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Point of Order-Mr. Clark
*(1520)

Some hon. Members: What is the rush'?

Mr. Trudeau: Hon. members opposite are aiready saying,
-What is the rush'?" 1 remind the House that there was
opposition from that side to the date of December 9-

Mr. Andre: To any date.

Mr. Trudeau: -and we had to use unilaterai ciosure to get
agreement on that date.

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Trudeau: Today there is no elosure; there is voiuntary
consent to that date by ail parties in the House.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Clark: With a caveat.

Mr. Trudeau: It shouid be on the record that we have flot
forced this date on the hon. Leader of the Officiai Opposition.
As i understand it from both the NDP House leader and our
House leader, tl was a date which they suggested and to which
we agreed. Therefore, tl it be on the record that there is no
ciosure imposed. If the Leader of the Opposition wants to have
second thoughts and say that this is a date he oniy agrees to on
condition, that he does not want the further date-

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Andre: We said tl before you voted.

Mr. Trudeau- -then let him withdraw the consent, let us
debate tl again, or let us just say that no agreement is possible.
That is our view, and 1 appeal to the New Democratie Party to
state right now in the flouse that that is equaiiy its view-

Some hon. Members: Don't worry about them.

Mr. Trudeau: -that it is a negotiated date which has been
agreed to freeiy by the opposition parties.

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!

An hon. Member: Baioney.

Mr. Trudeau: This kind of howiing fromi the Tory party does
not suit the House at a time when we arc

Some hon. Members: Oh. oh!

M4r. Trudeau: -- today agreeing to the-

An hon. Member: Sit down.

Mr. Trudeau: -very date thcy suggested. 1 repeat that we
do not sec this as an imposition of a date upon them. We see
them as freely accepting this date. and if thcy do flot freeiy
acccpt tl, the time to say tl is now, flot next February.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Edward Broadbent (Oshawa): Madam Speaker, 1 want
to make it very cicar, if there is any doubt at aul, where we
stand on this issue. We, aiong with the officiai opposition, feit
very strongly about the extension of time. The goverfiment
knows that through private negotiations invoiving the House
leaders of ail parties.

To understate it considerabiy, we have flot been in agree-
ment with the way the goverfiment has handied aul proceedings
of the committee, but i think an agreement was cntered into in
good faith by ail flouse leaders to provide Canadians reason-
abiy good access to prescrnt their views. When we in this party
enter an agreement, we intend to keep it.

Some hon. Members: H-ear, hear!

Mr. Clark: Madam Speaker, the country knows full weii the
degrec to which the NDP intends to keep the agreements into
which tl enters with the Liberai party.

Some hon. Menibers: Oh, oh!

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Clark: This matter necd flot detain the flouse any
longer. Two things arc cicar. First, the flouse has voted on a
reporting date of February 6, offered without condition by the
goverfiment flouse leader, to quote his language, and second,
the caveat expressedi on behaif of my party by mnyseif and the
deputy flouse leader of the officiai opposition that if the
people of Canada have flot been adequateiy heard by Fcbruary
6, we wiii put pressure upon the goverfiment to extend the date
just as xse put pressure upon the goverinment to extend the date
of Decemiber 9 when they tried, in our view, to muzzie the
rights of' the people of Canada.

Some hon. Members: Hlear, hear!

PRIVILEGE

MR. CROLSE STAIME'NT MAD BY MR.LEBI ANC DURING
QUESTION PERIOD

I-on. Roméo LeBianc (Minister of Fisheries and Oceans):
N4adarn Speaker. yestcrday after 1 ieft the flouse the hon.
member for South Shore (Mr. Crouse) raised a question of
privilege. 1 wish to repiy to the question of priviiege by saying
at the outset that 1 sincereiy regret any misunderstanding of
rny remarks in the flouse yesterday which couid have suggest-
cd to the hon. niember any reference to confiet of interest.

The hon. member and myseif have hadi this type of exchange
before.

Madani Speaker: Order, picase. Wouid those members who
want to have conversations with their coiieagues picase do so
n the lobby so that the flouse can hear the hon. minister.

Mr. LeBîanc: Thank you, N4adam Speaker. 1 know the hon.
member represents many large fishing vessei crews, and he
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