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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, April 30, 1986

The House met at 2 p.m.

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.0. 21
[English]
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

TOXIC RAIN—EFFECT OF CHEMICALS

Hon. Chas. L. Caccia (Davenport): Mr. Speaker, the
Canadian Environmental Law Research Foundation report
emphasizes that little is known about the effects of toxic rain
on our food, water, and health. The Minister of the Environ-
ment (Mr. McMillan) responded by not assuming responsibili-
ty for research into this serious problem. Instead, he is
reported as saying that: “Having Environment Canada
conduct research would be just too easy. Maybe we are just
going to have to ask the producers of toxic materials to
research the effects of their own chemicals”. What a shocking
answer. However, this is not the first time the Minister and his
Government have abandoned their role. Funding for the
Guelph Toxicology Research Centre was cancelled by his
predecessor.

This Minister is confirming that things have not really
changed under his command. The authors of the report ask for
action and Government initiative in dealing with toxic rain.
The Guelph Toxicology Centre should be funded, and the
budget for toxic—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Sixty seconds.

o (1405)

AGRICULTURE

MEASURES TO ASSIST FARMERS

Mr. Vic Althouse (Humboldt—Lake Centre): The Prime
Minister’s (Mr. Mulroney) announcement today removed a
number of irritants for hard-pressed farmers and we thank him
for it. Increasing the ceiling for domestic wheat prices to $11;
rebating an additional 2 cents per litre on farm fuel; removing
sales and excise taxes on farm fuel; and freezing freight rate
increases are all necessary for the farm community, and are a
welcome fulfilment of election promises made two years ago.

The farm community and our Party applaud the removal of
these irritants. We fought hard for recognition by the Minister

of Agriculture (Mr. Wise) and the Prime Minister that there
still were taxes to be removed from farm fuels and this
announcement shows an admission of the correctness of our
position.

We and the farm organizations of Canada have been
pointing out that farm incomes need help this year due to the
world price response to the U.S. Farm Bill. We regret that no
mention of deficiency payments was made today, but we will
continue to press the case because we know it is the only
course of action open for the survival of Canada’s farmers.

[Translation]
EMPLOYMENT

YOUTH AND WOMEN—GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE

Mrs. Suzanne Duplessis (Louis-Hébert): This morning, Mr.
Speaker, I received very interesting statistics concerning job
creation, particularly with respect to young people and women.

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, our Government has created over
47,000 jobs since September 1984, hence the 2.5 per cent drop
in unemployment over that same period of time. In addition
the number of unemployed youths declined by 79,000 since we
took over, whereas the former Government could only report
increasing job losses rather than new jobs.

I also have a very positive statement about women in the
labour market. The latest statistics indicate that 293,000 more
women have found jobs in the past eighteen months.

That, Mr. Speaker, is further evidence that our Government
has kept its promises. Our priorities and the economic
upsurge—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The 60 seconds have expired.
The Hon. Member for Swift Current—Maple Creek (Mr.
Wilson).

[English]
AGRICULTURE
DOMESTIC WHEAT PRICE INCREASE

Mr. Geoff Wilson (Swift Current—Maple Creek): Mr.
Speaker, Canadian grain farmers, through no fault of their



