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Oral Questions
Mr. Trudeau: That means increasing massively aur borrow-

ing, and at this particular time the government has judged-

An hon. Member: It is a good investment.

e (1430)

Mr. Trudeau: 1 can understand-

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!

An hon. Member: Double-tracking first!

Mr. Trudeau: Madam Speaker, 1 think this is turning into a
debate. If hon. members want ta ask supplementary questions,
1 will attempt ta answer them.

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Madam Speaker: Order, please.

THE CANADIAN ECONOMY
N4EASURES TO ASSIST HOME OWNERS- POLICY ON MORIGAGE

TAX C REDIT

Mr. Gordon Gilchrist (Scarborough East): Madam Speak-
er, may 1 direct my question ta the right hon. Prime Minister,
in the absence of the N'inister of Finance? Four months ago
today, the public of Canada elected this gavernment and we
have been looking forward ta the announcement of policies for
stimulating the economy, ta create jobs, ta provide aid ta
alleviate cost of living problems besetting wage carniers and ta
pravide help ta home owners faced with the lass of homes as a
result of high martgage rates.

We wanted ta know what this government could contribute
ta the renewed health of this rich but bureaucratically-stran-
gled nation. What we did nat want was the formaI asnnounce-
ment by the Mvinister of Finance, yesterday, of a recession for
Canada.

Some hon. Members: Order.

Madam Speaker: Order, please. Is the hon. member going ta
put bis question now?

Mr. Gilchrist: Will the Prime Minister now admit that the
Canservative plan ta help home owners and prospective home
awners by a martgage tax credit was the kind of action needed,
and will he respond positively-

An hon. Member: No.

Mr. Gilchrist: -ta the Ontario gavernment's offer of $500,
matched by a federal $500 ta mortgage holders hard-pressed
ta keep their homes?

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): Madam
Speaker, the hon. member is suggesting that the government
should stimulate the ecanamy. Through hearing the Minister
of Finance yesterday, 1 would remind the Flouse that in this

very year the gavernment is stimulating the economy ta the
extent of a $14 billion deficit. That is stimulus indeed.

EMPLOYMENT

PROGRAMS TO REDtJCE H IGH- UNEMPLOYMENT

Mr. David Kilgour (Edmonton-Strathcona): Madam Speak-
er, my question is ta the Ninister of Employment and Immi-
gration. Statistics Canada tell us today that unemployment is
7.8 per cent. Perhaps a more human way of saying that is that
about 900,000 of aur fellaw Canadians are loaking for work,
without success. I think it is the highest rate in the industrial-
ized western world.

My question is this: how will the minister's $137 million
plan seriausly help Canadians looking for work in this fiscal
year«? If it will nat help, what plans daes the minister have ta
change the propased plan?

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Employment and Immi-
gration): Madam Speaker, ta begin with, the unemployment
rate, which gives us aIl a gaod deal of concern, is nat one that
is salely an experience of this country. It is samething that is
affecting ail industrialized countries, because we are dealing
with the same conditions such as inflatianary prices of ail and
energy araund the world. Downturns in ecanomie growth are
being faced by every country. I wauld point out ta the hon.
member that in the last repart in the United States the
unemployment rate exceeded substantially the rate we are
experiencing in Canada. and we are obviously affected by that.

As far as how aur programs will affect the situation, the
programs speak for themselves. Thase employment-creation
pragrams annaunced June 2 are designed ta try ta provide job
oppartunities for tens of thausands af Canadians who will be
enteririg the workplace this summer and fali. The program is
being targeted particularly on those wha have mast difficulty
in the workplace. We are using aur scarce resources ta help
those mast in need. That is a cammitment of this gavernment.

Mr. Kilgour: Madam Speaker, the minister said in a press
conference on April 24:
1 believe that. as far as possible. emplovment programs .,hould do more than just

create employment. They should aiso seek to further other governiment
objectives.

In light of the changing scene in the ecanamy, would the
minister now tell us what other government objectives he had
in mind?

Mr. Axworthy: Madam Speaker, that statement referred ta
the fact that we wanted ta use aur employment programs ta
help other objectives such as energy conservation, the promo-
tion of additianal research and develapment, the promotion of
better access ta the workplace for wamen and native people.
Again, the programs that we put forward and announced are
designed ta do exactly that.
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