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We are not happy with the level of human rights in China and 
we protest. We always mention them. However, we want to do 
business with China.

In my view it is very important that we do business with these 
countries because not only will it have an economic benefit, but 
the more open a country like that becomes the greater is the 
chance that eventually human rights will be respected.

The hon. member referred to Haiti or Somalia. When there 
was an international boycott, Canada was there trying to help 
while still respecting the boycott. We did that and we were the 
last ones.

For example, concerning South Africa, we supported the 
government that was here before that unfortunately is not very 
well represented in the House any more.
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I can say that information about the audit appears to be, at 
least to some extent, in the public domain. I deplore the leaking 
of any information about an audit that is not yet completed and 
released publicly.

I can inform the House that as far as the Department of Justice 
is concerned we are making inquiries to ensure that no informa­
tion was inappropriately leaked by anyone at the department 
under the authority of the Department of Justice.

Mr. John Duncan (North Island—Powell River): Mr.
Speaker, my supplementary is for the Minister of Canadian 
Heritage.

Core funding for the Métis Society of Saskatchewan is 
provided by the minister’s department. Can he assure the House 
that no fiscal 1994—95 funds will be released to the society until 
the investigation is completed and the financial mismanagement 
addressed?

Hon. Michel Dupuy (Minister of Canadian Heritage): Mr.
Speaker, an audit is now going on. Until we see the results of the 
audit it would be premature to pass judgment on the perfor­
mance of this group.

[Translation]

BST GROWTH HORMONE

Mr. Jean-Paul Marchand (Québec-Est): Mr. Speaker, my 
question is for the Prime Minister. Last week, the Standing 
Committee on Agriculture unanimously requested that the gov­
ernment impose a one-year moratorium on the sale of the BST 
growth hormone. This moratorium reflects the wishes of all the 
farming organisations and consumer associations in Canada.

Is the Prime Minister ready to follow through with the 
committee’s unanimous recommendation and take the necessary 
steps for the government to impose a one-year moratorium on 
BST?

HUMAN RIGHTS

Hon. Jean J. Charest (Sherbrooke): Mr. Speaker, my ques­
tion is for the Prime Minister and seeks clarification.

A few weeks ago he made a statement in regard to human 
rights and trade that quite frankly disturbed a lot of Canadians. 
In a statement he made in a scrum he seemed to imply that 
Canada’s policy varies according to the country being dealt 
with. If we are dealing with China, we are just too small to have 
any influence. But if it is Haiti or Somalia then our principles are 
not be the same. In other words, name me your country and I will 
name you my principles.

The Prime Minister knows that Canada’s policy approach 
goes back 30 years to the days of the Right Hon. John Diefenbak­
er and that every government has subsequently adopted the same 
approach.

I would like to know from the Prime Minister exactly what is 
Canada’s policy now?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, 
we have a policy of protecting human rights and we raise that 
question with every country when it is involved.

In the question the hon. member referred to, I answered that 
when there is an international boycott we participate in the 
international boycott. When there is no international boycott 
and we have trade relations we have to maintain those trade 
relations. That is exactly what I tried to explain. If the member 
did not understand, that is what I said.

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, 
the Minister of Health answered this question which has been 
asked several times already. If the committee made a unanimous 
recommendation in this respect, the Minister of Agriculture will 
take it into account, and if this issue comes under the Minister of 
Health’s jurisdiction, she will take it into account and will report 
to the House in due course.

[English]

FISHERIES

Mr. John Cummins (Delta): Mr. Speaker, my question is for 
the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans. We eagerly await the 
release of a new package on the east coast fisheries, meanwhile 
several problems on the west coast demand immediate attention.
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For instance, in 1989 and 1990 fish in Fergus Creek in Surrey 
were killed by chloramine, a chemical used on a trial basis as a 
secondary disinfectant.


