in all disciplines to other cultural industries such as television
and film.

I wish all the people in the theatre and all those who love it a
fine celebration. This is another moment of glory in your long
history. Let the curtain rise.

[English]

OSCAR NOLL

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
following are the words of over 10,000 Canadians in and
surrounding the town of Palmerston, Ontario, where 82—year old
Oscar Noll was charged with assault with a weapon following
his success in saving himself and his property from damage and
theft at his place of business:

We the undersigned are both concerned and provoked that Oscar Noll should
be charged for protecting himself and his property against illegal intruders. We

feel he used reasonable force under the circumstances and attempts to penalize
him are unwarranted.

This statement as well as dollars sent in to support Oscar
Noll’s defence are a clear sign that the 1990s law of the Liberals
is not satisfactory.

I take this moment to remind the government, especially the
Minister of Justice, that Mr. Oscar Noll is the victim of crime,
not the criminal. I urge the government and the minister to
answer the wake—up call of Canadians and fix this problem.
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RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

Mr. Sarkis Assadourian (Don Valley North, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, March 21 to March 28 is the United Nations week of
solidarity with the people struggling against racism and racial
discrimination. During this week we bear in mind the threats to
peace posed by lack of tolerance among the world’s peoples.

Since the end of the cold war in many countries ethnic conflict
and human rights violations against minorities have intensified.
On a more positive note, next month we will celebrate the
second anniversary of the end of apartheid and the first anniver-
sary of democratic elections in South Africa.

In a world darkened by ethnic conflicts that tear nations apart
our country has stood for the whole world as a model of how
people of different cultures can live and work together in peace,
prosperity and understanding. However, we must realize that
many people still face racism and discrimination every day and
that firm, forceful and repeated educational work must be done
to eliminate it from Canadian society.

SEOI

On behalf of all members of the House I urge all Canadians to
recognize their responsibilities to one another and to society so
that together we can continue to make this country the envy of
the world.

REFORM PARTY

Mrs. Brenda Chamberlain (Guelph—Wellington, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, Canadians are tired of political parties that do not
keep their promises. As the Reform Party dusts off its reform
blue sheet Canadians see a political party, like so many others,
failing to keep its promises.

Promise No. 1: end double dipping. Reality: one of their own
collects a provincial pension while sitting as a member of
Parliament.

Promise No. 2: adequate puhishment for young offenders.
Reality: vote against a bill that does just that.

Promise No. 3: fiscal responsibility. Reality: a party that
cannot control its own finances. Newspaper reports say the party
is in debt.

Promise No. 4: representation which reflects the wishes of a
majority of its constituents. Reality: vote against gun registra-
tion, despite majority support.

Reform supporters and all Canadians see the list of broken
promises in the blue sheet of the Reform Party. It is enough for
all of them to see red.
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EPILEPSY CANADA

Mr. John Murphy (Annapolis Valley—Hants, Lib.) Mr.
Speaker, March is National Epilepsy Month. Epilepsy is a
functional disorder of the brain that temporarily blocks aware-
ness. It is characterized by seizures, uncontrollable shaking,
convulsions and confusion.

More than 280,000 Canadians, primarily youth, suffer from
this condition. In approximately 75 per cent of the cases there is
no known cause. New medications have been developed to
control seizures but drugs are not the cure and often can have
severe side effects. In addition, 40 per cent of seizures are not
successfully controlled by current medication.

Epilepsy Canada is a voluntary organization dedicated to
helping people with epilepsy and their families to overcome
problems associated with this disorder.

I ask all members of the House to join me in applauding
Epilepsy Canada and the work of its many volunteers. I also urge
members to work to promote medical research so that we can
find a lasting cure.



